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Eastern Oregon UniversityE1

1

comment@boardmantohemingway.com

From: Karen Antell <kantell@eou.edu>
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 2:43 PM
To: comment@boardmantohemingway.com
Subject: Public comment on DEIS Eastern Oregon University
Attachments: EOU B2H DEIS Comments 19 March 2015.pdf

Please find attached comments from Eastern Oregon University on the B2H DEIS.

Should you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Karen

Dr. Karen Antell 
Professor of Biology 
Eastern Oregon University 
La Grande, OR  97850 
541-962-3610
kantell@eou.edu
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Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1

E1a  

 Based on comments received by the BLM on the Draft EIS, collaboration with the counties, 
and on further discussion between the Applicant and landowners, a number of recommended 
routing options were incorporated into the network of alternative routes analyzed for the 
Final EIS. Refer to Sections 2.1.1.3 and 2.5.2. Analysis of the alternative routes is reported 
throughout Chapter 3.

E1b  Comment noted.

E1a

E1b
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Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1

E1c

 The information provided has been incorporated into the Final EIS. The Applicant has com-
mitted to design features and site-specifi c mitigation measures to minimize anticipated B2H 
Project impacts on elk and other wildlife, including seasonal and spatial restrictions, a Plan 
of Development that includes a Biological Resources Conservation Plan, and limiting new or 
improved accessibility to sensitive habitat. 

E1d

 Siting of the proposed transmission line would be in compliance with applicable federal, state, 
and local land use regulations and guidance. Applicant-committed design features including 
selective mitigation measures will be used to reduce impacts to natural resources including 
the forest. 

E1b

E1c

E1d
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Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1

E1e  Updated design features and site-specifi c mitigation measures have been included in the 
Final EIS, as has a revised impact analysis for all alternatives considered. 

E1f

 The criteria for assessing impacts has been revised for the Final EIS (refer to Section 
3.2.3.4). Impacts resulting from project construction on state-listed species like Douglas’ 
clover are still analyzed in the EIS in Section 3.2.3. 

The analysis of impacts resulting from noxious weed invasion has been expanded to include 
the effects of vegetation clearing and road expansion on promoting weed invasion (refer to 
Section 3.2.3.4).

The analysis of impacts to sensitive plant species has also been expanded to greater discuss 
how B2H Project implementation could impact Douglas’ clover and how several project 
design features and selective mitigation measures aimed to reduce disturbance and minimize 
the establishment and spread of noxious weeds are expected to reduce impacts on Douglas’ 
clover (refer to Section 3.2.3.6). 

Idaho Power has committed to several measures designed to mitigate effects from noxious 
weeds, among them the creation of a Noxious Weed Management Plan and a Reclamation, 
Revegetation, and Monitoring Plan, which will be included in the Plan of Development. These 
plans detail the methods used to conduct preconstruction weed surveys, areas requiring 
ongoing weed control activities both before and after B2H Project construction, and post-
construction weed monitoring. Preconstruction surveys of areas of existing weed infestations 
would be conducted for the selected route to identify appropriate weed control measures, 
which could include installation of gates (upon landowner approval) as well as other mea-
sures to reduce vehicular transmission of invasive weeds. Noxious weed populations will be 
monitored and controlled for three years following B2H Project construction, with possible 
weed control efforts continuing depending on monitoring results. All required weed control 
activities would be documented in the Plan of Development, which must be approved by BLM 
and cooperating agencies prior to issuance of the Record of Decision and right-of-way grant. 
The Plan of Development would be a condition of the Record of Decision and a stipulation of 
the right-of-way grant.

E1g

 The Applicant has committed to updated design features and selective mitigation measures 
designed to minimize anticipated potential B2H Project impacts on streams from herbicide 
use and sediment transport from new access roads. Refer to Section 3.2.5 of the Final EIS 
for analysis of these impacts.

E1e

E1f

E1g
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Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1

E1h

 Comment noted. Based on comments on the Draft EIS, the alternative routes have been re-
analyzed for the Final EIS using the most up-to-date information available. Where additional 
data have been compiled, the impacts assessment presented in the Final EIS will refl ect 
these data. Standard approaches to treatment identifi ed in the EIS focus on the avoidance 
or minimization of potential adverse effects resulting from the B2H Project. Once a route has 
been selected, additional opportunities for avoidance or minimization of effects on specifi c 
resources would be explored. Specifi c treatment measures for the mitigation of adverse 
residual effects would then be developed in consultation with the applicable state and federal 
agencies and consulting parties as required under the Programmatic Agreement for the B2H 
Project.

E1i

 Comment noted. The Mitigation Framework is intended to be a detailed framework, not a 
site-specifi c mitigation plan. The Mitigation Framework (1) establishes how avoidance and 
minimization have eliminated and/or reduced impacts; (2) identifi es residual resource effects 
that meet criteria for warranting compensatory mitigation; and (3) provides a framework for 
how the appropriate level and type of compensatory mitigation will be determined for those 
resource effects. The BLM has established a mitigation standard, through application of 
the mitigation hierarchy, of a no net loss outcome for affected resources and their values, 
services, and functions, or, as required or appropriate, a net benefi t (or gain, if appropriate) in 
outcomes where it has determined that compensatory mitigation is warranted.

Upon selection of the fi nal route in the Record of Decision and following fi nal engineering and 
design, the Compensatory Mitigation Plan will be prepared using the Mitigation Framework 
as a guide in assessing the direct and indirect impacts based on an engineered and designed 
alignment, and will identify a suite of site-specifi c compensatory mitigation projects for selec-
tion and implementation under the review and guidance of the cooperating agencies. The 
fi nal detailed Compensatory Mitigation Plan must be accepted and approved by the cooperat-
ing agencies prior to the Notice to Proceed. 

Any necessary modifi cations to the Mitigation Framework will be addressed in the Record of 
Decision.

E1g

E1h

E1i
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Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1
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Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1
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Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1
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Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1
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Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1
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Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1
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Documentation of Douglas’ Clover on Glass Hill 
Dr. Karen Antell, Professor of Biology, Eastern Oregon University 

Trifolium douglasii, Winn Meadow, 20 July 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Trifolium douglasii, Bushnell Meadow, 10 July 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Trifolium douglasii, Rice property, ridge west of Bushnell 
Meadow, 24 May 2014 



ATTACHMENT

B2H Final EIS and Proposed LUP Amendments Appendix K—Public Comments on the Draft EIS and LUP Amendments and Agency Responses

Page K7-29

Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1



ATTACHMENT

B2H Final EIS and Proposed LUP Amendments Appendix K—Public Comments on the Draft EIS and LUP Amendments and Agency Responses

Page K7-30

Eastern Oregon University (cont.)E1


	Appendix K7 Educational Institutions
	E1 Eastern Oregon University


