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S.R.	87	Connector	Public	Hearing
November 13, 2014

Project	Development	&	Environment	Study	
(PD&E)
From S.R. 87S at U.S 90 to S.R. 87N

SLIDE 1

S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Purpose of the Public Hearing

A public hearing is an official public forum to express concerns, 
opinions and comments. The public can make oral or written 
comments that officially go on record.
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S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Purpose and Need

1. Provide a direct connection between S.R. 87S and 
S.R. 87N as an alternative to the existing connection 
via U.S. 90.

2. Improve hurricane evacuation avoiding the need to 
go through the City of Milton.

3. Improve mobility within the regional transportation 
network by providing new connections to existing 
and future transportation routes consistent with the 
Florida-Alabama TPO Long Range Transportation 
Plan.

4. Enhance connectivity for more efficient operation of 
the Whiting Field Naval Air Station by providing a 
more direct route to I-10.

5. Improve multi-modal connectivity for the region.
6. Assist in relieving traffic congestion pressures to 

Milton’s historic district.
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S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Initial Corridors

• Six Original Corridors

• Corridors 3, 4, 5, and 6 
were not viable due to 
P2000/Florida Forever 
Lands

• Corridors 1 and 2 were 
continued through the 
study
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S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Alternatives 1 and 2

SLIDE 5

S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Construction and Access

• Phased Construction
• Two Lane Roadway Initially
• Four Lanes When Traffic Demands Are Met

• Access Management Class 3
• Full Median Openings Spaced At 2,640 Feet
• Directional Median Openings Spaced At 1,320 Feet
• Driveway Connections Spaced At 440 Feet

DRIVEWAY SPACING
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S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Typical Sections ‐ Urban
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S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Typical Sections ‐ Rural
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S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study

Historic S.R. 1 
State Trail 
Connection

Blackwater
Heritage 
State 
Trail 

Connection
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S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Environmental Impacts

•Natural Resources
• Wetlands and 

Floodplains
• Threatened/

Endangered Species

•Physical Impacts
• Noise
• Air Quality – No Impact
• Contamination

• Cultural/Social
• Historical – Minimal 

impact (SR 1 Trail)
• Archaeological –

Minimal impact
• 4 (f) Sites/Parks – S.R. 1 

Historic Trail and BHST
• Socio‐Economic –

Minimal impact
• Relocation
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S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Wetlands & Floodplains

Wetlands Results Based on the National Wetlands Inventory

Floodplain Impacts
• Alternatives cross both the Blackwater River and Clear Creek 

floodplains.
• Mitigation will be required for impacts to the Blackwater River 

floodplain. 

Alternative

Seepage 

Slope/Wet 

Prairie

Basin 

Swamp

Dome 

Swamp

Bottomland 

Forest
Total

1 23.48 10.28 1.43 21.66 56.85

2 23.23 10.28 0 21.66 55.17

SLIDE 11

S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Threatened/Endangered Species

Federally Listed Wildlife Species
• Gulf Sturgeon – May affect, but is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence 

or destroy, or adversely modify, its designated critical habitat
• Reticulated Flatwoods Salamander – May affect, but is not likely to jeopardize the 

continued existence or destroy, or adversely, modify its designated critical habitat
• Eastern Indigo Snake – May affect, but is not likely to adversely affect
• Wood Stork – No effect
• Red‐Cockaded Woodpecker – No effect
• Freshwater Mussels – No effect
• Florida Manatee – May affect, but is not likely to adversely affect

State Listed Wildlife
• Gopher Tortoise – May affect, but is not likely to adversely affect
• Southeastern American Kestrel – No effect
• Wading Birds – May affect, but is not likely to adversely affect
• Florida Black Bear – No effect

State Listed Plant Species
• Likely exist in project limits, but may be salvaged in accordance with state law 

(Chapter 581.185, F.S.)

Other Species
• Bald Eagle – No effect SLIDE 12
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S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Noise Impacts

Approach or Exceed 66 dB(A) Increase of 15 dB(A) or More

Alternative Residences
Recreational 

Trail
Residences Recreational Trail

1 9 2 5 2

2 18 2 5 2

• Noise abatement measures must be considered when predicted 
noise levels approach or exceed the FHWA established Noise 
Abatement Criteria (NAC) levels, or when a substantial noise 
increase occurs.

• In accordance with 23 CFR Part 772, noise abatement measures 
were evaluated for the noise sensitive sites that approached or 
exceeded the FHWA pre-determined levels. 

• The results of the evaluation revealed construction of a noise barrier 
may be reasonable and feasible for noise sensitive sites located on 
the western limit of Alternative 2 near the Harvest Point Subdivision. 
Commitments regarding the exact abatement measure locations, 
heights, and type (or approved alternatives) will be made during the 
final design phase.

SLIDE 13

S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study

Alternative
Right‐of‐Way 

Costs

Construction 

Costs
Total  Estimated Costs

1 $ 5,058,000 $ 116,781,000 $121,839,000

2 $5,626,000 $120,410,000 $126,036,000

Current Estimated 
Construction/Right‐Of‐Way Costs

Project Schedule
• PD&E – Will be finalized Spring 2015
• Design – Planned to begin within Fiscal Years 2016‐2020
• Right‐of‐way – Not planned for funding currently
• Construction – Not planned for funding currently
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S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Right‐of‐Way Impacts and 

Relocations

IMPACTED PARCELS

Relocations

Alternative

Residential Industrial Commercial

Public Agriculture Total

Vacant Improved Vacant Improved Vacant Improved

1 5 6 1 1 1 0 6 15 35 2*

2 7 7 1 1 1 0 8 12 37 3*

*One residence will not be relocated due to existing damage

SLIDE 15

S.R.	87	Connector		PD&E	Study
Closing

WE APPRECIATE 
YOUR INPUT!

THANK YOU!
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