
Commenter F1: Form letter 

F1-1 

F1-2 

F1-3 

Fifty-five copies of a form letter were received. 

F1-1:  Your support to keep the Hot Springs campus 
open is noted and included in the public record. VA 
notes that it has selected a new preferred alternative (A-
2) in the Final EIS which includes renovation and use
of Building 12 on the existing campus as the new
CBOC.  VHA is also proposing to use Buildings 3 and
4 as a national pharmacy call center.  If implemented,
these actions continue a VA presence on at least a
portion of the campus.

F-2: VA is concerned about the long-term preservation
of the historic buildings of the Hot Springs VA campus.
If any building is scheduled to be unoccupied for more
than three months, VA will contract an experienced
professional to develop and implement a plan to
preserve the buildings. See Section 5.2.2 for more
information about this measure and others to resolve
adverse effects to historic properties.

F1-3:  No Native American Tribes came forward to 
identify or confirm that there are sacred sites or 
Traditional Cultural Properties on the site of the Hot 
Springs VA campus. Therefore, a change in use of the 
campus would not be expected to restrict access. A 
change in access under Alternative G cannot be 
guaranteed for the longer term without knowing the 
final reuse, however, VA will remain in communication 
with Native American Tribes through the OTGR, and 
will work with Tribes requesting access in the future. 
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F1-4 

F1-5 

F1-6 

F1-7 

F1-8 

F1-9 

Seven of the letters included original text additions. 

F1-4:  VA’s history of cost overruns on past 
construction projects is not within the scope of the EIS 
to address. 

F1-5:  While renovation costs are typically less than new 
construction for general buildings, renovation costs at 
Battle Mountain Sanitarium (at least to renovate 
Building 12 for a new CBOC) have been estimated at a 
higher cost than new construction (see additional 
breakout of alternative costs in Chapter 2, e.g., Table 2-
2 for Alternatives A-1 and A-2). This is due to a 
combination of factors, including the type of building 
material and the fact that the campus facilities are part 
of Battle Mountain Sanitarium National Historic 
Landmark which requires adherence to strict renovation 
standards. 

F1-6: The purpose and need for change is outlined in 
Chapter 1 of the EIS.  Under the proposed 
reconfiguration, primary care would still be provided in 
Hot Springs (on the existing campus under the new 
preferred Alternative A-2) and Veterans would also 
have more options for health care under the expanded 
Care in the Community Program. The State Veterans 
Home in Hot Springs contracts with local community 
health care providers for their residents primary care 
needs. VA acknowledges commenter’s support to keep 
the Hot Springs campus open.  

FI-7:  VA agrees. Our mission is to provide high-
quality, safe and accessible health care for our Veterans. 

F1-8: Socioeconomic impacts from the proposed 
reconfiguration, including impacts on the local 
economy, are addressed in Sections 4.10 and 4.16 in the 
Final EIS.   See also group response in Table E-2 of 
Appendix E relating to socioeconomic impacts.  
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F1-8 

F1-3 

F1-9: VA is aware of the importance of VAMC jobs to 
the local Hot Springs economy and the potential impact 
of economic difficulties on the downtown commercial 
buildings. Under the preferred alternative, VA is seeking 
to avoid these impacts through implementation of 
Supplemental Alternative G. Reuse of the campus has 
the potential to avoid and/or minimize economic 
difficulties and therefore long-term impacts to the 
buildings of the historic district. The preferred 
alternative also has the potential to minimize impacts 
from vandalism and safety concerns by retaining some 
VA healthcare services, and thus a continued VA 
presence, on campus. VA further mitigated effects to 
the Hot Springs Historic District in the Measures to 
Adverse Effects described in Section 5.2. 
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