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The EPA also recommends that the Forest Service include a discussion of climate change in the FEIS
that analyzes how climate change effects, including warmer temperatures and reduced precipitation,
could impact the project, as well as the potential for project activities to mitigate these effects. We
recommend, for instance, that the discussion describe how climate change could affect—once tamarisk
have been eradicated—the efforts to restore native species of riparian plants, as well as how the
successful reintroduction of native vegetation and the associated benefits from this reintroduction
(including greater water availability, plant diversity, and habitat for sensitive species) could result in a
more resilient forest better able to adapt to the effects of climate change.

We appreciate the opportunity to review this DEIS, and are available to discuss our comments. When
the FEIS is released for public review, please send one hard copy and one CD to the address above (mail
code: ENF-4-2). If you have any questions, please contact me at 415-972-3521, or Jason Gerdes, the
lead reviewer for this project. Mr. Gerdes can be reached at 415-947-4221 or gerdes.jason @epa.gov.

Kathleen Martyn Gofort anager
Environmental Review Section

Enclosure: Summary of EPA Rating Definitions
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