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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 OVERVIEW

On May 20, 2014, Champlain VT, LLC, d/b/a Transmission Developers, Inc.-New England (TDI-NE)
submitted an application to the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) for a Presidential permit for the New
England Clean Power Link (NECPL) Project (proposed NECPL Project). An application for a Presidential
permit was evaluated in accordance with Executive Order (EO) 10485, as amended by EO 12038, and the
regulations codified at 10 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 205.320 et seq. (2000), “Application for
Presidential Permit Authorizing the Construction, Connection, Operation, and Maintenance of Facilities for
Transmission of Electric Energy at International Boundaries.” The DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and
Energy Reliability, National Electricity Delivery Division (OE-20) is responsible for issuing Presidential
permits. The Presidential permit for the NECPL Project (OE Docket Number PP-400), if issued, would
authorize TDI-NE to construct, operate, maintain, and connect the United States portion of the proposed
NECPL Project.

Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, and in considering an application for
a Presidential permit, the DOE must take into account potential environmental impacts of the proposed
transmission line and associated facilities before making a final decision. The DOE is using the NEPA
process to involve federal, state, and local agencies; tribal governments; and the public in the environmental
review of the proposed NECPL Project.

The proposed NECPL Project consists of an approximately 154-mile long, 1,000-megawatt (MW), high-
voltage direct current (HVDC) electric power transmission system that would have both aquatic
(underwater) (= 98 miles) and terrestrial (underground) (56 miles) segments in the state of Vermont. The
Project includes a transmission cable that would run from the United States and Canada border to Ludlow,
Vermont, and associated equipment. The Project would terminate at the existing Vermont Electric Power
Company (VELCO) substation in Cavendish, Vermont, and interconnect with the transmission system
operated by Independent System Operator New England (ISO-New England). In addition to the
transmission line itself, the system would include a new direct current (DC)-to-alternating current (AC)
HVDC converter station in the town of Ludlow, Vermont.

This document constitutes the Final EIS Comment Response Document on the NECPL Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS). The Draft EIS and all other documents associated with the EIS are available on
the NECPL Web site at http://www.necplinkeis.org.

1.2 HISTORY OF OUTREACH AND PUBLIC COMMENT PROCESS

The DOE provided a 60-day public review period starting June 12, 2015 and ending on August 11, 2015,
and held public hearings for the Draft EIS. The public review period was initiated through publication of
a Notice of Availability (NOA) in the Federal Register by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
(Attachment 1). The NOA was also sent to interested parties, including federal, state, and local officials;
regulatory agency representatives; stakeholder organizations; and private individuals in the vicinity of the
proposed transmission line. A NOA and Public Hearing Announcement was published in two Vermont
newspapers with distribution along the proposed transmission line (Table 1). Attachment 2 contains a copy
of the NOA published in the newspapers.

During the public comment period on the Draft EIS, the DOE conducted two public hearings: one in
Burlington, Vermont on July 15, 2015 and one in Rutland, Vermont on July 16, 2015 (Table 2). The
hearings provided the public with the opportunity to provide verbal comments in person, and their
comments would be transcribed by a court stenographer. There were no public comments at these hearings.
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In addition, the DOE received written comment letters and emails from one private citizen and five
government agencies. A copy of the comment letters received are included in Attachment 3 and are also
available on the NECPL Web site at http://www.necplinkeis.org.

TABLE 1. NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION DATES
AND AREA OF DISTRIBUTION FOR THE DRAFT EIS

Newspaper Area of Distribution Publication Date
Burlington Free Press | Chittenden, Grand Isle July 1 and July 8, 2015

Counties, Vermont
Rutland Herald Rutland, Addison, Windsor July 1 and July 8, 2015
Counties, Vermont

TABLE 2. DATES AND LOCATIONS OF THE PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE DRAFT EIS

Meeting Date Location Number of Number of
Attendees Commenters
July 15, 2015 Burlington, VT 9 0

July 16, 2015 Rutland, VT 4 0

1.3 COOPERATING AGENCIES

The DOE invited several federal and state agencies to participate as cooperating agencies in preparing this
EIS because of their special expertise or jurisdiction by law (40 CFR 1501.6). The cooperating agencies
for the Project are the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 1, the U.S. Coast Guard
(USCG), and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), New England District. The DOE has the
authority to issue the Presidential permit for the international border crossing, and the USACE issues Clean
Water Act (CWA) Section 404 and Section 10 permits. No local agencies or Native American tribes made
a request to participate as cooperating agencies.

2 AGENCY AND PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIS

A variety of issues and concerns were raised during the public review period. The DOE considered all
comments in preparing the Final EIS. This section lists the commenters and summarizes the comment
documents received during the public comment process. Commenters on the Draft EIS were primarily state
and federal agencies; only one comment from an individual was received. TDI-NE provided updated
information in the form of revised mileage and other editorial corrections to the Project route that are
consistent with other federal and state applications filed by TDI-NE. Table 3 provides a list of those persons
and/or agencies who provided comments during the Draft EIS comment period. The DOE responded to
those comments that are within the scope of and relevant to the analysis within this EIS. Vertical bars in
the margins of the Final EIS mark the locations of changed text, including substantive revisions and new
information based in part on comments received on the Draft EIS. Deletions are not indicated.

Department of Energy October 2015
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Commenter Name

Frank Delgiudice
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TABLE 3. DRAFT EIS COMMENTERS

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Commenter Agency or Organization

H. Curtis Spaulding

Regional Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

M.A. Baroody

Captain of the Port, Northern New England Sector, U.S. Coast Guard

Andrew L. Raddant

Regional Environmental Officer, U.S. Department of the Interior *

Bonney Hartely

Stockbridge-Munsee Tribal Historic Preservation

Laura V. Trieschmann

Vermont Division for Historic Preservation

Kris Pastoriza

Private Citizen

Table 4 summarizes the comments submitted during the Draft EIS public comment period into major
representative issues and concerns, organized by general topic. All comments received are presented in
their entirety in Attachment 3 of this Comment Response Document. Table 4 also identifies the substantive
revisions that were made from the Draft EIS to the Final EIS as a result of these comments.

TABLE 4. SUMMARY OF AGENCY AND PUBLIC COMMENTS
AND SUBSTANTIVE REVISIONS TO THE FINAL EIS

Subject Area

Comment Summary

Revision to Draft EIS

Summary

Multiple edits in the summary and
summary table.

o Updated the Summary to be
consistent with the Final EIS,
including updated information on the
proposed Project, figures, and
summary of impacts.

Purpose and Need

Scope. Commenter requested a broader
purpose and need statement so as not to
preclude consideration of other
alternatives.

o No substantive changes were made to
this section.

Proposed Action

Proposed Action. Multiple commenters
had updates to the cable route mileage
and construction methods for the
Project. USACE requested additional
discussion of alternatives.

o Updated the cable route mileage.

o Updated the six construction
methods.

o Added a reference in the Final EIS to
the USACE alternatives that are
located in Appendix E.

Proposed Project

Wetland Installation. Commenter
requested additional description of
wetland trenching disposal methods and
recommended disposal of excess
material in an upland location.
Mitigation. Some commenters noted
that Project-specific mitigation measures
were not discussed in the Draft EIS.
Crossing Techniques. Commenter
requested a more detailed description of
stream crossing techniques.

o Description of wetland trenching
disposal method is presented in
Section5.2.8 and 5.2.9.

o Project specific mitigation measures
are found in Appendix G.

o Crossing techniques are presented in
detail in Section 5.2.4.1.

1 The U.S. Department of Interior did not have comments on the Draft EIS but did provide comments related to consultation
under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.
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Subject Area

Comment Summary
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Revision to Draft EIS

Land Use (1-17)

1. Transportation

HDD Construction. Commenter

e Added information on cofferdams

and Traffic requested that the short-term effect of and time frame for cable installation
proposed HDD construction cofferdams (Section 5.1.2.1 and 5.1.9.1. and
on lake transportation be addressed. 5.1.14.1).
Nautical Charts. Commenters requested
that the cable route be depicted on e Section 5.1.2.1 - TDI-NE upon
nautical charts during and after completion of cable installation,
construction. would provide NOAA with cable
Emergency Repairs. Commenter routes to use in development of
requested clarification of conclusion that nautical charts (Section 5.1.2.1).
emergency repairs to the lake sections of
cable would be brief. e Sections 5.1.2.2, 5.1.3.2 address

emergency repairs and define “brief”
as less than 30 days.

2. Water Sedimentation. Commenter asked fora Jle Section 5.1.3.1 - Turbidity discussion;

Resources more detailed discussion of erosion and emphasized South lake area and
sedimentation control techniques; also potential algal blooms.
concerned about effects of phosphorus re- | e Section 3.2.11.2 - Analysis was
suspension in shallow parts of lake, updated and map was added for
where algal blooms occur. effects on drinking water and
Drinking Water. Commenter requested drinking water source protection
additional analysis and mapping of areas.
drinking water source protection areas e Added information on TDI-NE’s
and drinking water supply areas; also blasting plan as it relates to
asked for turbidity projections to support groundwater in Section 5.2.3.1.
conclusion that drinking water quality
would not be affected.

3. Agquatic Invasive Species. Commenters requested Jl e Section 5.1.4.1 — Analysis was

Habitats and expanded analysis of Project impact on updated and expanded.

Species aquatic invasive species spread and
discussion of monitoring aquatic invasive Jle Section 5.1.4.1 — Currently no
species post-construction. blasting is proposed within the Lake
Blasting. Commenter requested analysis Champlain Segment which limits the
of impact of blasting on aquatic potential for impacts to aquatic
resources. species within Lake Champlain.

4 .Aquatic No comments.

Protected and
Sensitive Species

5. Terrestrial
Habitats and

General. Effects of Canadian
hydropower on terrestrial resources.

e Sections 5.1.7, 5.2.7 - Analysis of
impacts to northern long-eared bat

Species Protected and Sensitive Species. was updated to reflect federally
Commenter asked to include northern threatened status.
long-eared bat in discussion of impact of J| e Section 5.2.7.2 - Added effects of
magnetic fields on terrestrial species, if magnetic fields on northern long-
appropriate; also, general request for eared bat.
review of Project impacts on northern
long-eared bat.

Department of Energy October 2015
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Subject Area

Comment Summary
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Revision to Draft EIS

6. Terrestrial
Protected and
Sensitive Species

No comments.

7. Wetlands

Invasive Species. Commenter asked for
inclusion of Project invasive species
management plan in the EIS.
Valuation. Commenter asked for
clarification of statement that because
potentially affected wetlands occur in
previously disturbed areas, wetlands
values are limited.

Hazardous Materials. Commenter was
concerned that 100-foot buffer from
hazardous materials storage was not
adequately protective.

Impacts. Commenter requested
clarification on methodology for
calculating wetland and stream impacts;
clarify if Project would have permanent
effects on wetlands, such as loss of
functions and services.

e Section 5.1.4.1 provides
information on invasive species.

¢ No change to Section 5.2.8.1
discussion of wetlands in
previously disturbed areas.

e The existing buffer for hazardous
materials would be outlined in the
SPCC or equivalent plan and
follow all appropriate federal and
State of Vermont regulations
regarding management of
hazardous materials and wastes.

e Wetland functions are discussed in
Section 5.2.8.1.

8. Geology and
Soil

Effects of HDD. Commenter observed
that effects of dredging at HDD site in
Alburgh, Vermont were not included in
discussion.

Phosphorus Re-suspension.
Commenter requested more detailed
explanation of installation techniques
that would minimize re-suspension of
phosphorus-containing sediments in the
lake.

o HDD dredging in Alburgh was
listed in Section 5.1.9.1.

e Section 5.1.3.1 provides
information on re-suspension of
phosphorus containing sediments.

9. Cultural
Resources

Affected Environment. Commenter
questioned defining the area of potential
effects as 50 feet wide when documents
suggest staging areas would exceed this
width.

Impacts. Consider the impact of
blasting on historic properties outside
the corridor; consider adverse effects on
Fullam and Mott structures in Alburgh
and Ludlow.

e Section 3.1.10, 3.2.10 and Appendix
I: Cultural Resources - Updated
information on the status of the
Section 106 process and area of
potential effect.

e Section 5.2.10 - Updated cultural
resources effects and consultation
under Section 106.

10. Infrastructure

Electrical Systems. Commenter

observed that there are other electrical
lines between Vermont and New York
that should be identified and included.

o Edits were made to reflect updated
information on infrastructure.

11. Recreation

No substantive comments.

12. Public Health
and Safety

No substantive comments.

o Updated information in Section
3.2.13.2 to reflect new source of

Department of Energy
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Subject Area Comment Summary Revision to Draft EIS
information on guidelines for
exposure to DC magnetic fields.
13. Noise No comments.

14. Hazardous
Materials and
Waste

Effects on Lake. Commenter asked for
discussion of lake sediment testing,
including disposal methods.

e Section 5.1.15 - Added contractor
requirements for hazardous spills and
waste.

15. Air Quality

Model. Commenter requested more
recent emissions model to be used for
analysis.

Mitigation. Commenter asked for
identification of emissions reduction
mitigation measures.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions.
Commenter asked for revision and
expansion of greenhouse emissions
analysis.

e Sections 5.1.16, 5.2.16 and Appendix
K - Analysis was updated using
MOVES emissions modeling.

e Section 5.1.16.1 provides a list of
emission reduction measures TDI-NE
proposes to implement.

o Regarding GHG analysis, the DOE
followed EPA’s Guidelines for GHG
emissions. The DOE deleted
comparisons of Project GHG
emissions to United States or global
emissions, per EPA request.

16. Socioeconomics

No comments.

e Section 5.1.17.2 - Added information
about the recent Agreement between
TDI-NE and Conservation Law
Foundation.

17. Environmental
Justice

Scale of Analysis. Commenters
requested a finer scale of analysis to
more accurately assess impacts to
environmental justice communities.

o Added census tract analysis in
Appendix J.

Environmental
Consequences of

Commenter noted that updated
information exists for ISO-NE.

o Updated information on the region’s
installed generating capacity from

No Action ISO-NE.

Cumulative Power Generation Projects. o Added reference to the proposed

Impacts Commenter noted a new transmission Vermont Green Line Project.
line that is being proposed that should be fl ¢ Added additional updated information
included in cumulative effects analysis. regarding Vermont’s renewable

e Added information on Vermont’s portfolio standards.
Renewable Energy Standards e Sections 5.1.17.1 and 5.2.17 discuss
Growth. Commenter noted cumulative (Socioeconomics), potential
effects of growth induced by the Project temporary effects of construction
should be addressed. growth.

Appendices Navigation Risk Assessment. o Added text in Section 5.1.2.2 -
Commenter asked if the Applicant Applicant has not prepared a NRA for
would be developing a NRA for Coast this Project; however, TDI-NE will
Guard review and approval. prepare a NRA sufficiently prior to

construction, so as to allow for review
by interested stakeholders, such as the
USCG and Lake Champlain Ferry
operators who are the primary
commercial operators on the Lake.
Since there are minimal commercial
Department of Energy October 2015
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Subject Area

Comment Summary
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Revision to Draft EIS

operators on the Lake, TDI-NE
expects the NRA would be quite

straight forward.

Appendix H: ESA
Section 7
Documentation

No comments.

Added letters from USFWS and
agreement with VTANR to Appendix

H

Appendix I:
NHPA Section 106
Documentation

No comments.

Added letters from Vermont
Department of Historic Preservation
and TDI-NE stipulations in their
Agreement with the Vermont
Department of Historic Preservation

to Appendix I.

Appendix J:
Environmental
Justice

Commenter requested Environmental
Justice analysis use census tract data
instead of county data.

Census tract data table was added to

Appendix J.

Appendix K:

Department of Energy

Commenter requested updated MOVES
analysis.

M-7

Provided MOVES analysis in
Appendix K.
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33519

fifth year. Some sources revised and
resubmitted their RMPs between the
five-year deadlines, because of changes
occurring at the source that triggered an
earlier resubmission. These sources
were then assigned a new five-year
compliance deadline based on the date
of their most recent revised plan
submission. However, since most
sources are not required to resubmit
earlier than their five-year compliance
deadline, the next RMP submission
deadline for most sources occurs in
2019. The remaining sources have been
assigned a different deadline in 2016,
2017, 2018, or 2020 based on the date
of their most recent submission. Only
the first three years are within the
period covered by this ICR.

In this ICR, EPA has accounted for
burden for new sources that may
become subject to the regulations,
currently covered sources with
compliance deadlines in this ICR period
(2016 to 2018), sources that are out of
compliance since the last regulatory
deadline but are expected to comply
during this ICR period, and sources that
have deadlines beyond this ICR period
but are required to comply with certain
prevention program documentation
requirements during this ICR period.

orm numbers: Risk Management
Plan Form: EPA Form 8700-25; CBI
Substantiation Form: EPA Form 8700-
27; CBI Unsanitized Data Element Form:
EPA Form 8700-28.

Respondents/affected entities: Entities
potentially affected by this action are
chemical manufacturers, petroleum
refineries, water treatment systems,
agricultural chemical distributors,
refrigerated warehouses, chemical
distributors, non-chemical
manufacturers, wholesale fuel
distributors, energy generation facilities,
etc.

Respondent’s obligation to respond:
Mandatory (40 CFR part 68).

Estimated number of respondents:
12,600 (total).

Frequency of response: Sources must
resubmit RMPs at least every five years
and update certain on-site
documentation more frequently.

Total estimated burden: 80,546 hours
(per vear). Burden is defined at 5 CFR
1320.03(b).

Total estimated cost: $6,736,212 (per
vear), includes $0 annualized capital or
operation & maintenance costs.

Changes in estimates: The above
burden estimates are based on the
current approved ICR. In the final notice
for the renewed ICR, EPA will publish
revised burden estimates based on
updates to respondent data and unit
costs. The revised burden estimates may
decrease slightly from the current ICR,

Department of Energy

as the total universe of respondents has
decreased slightly, and also because the
new ICR period will not include a major
(five-year) reporting cycle vear. The
most recent five-year reporting cycle
year was 2014, which is covered by the
current approved ICR. The next major
five-year reporting cycle year is 2019,
which is after the period covered by the
new ICR. However, wage inflation may
offset this decrease or even result in a
marginal increase in burden compared
with the ICR currently approved by
OMB.

Dated: June 1, 2015.
Reggie Cheatham,
Acting Director, Office of Emergency
Management.
[FR Doc. 2015-14445 Filed 6-11-15; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[ER-FRL-9021-4]

Environmental Impact Statements;
Notice of Availability

Responsible Agency: Office of Federal
Activities, General Information (202)
5647146 or hitp://www.epa.gov/
compliance/nepa/.

Weekly receipt of Environmental Impact
Statements (EISs)

Filed 06/01/2015 Through 06/05/2015

Pursuant to 40 CFR 1506.9.

Notice: Section 309(a) of the Clean Air
Act requires that EPA make public its
comments on EISs issued by other
Federal agencies. EPA’s comment letters
on EISs are available at: https://
cdxnodengn.epa.gov/cdx-enepa-public/
action/eis/search.

EIS No. 20150160, Draft, USFWS, HI, Na
Pua Makani Wind Project and Habitat
Conservation Plan, Comment Period
Ends: 08/11/2015, Contact: Jodi
Charrier 808-792-9400.

EIS No. 20150161, Draft, DOE, VT, New
England Clean Power Link
Transmission Line Project, Comment
Period Ends: 08/11/2015, Contact:
Brian Mills 202-586—-8267.

EIS No. 20150162, Draft Supplement,
FTA, CA, Regional Connector Transit
Corridor, Comment Period Ends: 07/
27/2015, Contact: Mary Nguven 213—
202-3960.

EIS No. 20150163, Final, BLM, CA.
Soda Mountain Solar Project
Proposed Plan Amendment, Review
Period Ends: 07/13/2015, Contact: Jeff
Childers 760-252—-6000.

EIS No. 20150164, Draft Supplement,
BLM, UT, Alton Coal Tract Lease by
Application, Comment Period Ends:

Attachment 1-3

08/11/2015, Contact: Keith Rigtrup
435-865-3063.

EIS No. 20150165, Final, APHIS,
National, Feral Swine Damage
Management—A National Approach,
Review Period Ends: 07/13/2015,
Contact: Kimberly Wagner 608—837—
2727.

EIS No. 20150166, Final, USFS, CO,
Invasive Plant Management for the
Medicine Bow- Routt National Forests
and Thunder Basin National
Grasslands, Review Period Ends: 07/
27/2015, Contact: Misty Hays 307—
358-7102.

EIS No. 20150167, Final, USFS, MT,
Como Forest Health Project (FHP),
Review Period Ends: 07/13/2015,
Contact: Sara Grove 406—-821-3269.
Dated: June 9, 2015.

Dawn Roeberts,

Management Analyst, NEPA Compliance

Division, Office of Federal Activities.

[FR Doc. 2015-14435 Filed 6—11-15; &:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE
CORPORATION

Sunshine Act Meeting

Pursuant to the provisions of the
“Government in the Sunshine Act” (5
U.S.C. 552b), notice is hereby given that
the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation’s Board of Directors will
meet in open session at 10:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, June 16, 2015, to consider the
following matters:

Summary Agenda: No substantive
discussion of the following items is
anticipated. These matters will be
resolved with a single vote unless a
member of the Board of Directors
requests that an item be moved to the
discussion agenda.

Disposition of minutes of previous
Board of Directors’ Meetings.

Memorandum and resolution re:
Regulatory Capital Rules: Regulatory
Capital, Revisions Applicable to
Banking Organizations Subject to the
Advanced Approaches Risk-Based
Capital Rule.

Memorandum and resolution re: Final
Rule to Implement Requirements of the
Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform
Act and the Homeowner Flood
Insurance Affordability Act.

Summary reports, status reports,
reports of the Office of Inspector
General, and reports of actions taken
pursuant to authority delegated by the
Board of Directors.

October 2015
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Attachment 3: Draft EIS Comment Letters
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Stockbridge-Munsee Tribal Historic Preservation June 30, 2015

Vermont Division of Historic Preservation August 11, 2015
Pastoriza, Kris July 17, 2015
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT
696 VIRGINIA ROAD
CONCORD MA 01742-2754

August 6, 2015

Regulatory Division
CENAE-R-PEC-NAE-2013-2689

Mr. Brian Mills

Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE-20)
U.S. Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue

Sw., Washington, DC 20585

Dear Mr. Mills:

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the “Draft New England
Clean Power Link Project Environmental Impact Statement”.

The document generally addresses the environmental impacts of the
project and of the preferred alternative. However, we believe additional
information should be provided within Section 2 of the Draft EIS on alternative
routes considered in evaluating the proposed project. These alternatives should
include overland routes that are alternatives to the Lake Champlain Segment.
We suggest that Appendix D include the information on alternatives provided in
the Corps application. This information will be required for our permit review.
The attached sheets detail these and other specific comments concerning the
Draft EIS.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Michael S. Adams at our
Vermont Project Office at 802 872-2893.

Sincerely,

‘I{V Frank Delgiudice
Chief, Permits and Enforcement Branch C
Regulatory Division

Attachment

USACE 1

Department of Energy

USACE 1: Appendix D contains the applicant’s full description of routing
alternatives considered but eliminated; Appendix E provides the link to the
applicant’s USACE 404 application. The full application can be found at
http://necplink.com/docs/army_corps/Narrative_Final_11-07-14.pdf.

October 2015
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http://necplink.com/docs/army_corps/Narrative_Final_11-07-14.pdf

Copies furnished:

Mr. Brian Mills
Department of Energy
Brian.Mills@hq.doe.gov

Ms. Beth Alafat
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
ALAFAT.BETH@epamail.epa.gov

Mr. Tim Timmerman
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
timmerman.timothy@epa.gov

Ms. Maria Tur
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
maria_Tur@fws.gov

Ms. Michele DesAutels
USCG
Michele.E.DesAutels@uscg.mil

Ms. Laura Lapierre
VT Department of Environmental Conservation
Laura.Lapierre@state.vt.us

Mr. Josh Bagnato
Champlain VT, LLC, d/b/a TDI-NE
Josh.Bagnato@chvtlic.com

Department of Energy October 2015
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Comments
Draft New England Clean Power Link Project
Environmental Impact Statement

Summary

Page S-8 - The description indicates that at depths greater than 150’ the cables will
protected with concrete mats. This is not the case, at this depth the cable will lay on th
lake bottom and over time they are expected to settle into the lake bottom.

Page S-10 - Construction and Schedule: The project is expected to start in 2016 and
completed in 2018. On Page 6-4 the construction is anticipated to occur between 201
and 2019,

Page $-10 - The description on how deep the aquatic transmission cable will be bufieH
in the lake bottom varies throughout the document.

Page §-12 - In the US Army Corps of Engineers (COE) application the terrestrial
transmission cable will be buried 4 to 6 feet deep, in the Draft EIS it will be buried 4'.

Page S-13 - It's not clear in the description on whether the trench plugs will be left ir]
place or removed before the trench is backfilled.

Later in the document, page 5-10, the work will take 8 months. Does this time period
include the grapnel run?

effect to commercial and recreational navigational use of the lake in and around the
location of the proposed cofferdams. There is no mention on how long these structurs
will be in the lake.

Pages S-17 and 2-22 - Transportation and Traffic: There is a potential for a short-teﬂ

Pages S-18 and 2-23 - Aquatic Habitats and Species: In the COE application abou%s
acres of lake bottom will be filled by the concrete mats.

Pages 5-20 and 2-25 - Wetlands: In the COE application the project will temporarily
impact about 4.5 acres of wetlands. About 1.95 acres of forested wetland will be
cleared, with about 1.21 acres being allowed to grow back. About 0.74 acre of foreste
wetland will be permanently converted to palustrine emergent or palustrine scrub-shru
wetlands.

Sections
Page 1-2 — Identify the specific mitigation measures that have been incorporated imoﬂe

project.

lake bottom and over time will settle into the lake bottom,

Pages 2-7, 2-15 and 5-21 — At depths greater than 150’ the cables will be laid on thew

USACE 2

PSACE 3

USACE 4

USACE 5

USACE 6

Page §-16 — Table S-2: Installation of the cable in the lake is expected to take 7 I'T‘IDFIE%.USACE 7

USACE 8

USACE 9

DSACE 10

USACE 11

PUSACE 12

Department of Energy

USACE 2. All instances where the description of depth includes concrete mats was
edited to reflect that the cable would lay on the lake bottom at depths greater than 150
feet.

USACE 3. All references to the construction schedule of the NECPL Project,
specifically in Sections 5.1.17 and 6.1.3, have been edited to reflect 2016-2018.

USACE 4. The depth of aquatic transmission cable burial was changed to “3 to 5
feet”.

USACE 5. The Final EIS was edited to reflect a terrestrial burial depth of 4-6 feet, as
provided by TDI-NE. This is not inconsistent with the USACE application.

USACE 6. In S.6.1.2., text was added to detail that the bags/plugs cannot be left in
place if they will present a heat dissipation issue during operation.

USACE 7. The grapnel run is expected to be performed during the construction
season (June 1 to November 1) one year before the submarine cable installation. The
grapnel run is expected to take approximately 30 calendar days to complete.

USACE 8. Potential effects to commercial and recreational navigational use of the
lake around the proposed cofferdams is addressed in Section 5.1.2.1. The cofferdams
are expected to be in place approximately 3 months (Section 5.1.9.2).

USACE 9. Acreage of lake bottom filled by concrete mats has been edited in the
Summary Table, Table 2-2, and Section 5.1.4 to be consistent with the application to
the USACE.

USACE 10. The wetlands temporarily affected is consistent between the Final EIS
and the 404 application.

USACE 11. TDI-NE hasrevised its General Mitigation Strategies (Appendix G of
the Final EIS) which has been updated based on the stipulation reached with various
parties in July, 2015. These mitigation strategies will be incorporated into
Construction Man