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us . I am in 100 percent for Luke Air Force Base , and God ]GE-3 

bless everyone of you who are . 

Thank you. 

COL . GREGORY : Thank you , ma ' am . Barbara 

Anderson . Ms . Anderson . Okay . Put this one aside . 

Condi Edmonds . The floor is yours . 
3066 LU 

MS . CONDI EDMONDS : My name is Condi Edmonds , 

E- d - m- o - n - d - s . When my husband and I moved to the West 

Valley in 2002 , we were well aware of the presence of Luke 

Air Force Base . We were given a document to sign 

acknowledging the fact that we were close to Luke Air 

Force Base and that there would be noise from the jets as 

were all of the prospective buyers of new homes in the 

area . We embraced the opportunity to live near a military 

community . 

My husband , a former military liaison specialist 

with the FAA, welcomed the chance to see the aircraft he 
-

dearly loves in action . I don ' t understand the objections 

to the F- 35 . Luke Air Force Base is the perfect setting 

for pilot training. The Phoenix area has the best climate 

of all the proposed locations . And the West Valley has 
GE-3 

the infrastructure to support both the military and 

civilian personnel. 

If the residents of this area feel that the 

housing market is depressed now , imagine what it would be 
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like if we lose Luke as a training base . Horne values will 

take a horrific nose dive , and military families would 

lose a great deal of money when they are transferred 
GE-3 

elsewhere . Civilian employees at Luke would lose their cont'd 

jobs , and many businesses in the surrounding area would 

see dramatically reduced revenues possibly forcing some to 

close . -
The men and women of Luke Air Force are training 

the future defenders of our freedom. We need to remember 

that our freedom isn ' t free and it isn ' t quiet . 

COL . GREGORY : Chandra Eden . 
3067 LU 

MS . CHANDRA EDEN : My tap dancing lessons are 

going to be off for a bit. 

COL . GREGORY : I wish I could bring the mic over 

to you , but it ' s tied to this pole . 

MS. CHANDRA EDEN : I need to get the swelling 

down anyway . When I get done here , I ' m going to go get an 

x - ray to see how bad it is broken . Apparently when you 

run on the edge of the sidewalk , it doesn ' t work . 

COL. GREGORY : Better watch that cord. 

MS . CHANDRA EDEN : Just a tip for you . 

Okay . My name is Chandra Eden . I was at the 

first meeting that they had over at the -- it was in 2010. 

I set directly in front of one of the speakers , and it was 

loud . But my ears didn ' t pop . They didn ' t ring . And 
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that was me sitting close as this front row . I have 

airplanes going across my house at least five times a day . 

I love it. My dog lays there. And when they comes by , 

she rolls over on her back and she kicks her feet in the 

air . I think she ' s waving . I don ' t know . 

But I don ' t see any problem with having Luke Air 

Force Base here . I see a problem with us turning the 

F- 35s down . There is probably 4 , 000 families around Luke 

Air Force Base. On my street alone , there are two people 

that work at Luke Air Force Base . 

And to get off on a bad subject , Bank of F- ing 

America has got me at 52 percent . What happens if I had 

to sell and all of those houses were vacant? So I ' m all }, 
for Luke Air Force Base 100 , 000 percent . 

Thank you . 

COL. GREGORY : Ray Suznowski. Mr. Suznowski . 

Hope I got that right . Ray Suznowski . 

Everett Pincolini . 
3068 LU 

MR . EVERETT PINCOLINI : For the record , Everett 

Pincolini , P- i - n - c - o - I - i - n - i. feel like I ' m in a 

spelling bee . 

I am a licensed real estate agent in the state of 

Arizona , and I want to address the issue on noise. Like 

one speaker before talked about concerning new horne sales , 

just like that on the same procedures for resales , so the 
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state of Arizona has very specific laws about disclosure . 

And whenever anybody buys any property in the western 

region , the disclosure of Luke Air Force Base has to be 

documented by the seller and by the buyer . 

It is the buyer ' s responsibility to research 

whether they want to buy or not . And there are lots of 

resources available to the buyer to do that research with . 

So the buyer could go to the federal government for 

information , the state for information , or the county for 

information . 

So there should be absolutely no reason why the 

buyer is not aware of the fact that the Air Force Base is 

here and that it does produce a certain amount of noise. 

So I just want to point that out that it is a state law on 

disclosure concerning it . 

And I just want to finish by saying I fully 

support basing of the F- 35 here at Luke . 

COL . GREGORY : Thank you . Janis Richardson . 

Janis Richardson . The floor is yours . 
3069 LU 

MS. JANIS RICHARDSON : Thank you. My name is 

Janis Richardson , R- i - c - h - a - r - d - s - o - n . And I just want to 

make some comments . Senators McCain and Kyle are both for 

the F- 35 , so I don ' t doubt that we ' ll receive it. But I 

want to just make some comments on the descent of these 

planes . I understand that the takeoff will be less nOiselso-32 
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but the descent will be louder . 

And I want to talk about people that live in zone 

11 which is -- which are in the descent path. I came here 

tonight because the news stated that there would be 

representatives here to talk about people that lived in 

certain areas and retrofitting those people in those 

areas . I have lived in the descent area since 1999 . 

And I point this out because I want to talk about 

the children , especially the children that attend 

Riverview Elementary School on Main and Marina . The -
planes come right across . You can almost tell when 

they ' re in training because you can see the bellies of the 

planes going over. 

In 2002 , I started getting loud noises without 

any reason in my ears . It didn ' t make a difference where 

I was. I would just get these screaming siren sounds . It 

lasted for a couple years . I saw many medical people , and 

now I just have a constant hum that I live with . 

However , the children in this area that live in -

this area , I think their homes should be retrofitted 

because they ' re our future for tomorrow . And if we just 

bring this in without doing anything for the communities 

in the direct path of descent , then you ' re harming people 

that can ' t speak for themselves . -

Thank you . 
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COL . GREGORY : Thank you , ma ' am . Mr . Jeff 

Taubman . Mr . Taubman . The floor is yours . 
3070 LU 

MR. JEFF TAUBMAN : For the record , my name is 

Jeff Taubman , T- a - u - b - m- a - n . And my wife and I are both ] 

in favor of the F- 35 being based here at Luke . We moved GE-3 

from California . And it ' s a simple story , simple people . 

And we still have jobs . And the economy falling a lot of 

different places , especially with the water . 

When environmentalists found a smelt that they 

wanted to protect , which is a four - inch fish that came 

through the delta . And the delta is in the middle of the 

state near Sacramento . And they wouldn ' t release the 

water into the farm land through Highway 99 , and it 

affected a million families . 

My wife and I are both very patriotic , and we 

want that training base here. 

Thank you . 

COL . GREGORY : Mr . Jerry Bick . Mr . Bick , our 

World War II bomber engineer . 
3071 LU 

MR. JERRY BICK : Jerry Bick , B- i - c - k , World War 

II Army Air Corps , flew 15s , 24s , and 29s and trained 

copilots and aerial engineers . 

My point is I ' m a property owner here , and I 

wanted to bring out a point . I ' ve been in the fire 

service since then , 51 years , and there ' s been no 
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comparison between the sound levels and somethi ng that you 

might be familiar with , and that is the smoke detector in 

your house . The smoke detector in your house is designed 

to go off around 83 decibels , which is much higher than 

the presentation that you saw . 

The reason it ' s supposed to go off at that level 

is because it ' s to irritate you , to wake you up and tell 

you to get up off of your whatever you ' re on and get out 

of the house. 

And so as a comparison between the 60 decibels 

sound level of the airplane going over and your smoke 

detector , don ' t think there ' s any problem at all with 

the sound level . We also have been covering the weather. -

When I was flying , we looked for weather . And thank God 

for the weather we have here that lets these guys do their 

flying in safety for them also . 

Thank you . 

NO-9 
cont'd 

COL . GREGORY : Chris Andres , City of Phoenix . 

MR . CHRIS ANDRES : Thank you , Col . Gregory . 

3072 LU 

My 

name is Chris Andres. For the record , A, as in Arizona , 

n - d - r - e - s . I ' m the deputy aviation director for planning 

for the City of Phoenix Aviation Department . 

And I ' m speaking on behalf of City of Phoeni x 

Councilwoman Thelda Williams who sends her apologies she 

could not be here this evening but asked me to speak on 
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her behalf . So on behalf of the City of Phoeni x 

Councilwoman Thelda Williams and the City of Phoenix 

Aviation Department , we are in strong support of Luke Air ] 
GE-3 

Force Base as the preferred site for the F- 35A training 

program . 

Luke Air Force Base and Phoenix Sky Harbor 

Internat i onal Airport are the two largest users of the 

airspace in central Arizona . We have an excellent 

relations h ip with the base , and Luke is one of our 

strongest partners to address the joint needs of civilian 

and military aviation . 

We support their mission as a critical training -

facility for the Air Force and the F- 35 program . And the 

City of Phoenix is committed to Luke ' s long- term 

viability . As part of this commitment to Luke , Phoenix GE-3 

has purchased property near the base to protect it from 

encroachment so we can continue to serve the needs of our 

national defense system . -
Thank you . 

COL. GREGORY : Niels Roberts of Pueblo El Mirage. 
3073 LU 

MR . NIELS ROBERTS : Hi , everybody . My name ' s 

Neils Roberts , N- i - e - l - s Roberts . I represent Pueblo El 

Mirage. We bought Pueblo El Mirage 1989 , and Luke Air 

Force Base was present and those jets were fly i ng . My 

concern i s that my property is right now at the north part 
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-

And also I would like to know about the cultural 

impact of this study , whether it addressed the need in the 

corridor known as the Highway 8 narcotraffickers highway 

with the drug problem and whether or not there ' s been a GE-13 

study on the cultural effect that this might bring to have 

our base located here whether or not we could address some 

of our more difficult threats , the border issues . --
And the third thing I wanted to mention is that 

I ' ve been involved with the Republican Party for 20 years 

helping fund raise and have been to many lectures on 

electromagnetic issues that may occur . And I wondered if GE-13 

that was included in the environmental study, because I 

haven ' t read the environmental study. And I just wanted 

to go on the record that maybe having the base would help 

us with that threat . -
And I own my own pair of professional earplugs , 

those kinds that look like headsets . And I suggest that 

anybody that has issues might buy a pair of those . You 

could sleep with them . And that ' s about all I have . 

COL. GREGORY : Thank you , ma ' am . Carlisle 

Rossow . Hope I got that right . 

MR . CARLISLE ROSSOW : Close enough . 

COL. GREGORY : Okay. The floor is yours. 
3075 LU 

MR . CARLISLE ROSSOW : My name is Carlisle Rossow , 

R- o - s - s - o - w. I just want to go on record that I ' m totall~GE_3 
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100 percent behind the F- 35 being based at Luke Air Force JGE-3 
cont'd 

Base . My father was stationed at Luke Air Force Base for 

23 years , and this is a great Air Force we have in the 

United States . And I -- see this band right here , 

(indicating)? I ' ve got skin in the game . My son served 

for the United States Air Force . He ' s a TACP . I want him 

to have the F- 35 backing his butt when he ' s on the ground . 

As for noise , there ' s one thing I know about this 

country ; no country in the world takes care of its 

environment better than the United States . We do it 

better than the rest of the world . We lead the world . 

And it ' s time that we can show them that we can lead the 

world when we have 35. I ' m sure it ' s going to be just 

fine . And I love what that lady said , " sound of freedom ." 

I hear it . I live in Peoria . 

And I can ' t wait for the F- 35 to get here. I 

just don ' t know what ' s taking so stinking long . So 

anyway , I thank you very much for your time . 

Thank you to all the active duty and retired 

military people . Thank you very , very much for your 

service in World War II . 

COL . GREGORY: Thank you . Eric Cultum , City of 

Surprise Quality of Life Commissioner. 
3076 LU 

MR . ERIC CULTUM : Good evening . I ' m Eric Cultum . 

Last name C- u - I - t - u - m. Tonight I ' m here speaking as an 
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then I bought a place . Actually had it built . 

I really love having the airplanes there . I ' m a 

supporter 101 percent. I really like having aviation in 

the area . For me , it was part of the advantage of corning 

there . I did work for seven years at 98th and Bell , and 

that happens to be on the landing path for the aircraft 

corning in from Peoria direction toward Luke . That was no 

problem either . 
-

I think that we have probably -- well , I ' m sure 

we have the best Air Force in the world . We have the best 

place to train it , and we have to have training . Training 

is the reason why they ' re the best . And so we need to 
GE·3 

have them trained in the best place and continue the good 

job they ' re doing . And I bel i eve that they ' re going to be 

an economic asset . I know they ' re good neighbors because 

I ' ve seen them in many shops and stores around us. So 

keep them here . -
Thank you . 

COL . GREGORY : Dan Reilly of several organization 

including the Disabled American Veterans and the Ve t erans 

of Foreign Wars . 
3079 LU 

MR . DAN REILLY: Good evening , Colonel . 

COL. GREGORY : Good evening to you. The floor is 

yours . 

MR . DAN REILLY : Thank you . My name i s Dan 
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Reilly . My spelling of my last name is R- e - i - l - l - y . 

Sir and ladies and gentlemen , I ' m a veteran . I 

never retired from the Air Force . And as a resident of El 

Mirage , I want to say thank you very much to the base . 

And I do support the 35 , excuse me , and a lot of my ] 
GE·3 

veterans do , too , and a lot of organizations I belong to . 

Thank you very much , Colonel . 

COL . GREGORY : Thank you . Michelle Palladino of 

EI Mirage . Okay . The floor is yours. 
3080 LU 

MS . MICHELLE PALLADINO : Thank you . Good 

evening . My name is Michelle Palladino , 

P- a - I - I - a - d - i - n - o . I am a board member of the People of 

EI Mirage . We originally formed in 2009 in support of 

Luke . And because of that support , we now have the 

fabulous mayor and council that is now in session . 

The reason I ' m standing here is because I got a 

little upset when I heard Mr . Roberts ' statement that he 

was speaki ng for all the residents of the Pueblo EI 

Mirage . I am a member of -- I live in Pueblo and a lot of 

our board members do. And we are in support of the F- 35. ] GE-3 

We are not moving when it comes . 

Thank you . 

COL. GREGORY : Thank you , ma ' am . Let me recall 

the two folks who did not respond earlier . Barbara 

Anderson . Barbara Anderson . Ray Suznowski . 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Litigation Services 



 

 

Final  
June 2012 

 

F-35A
 Training B

asing Environm
ental Im

pact Statem
ent 

D
.8–112 

A
ppendix D

 – C
om

m
ent R

esponse D
ocum

ent – Public H
earing Transcripts 

 

 
3065 LU Kathy Franz 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Page 56 

Okay . Is there anyone who wanted to speak who 

did not fill out a card but has decided you ' d like to do 

so right now? Al l right . We have plenty of time left . 

As I mentioned earlier , Ms . Cleary and I are 

going to remain at the table . If you do decide to make a 

statement , we ' ll be here until 8 : 00 o ' clock . Just come 

up . Let me know that you ' ve dec i ded to make a statement 

on the record , and we ' ll turn the machine on and record 

your statement. 

Before I recess the hearing , let me ask : Is 

there anyone who already spoke who wanted an additional 

three minutes to add to your remarks? Anyone? Again , to 

change your mind on that , all you have to do is come up to 

the table and let me know . 

MS . KATHY FRANZ : Kathy Franz , F- r - a - n - z . I 
3065 LU 

personally and all of my neighbors signed the waiver when 

we bought our home . And the lady that was talking about 

the school and the childrens ' no i se and the r i nging in her 

ears , I wonder how many concerts she went to and how loud 

she listened to the music when she was a teenager. I have 

ringing in my ears , as many other people do . There ' s 

noise everywhere . 

And our schools are built to protect our 

children . I don ' t know what she ' s talking about . I would 

like her to have some form of representation showing it is 
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Page 57 

COL . GREGORY : All right . Thank you . Was there 

anyone else wh o wan t ed to add t o t heir remarks at this 

time? 

Well , as I mentioned earlier , the Air Force 

representatives will continue to be available in the room 

next door by the poste r s to continue discussing thi n gs 

with you . And Ms . Cleary a n d I will remain here at this 

tabl e until 8 : 00 p . m. to record any statements if yo u 

decide la t er that you ' d like to make a statement here 

ton i ght . 

I want to thank you for your time and interest in 

the F- 35A Training Basing EI S proposa l . And tonight is , 

again , no t the end of your opportunity to participate in 

this process . Comment sheets are ava ilable at t he 

registration table. You can turn these sheets in tonight 

or mail or fax them later . The mailing address and fax 

number are on the sheets . 

The Air Force welcomes public comments in writing 

at any time d u ring the environmental impact analysis 

process . And let me foot stomp this for you : To receive 

timely considerat i on for the final EIS , please have those 

comments submitted by March t he 14th , 2012 . March the 
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14th , 2012 . 

And with that , I ' m going to recess the hearing . 

And Ms. Cleary and I will remain here at the table until 

8 : 00 if you decide you ' d like to make a statement on the 

record tonight . Thank you . 

(Hearing adjourned and the following comments 

were made outside the presence of the 

hearing officer . ) 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

MR . DON THOMPSON : My name is Don Thompson , 
3081 LU 

T- h- o - m- p - s - o - n . And I ' m not a candidate for or running 

for re - election , so I ' m going to avoid much in the way of 

personal history . 

But I came to speak in response to the EIS . And 

I think that the EIS adequately covers all of the concerns 

that people have voiced beforehand , specifically noise and 

other environment impact . It sounds to me like the _ 

adoption of the base as an F- 35 training base will 

actually improve the noise profile in the community , so 

I ' m a little bit , I guess , at a loss as to explain why 

everybody keeps harping on the noise issue . Everything I 

see in the EIS document that was given to me when I 

arrived here tonight shows that everything seems to either 

remain the same or improve . So personally I ' m pro F- 35 . 
-
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So that ' s my statement . 
3082 LU 

MR . MARK BURSHEIM : Mark B- u - r - s - h - e - i - m. Just 

want to make a statement. For one , I was representing 

myself, my family , and a resident of the City of El 

Mirage . I do like the idea of the base staying in 

operation , and I do like some of the scenarios that are 

there . 

My concerns are the L3 preferred status at this 

point , actually , would be great because it would be less 

flights per day . But the likelihood of this upper 

scenario is bringing in more flights per day , and I ' d like 

to know more about how that ' s going to be addressed and 

how that decision is made. 
-

My second concern being , of course , the noise 

levels which are obvious and can have impact to my family 

long term. There is notice here about the attenuation 

measures that could be applied . I ' d like to know more 

about how those measures are available or made available 

to the citizens and to have those implemented if they are 

needed to be addressed. 
-

Thank you . 

(Public Hearing and Oral comments concluded.) 
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And because of that support , I plan to 

introduce a resolution in the legislature in both the 

House and Senate showing our legislative support , and that 

will pass soon . Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Mr . Max Wilson . 
3084 LU 

MR . WILSON : I won ' t let him call me back 

for a third time . 

My comment , I guess I want people to 

remember what it was like on 9- 11. I want people to 

remember what the air force did that night . I want you to 

remember that at our house we invited all the kids over 

and the grandkids over . And when things seemed kind of 

peaceful , we had them go home. 

As they were walking out the door they heard 

another airplane going . And they came running in and said 

"Grandpa , grandpa , there ' s an airplane up there ." And we 

all walked out , and I explained to them about the United 

States Air Force . And we talked about Luke Air Force 

Base , and we talked about the good guys and the bad guys . 

And they 

forget that . And Luke 

heart . Thank you very 

never forgot that , and I ' ll never j 
Air Force Base will always be in my GE-3 

much for your support . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Mayor Bob Barrett of 

Peoria . 
3085 LU 

MR . BARRETT : Good evening . I ' m Bob 
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Barrett , I ' m mayor of Peoria , that ' s B- a - r - r - e - t - t , for 

the record . 

Thank you all for coming out to show your 

-
support for the F-35 . The city of Peoria has been 

supportive of the F- 35 since the process began . I have 

twice gone back to Washington D. C . to meet with the 

Secretary of the Air Force , the second time to meet with 
GE-3 

the Deputy Secretary of the Air Force in charge of 

installations , who pushed the idea that we want this 

fighter here . 

It is critical. It ' s critical to all our 

survival . 

And on a personal note , in terms of 

transparency , I first came to Luke in 1962. It was my 

father ' s last duty station , so I have long ties with Luke 

II GE-3 

we 

Air Force Base . And they are great ties to have. That 

an installation that must continue. If it doesn ' t , it 

will be economically devastating to the west valley if 

lose the F- 35 and they close Luke Air Force Base . 

abOU] 
to 

NO-9 

QUlte 

So I know there are concerns out there 

sound. I hope most of those concerns have been put 

rest . Will it be a little louder once in a while? 

possibly . On the average it ' s not going to happen . 

So I ask you all , please support this effort 

to acquire the F- 35 for Luke Air Force Base . Thank you 
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very much . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Mayor Jackie Meck , city of 

Buckeye. 
3086 LU 

MR . MECK : Good evening , my name is Jackie 

Meck , I am the mayor of Buckeye . 

I was born in Buckeye , Arizona in 1941 . 

Buckeye is in the flight path of Luke Air Force Base , but 

Luke aircraft flying with the Goldwater Training Range 

located in Gila Bend. 

I ' m currently the mayor of Buckeye , and I am 

serving my third term on the town council . The town 

requires some developers to provide CC&Rs noticing noise 

and over flights of aircraft at the time of purchasing a 

residence . 

I have lived under the , quote , cold sound of 

freedom , unquote , my entire life . I totally support the 

outstanding men and women of Luke Air Force Base . I have 

heard the sound , beginning with the propeller driven 

aircraft of the 1940s and ' 50s , to the jet fighters of 

t oday. The west valley is fortunate t o have the base , 

Goldwater Range and the economic development , along with 

the revenue generated by the operation . The Arizona 

Congressional Delegation should support the F- 35 at Luke. 

Again , I totally 

that are currently based here . 

support the F- 16 aircraft l 
GE-3 

And I am in total support 
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the JGE-3 
I cont'd 

speak in Buckeye I say Buckeye is open for business. What 

I ' m saying now to you , Luke Air Force Base is open for 

business . We want the F- 35 . Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Michael LeVault , city of 

Youngtown . 
3087 LU 

MR . LEVAULT : Good evening . For the record , 

my name is Michael LeVault , L- e - V- a - u - I - t , and I am the 

mayor of Youngtown . 

I want to reiterate something I said last 

night in EI Mirage about all of the hard work that ' s gone 

into ramping up for what is I think going to be a great 

climax for the valley . 
-

All of the cities and towns throughout the 

valley , and in particular , the west valley , have worked 

hard these last few years to close ranks and show solid 

support for Luke and its mission to land the F- 35 school 

house . 

Were I to stand here and list the many GE-3 

attributes that Luke has that I think uniquely suits the 

base for the F- 35 , it would be a long list . Let me just 

touch on a few of them. 

Obviously , Luke ' s proximity to the Phoenix 

megaplex is a great plus . That means Luke is close to a 
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very much . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Patricia Rupers . And I 

ask your indulgence in advance if I mispronounce your 

name . 

3092 LU 
MS . RUPERS : I ' m Patricia Rupers , 

R- u - p - e - r - s . And I ' m the wife of a man who spent four 

years in the army , and 38 and a half years in the 

Wisconsin Air National Guard . 

When we came down here 13 years ago to 

purchase our home we were told that we were within the 

proximity of the railroad tracks and Luke Air Force Base . 

And we said "Great , that ' s why we ' re coming , is because of 

Luke. " 

And we 'rJ GE-3 

you . 

And we trust that they will stay . 

praying that the F- 35 will be part of it . Thank 

COLONEL GREGORY : Ron Schwab. 
3093 LU 

MR . SCHWAB : My name is Ron Schwab , 

S- c - h - w- a - b . I just want to -- I guess I was going to say 

a lot that Debbie said , a lot that the mayor from Buckeye 

said about the economy , about the area available for 

flying in . 

But I also want to mentioned some of the 1 
other bases that are being considered , such as Idaho and GE-3 

New Mexico . Up there you ' ve got mountains , and when 

you ' re in the training mode you don ' t need to have a lot 
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of mounta i ns around . And I think one advantage that Luke 

has is it ' s flat . You don ' t have really mountains here 

other than when you get up north . But other than that , 

it ' s a very safe place to fly , especially for individuals . 
GE-3 

I realize its advanced training and pilots know how to fly cont' d 

an airplane , but there ' s still a lot to learn when you get 

these new airplanes . And I feel like Luke would save the 

air force a lot of money just in equipment . 

And so I ' m supporting the Luke Air Force 

Base for the F- 35As . I ' m retired navy . I don ' t see navy 
-

planes , but we ' ll settle for the air force . Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Steven Watts . Steven 

Watts. 

MR . WATTS : 
3094 LU 

Thank you very much . My name is 

Steven Watts , W- a - t - t - s . I ' m currently a candidate for 

United States Senator from Arizona. And were I to be your 

senator , and even as a private citizen , I 110 percent 

support the F- 35 mission . Absolutely . Make no mistake 

about it , Luke is on the front lines of the war in defense 

of our freedom and liberties. 

There are enemies out there gathering that 

are not going to wait for us to make a mistake , they ' re 

not going to wait for us to improve certain systems , 

they ' re already advancing . And we must be steadfast in 

our resolution in supporting this program, and the brave 
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that includes the sound . The only comments that I heard , 

and also from the other eight board of directors , was that 

it was very positive , that Luke should be proud -- that we 

should be proud , very proud , of not just the commander , 

not just the pilots , but mostly -- excuse me , I ' m sorry , 

but I ' m very emotional -- proud of the people that worked 

on the maintenance where I worked . 

They get the plane running , and they are 

approximately 5,000 of them on the base who come here , and 

they work frequently sometimes six months , sometimes a 

year , sometimes they come back again to fulfill their 

requirements , but all of them are the top notch people in 

the world. They come back here to live because they love 

Arizona and the people that live and work here . 

I ' m so proud of Luke and the people that 

supply us our means of living safely and happily , and I 

can ' t describe it any better than what I ' ve just done . 

Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Dr . Pat Taylor. 
3096 LU 

DR . TAYLOR : Good evening. Generally I like 

to present unique and interesting information . Tonight , 

though , I am very happy to reiterate and support 

everything that ' s already been said. And I ' m going to cry 

because you were crying . 

It ' s just, you know , very , very critical 
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that we support the Luke Air Force Base , the F- 35 proj ect J GE·3 
conl'd 

And people need to understand the total ramifications of 

everything on all the levels ; the economic and national 

security . And basically , I really don ' t need to say 

anymore because it ' s all been said already . And also just 

thank you to the air force . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Joseph Zook , who 

identifies himself as a former marine corps pilot . Where 

is the marine corps? Oh , here we go. All right. 
3097 LU 

MR . ZOOK : Marine corps is still here . Good 

evening , my name is Joseph Zook , Z- o - o - k . 

Let me start by saying I am pro Luke , I am 

pro F- 35. Colonel , I want to be fair with you and tell 

you where I ' m coming from . I was a pilot in the marine 

corps in World War II , saw duty in the South Pacific , and 

also put in one tour as the landing signal officer on a 

Jeep carrier for a night fighter squadron . I underline 

Jeep night fighters . I think I know a little bit about 

the methods of landing aircraft . 

My comments are directed primarily at you. 

I don ' t understand your landing pattern whereby these 

students get lined up with your 6 , 000 foot runway five 

miles out , and flutter along using that throttle just like 

their great grandmother did pumping water in her sink out 

of the cistern . No wonder people are upset with the 
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COLONEL GREGORY : George Turner , chief 

warrant officer retired . 
3099 LU 

MR . TURNER : Thank you , Colonel. And I 

appreciate the opportunity to talk to you just for a few 

minutes . 

I ' ve been a man of few words . I have a hell 

of a reputation for talking too much , so I ' ll make it 

quick . But please hold the clock . I ' m color blind , so I 

don ' t know if it ' s red or green . 

I enlisted in U. s . Air Force back when I was 

17 years old back in January 1952 . The air force was only 

four years and four months old, having become a separate 

branch of the armed forces in 1947. I served 15 years and 

eight months for the air force . And coming off of one of 

the staff as a tech sergeant . 

On the list for master sergeant in the air 

force , I was offered an opportunity I couldn ' t pass up , 

and I became an army warrant officer , and I ' m very proud 

of that. 

NOW , I want to make a comment about our 

marine brother there . I was in and out of Nam probably 

about eight times . I had two tours over there . And I 

remember our planes coming in at a very , very steep 

descent , but we were doing it because if you came in low 

and slow we would find bullet holes allover the aircraft , 
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so I ' m with you . 

Luke to us , my wife and I , and I ' m sure to 

many of the military here , we see Luke as our second home. 

There aren ' t many facilities out there you find in a small 

city of that size . And we count on Luke for a lot of 

things . I have two more years and I ' ll be 80 years old , 

and I hope I live long enough to see the F- 35s come to 

Luke . And we ' re definitely very proud of that fact . 

Everywhere I was stationed in 30 years on 

active duty I was very proud of one thing , and it made me 

feel like home . It ' s right there . And when I see the 

better damn well get the F- 35s or I ' m going 

And we J GE·3 

to raise hell. 

flag flying on the base , that ' s my second home . 

Colonel , thank you very much . Do I have any 

time left? 

COLONEL GREGORY: Brigadier General retired 

Tom Browning . General Browning . 
3100 LU 

GENERAL BROWNING : Thank you very much . It 

was my good fortune to command Luke Air Force Base in the 

1991/92 time frame. And during that period of time we 

went through the same process . Slow , it ' s agonizing , but 

we absolutely had to do it . At that time there was a 

series of lines, noise lines , drawn around the base using 

basically the same methodology . At that time we had 220 

fighters at Luke , F- 15s and F- 16s . 
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COLONEL GREGORY : Myron Lindey Lindell , 

Paradise RV Resort . Myron Lindell . 
3103 LU 

MR . LINDELL : Tony wants me to be brief 

because I ' m driving him home . In fact , we live in the 

Paradise RV Park . I ' m a veteran of the air force , 

probably the lowest ranking individual of military service 

in this room . But my military career was when Ike was 

president in the White House . Nobody could be as 

fortunate as I was during that time frame. 

I did spend a year on Iwo Jima twelve years 

after the invasion . And I have many memories there . And 

I hope I don ' t get emotional like some of the other 

speakers tonight . But I left -- my permanent residence is 

close to Duluth , Minnesota Air Base . And the 148th there , 
-

many of those individuals were trained here at Luke . And 

my dishes and plates and photographs on the wall rattle 

from time to time from the noise . But I don ' t mind it , GE·3 

because we have freedom in this country , and I totally 

support the F- 35 program here . Thank you . 
-

COLONEL GREGORY : Glenn Hammer of the 

Arizona Chamber . 
3104 LU 

MR . HAMMER : Thank you . Good evening . My 

name is Glenn Hammer. I ' m the president of the Arizona 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry . 

And first I want to say it ' s humbling to be 
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here this evening with so many great American heroes . And 

I just want to thank you for everything you ' re done over 

the decades to keep the greatest country in the world 

safe , safe and free . 

And I ' m just going to talk briefly . When 

you hear all of the comments that have already come 

before , it ' s not just the economic benefits of Luke Air 

Force Base , it ' s a gem for the state , it ' s the biggest 

driver in the west valley . We heard from Allen McGuire 

about the 96 , 000 jobs . But more important than that , it ' s 

the phenomenal people that this great state has been 

blessed to keep as citizens , perhaps after the important 

missions were flown . 

At the Arizona Chamber we represent -

businesses of all types , all sizes , all across the state . 

We represent hospitals and mines and utilities and banks . 

And I just want small businesses , the big businesses , 

medium size businesses , and I just want to tell you that 
GE-3 

we 100 percent support Luke Air Force Base , we 100 percent 

support having the F- 35s come here . And as a policy 

making group , we will do whatever we can to make sure that 

this is a great environment , and that we have the F- 35 for 

the next 40 years . -

Thank you for the opportunity to be here 

this evening . 
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COLONEL GREGORY : Dawn Dubsky . Dawn Dubsky . 
~~W 

MS . DUBSKY : My name is Dawn Dubsky , that ' s 

D- u - b - s - k- y. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

comments for this EIS . 

I think it ' s important to note that I ' m 

speaking for myself . And I enjoy that freedom to be able 

to corne here and participate in decisions that affect not 

only our quality of life locally as citizens , but as 

taxpayers. 

As a licensed realtor in the state of 

Arizona and a property owner in the northwest valley , I 

feel it ' s imperative that the decision makers listen to 

the air force preferred alternative. The air force feels 

that this is the best site to support its mission and its 

responsibility . 

Now , I implore the decision makers to please 

listen to the comments that you ' ve heard here , see what 

the state of Arizona and its people have done to protect 

Luke , to protect the environment , to protect the 

interests , economic and social , of those of us that are 

business owners , those of us that are homeowners . 

Whether it is our state statutes or the 

local planning agencies that have put those programs into 

affect , all of us as homeowners know that even the Arizona 

Association of Realtors has developed forms and protocols 
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so that those missions are supported in disclosures . Our 

forms specifically allows sellers a place to disclose that 

the potential buyer is in the vicinity of an air force 

base . And the buyer has to sign that they understand 

that . 
-

But more importantly , I ' m concerned as a 

taxpayer , the facilities are here . We in these economic 

times cannot afford capricious pressure to create 

problems . We have the best training base for this 

mission . And I would hate to hear the sound of the 

fighter jet replaced with that awful sucking noise that 

we ' re all going to feel in here if we lose that economic 

dollar. Each one of our local communities has existing 

bonded indebtedness , certificates of participation that 

were secured based on revenue that directly is affected by 

the mission at Luke . If we lose this commission at Luke , 

if we do not receive this recommendation as a preferred 

alternative , we all will feel that impact . That impact is 

significant . 

There are ancillary services as well . Those 

people that receive medical care , pharmacy , shopping , BX . 

But most importantly , this is the best site for it . This 

is the appropriate site . And the people of Arizona and _ 

the people of the northwest valley have taken great steps 

and strides to demonstrate that . And I think I would like 
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that listened to . So thank you very much . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Margaret Stoddard . 

Margaret Stoddard , right here in front almost. 
3106 LU 

MS . STODDARD : My name is Margaret Stoddard , 

S- t - o - d - d - a - r - d . I cannot add to anything that was said 

prior to my coming up here . It ' s been said , whether it ' s 

regarding the noise , the pollution , anything else . 

Let me tell you quickly , I am naturally a 

senior citizen living in Sun City. I ' m a World War II vet 

of the u . S . Navy Air , so I ' m a mechanic . I ' m also a 

retired Department of Defense employee , where many times 

we ' ve had to negotiate for planes , parts and everything 

else. So I come from that aspect , I support Luke Air 

Force Base , I support the F- 35 . 

I have a marine son who is in a marine air 

squadron , so in the future he will probably be using one 

too . I cannot say anything more except that we cannot 

lose Luke Air Force Base . We lost March Air Force Base in 

Riverside , California . It was a disaster over there . It 

was a ghost for a while. And so if you think that F- 16s 

are going to stay forever after the F- 35 doesn ' t come 

here , that ' s nonsense . It will be a ghost base , and then 

we ' ll be all wondering what are we going to do with the 

property. So please get your neighbors involved . They ' re 

the ones that are complaining . If they complain about 
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noise , tell them that the dogs bark eight hours a day , and 

the planes do not fly eight hours a day . Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Another World War II 

veteran . Thank you . Bob Giese . Bob Giese . 

MR . GIESE: Thank you very much . 

would like to support this particular effort . 

3107 LU 

I just lGE.3 

I come fromJ 

Peoria , and I have previously come from the Seattle area 

where I personally worked on a navy project almost exactly 

like this . 

Two things -- by the way , G- i - e - s - e for the 

spelling . And the situation is , it takes a long , long 

time , it ' s going to take everybody ' s patience and effort 

and keeping this thing on track. The people in Washington 

are going to want to change , change , change . Stop that . 

Just flat stop it . 

And go to your congressman , go to your 

senators , go to whoever you have to , to just stop the 

change and put it in , stay online , stay on track . And 

that ' s the only way we ' re going to get this in reasonably . 

NOW , the situation I was telling you about 

by Seattle were the Whidbey Air Station , they put their 

fighter system in , it ' s the navy fighters . And there was 

a training station there . And that particular training 

station now is up and in service . And the air force needs 

exactly the same , exactly . 
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And Colonel Webb , is he still here? Yeah . 

Colonel Webb , I have one request . At night could you kind 

of keep it down a little bit? Because the coyotes are 

howling long after you ' re gone . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Gene Baiori . And I hope 

I ' m pronouncing it correctly , B- a - i - o - r - i . 

MS . BAIORI : Thank you . I want to thank 
3108 LU 

all of the -- excuse me , I am an emotional person . I want 

to thank the military , past and present , for protecting us 

and protecting this flag and what it stands for . 

I want to say I agree with the first lady 

that spoke . When I moved here I had to sign that paper , 

and I was in a flight pattern. And also about the 

whistles from the trains . I like that , it ' s music to my 

ears that I know I have a sense of security that those 

planes are there . The people that complain about this 

noise , you knew this when you moved here . It ' s like the 

person who buys a house next to the pig farm , and then 

they don ' t like the smell of it , and they want it to close 

down. I know this happens , because it happened where I 

came from many times . You know , they wanted the goat farm 

closed , they wanted the pig farm closed . But you live 

with this. They were here first , and they are our 

protection . And as far as the noise goes , if you can 

think about stopping at a red light and listening to the 
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booming radios in the car next to you , to me that ' s more 

deafening in my ears than the flash of the jet passing 

over and all. And I hope I am making you laugh a little 

bit , but to me that ' s how I truly feel . 

And also , that I ' ve lived in New York and 

New Jersey , and my husband survived 9- 11 . Excuse me . My 

husband and my family members , we were fortunate . We did 

lose some friends and so forth . But 9 - 11 was devastating , 

if you weren ' t there , if you didn ' t live through that , 

it ' s -- my husband was missing for 12 hours and all . 
-

But anyway , when I hear those jets I know I 

feel safe , I feel secure , and I know that they ' re going to 

be there to protect me. GE.3 

And as far as the economic impact goes , if 

we lose that , that sound is going to be more deafening to 

your years than the noise of the jet passing over. Thank _ 

you so much . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Thomas Spence . Thomas 

Spence . 

MR . SPENCE : Yes , my name is Thomas 

S- p - e - n - c - e . And I arrived here in the valley in 1943 . 

3109 LU 

My parents brought me out here from back east because they 

had an appointment over here in Litchfield Park . And as I 

recall from people telling me , that my dad was a civilian 

worker for the Department of War , and that ' s how I got 
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comments . I thank you very much . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Walter Opaska . 

MR . OPASKA : Hello . My name is Walter 3112 LU 

Opaska , O- p - a - s - k- a . I ' m a resident of Glendale and also 

a candidate for the mayor of Glendale . I come out here 

tonight to fully support , enthusiastically support , 

bringing the F- 35s to Luke . 

Luke Air Force Base is one of Arizona ' s and 

the military ' s greatest asset. Service members stationed 

and trained at Luke have heroica l ly served our country in 

numerous wars , and I ' m personally grateful for everything 

they ' re done to protect our country . 

Additiona l ly , it ' s probably unique of anyone 

here tonight , is my brother actually is an engi neer who ' s 

worked on designing the joint strike fighter and the F- 35 . 

So I ' v e been hearing about the F- 35 for years from him 

from the design perspective . 

And it ' s -- from what he ' s told me , it ' s a 

great airplane , and I think it would be a tremendous asseJ 

for Luke , and it would be a perfect fi t if we brought this GE-3 
F- 35 to Luke . Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Ms . El aine Weinberg . 
3113 LU 

MS . WEINBERG : Good evening. My n ame is 

Elaine We i nberg , and I ' m an air force widow . And I want 

to tell you that I was born and raised in Phoenix . And my 
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first experience with Luke Air Force Base was when I was 

ten years old my mother worked as a mechanic for the war 

effort out there . But that wasn ' t until the ' 50s that I 

started dating one of those fly boys , and I ended up 

marrying one . And he gave 28 years of his time and life 

to the air force . 

He loved it . And I know if he were here 

today he would say exactly the same thing I am , keep ' em 

flying , it ' s a great airplane , and I wish I were there . 

Let ' s help them . Let ' s keep Luke going . 

Thank you very much . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Melvin Pack . Melvin Pack . 
3114 LU 

MR . PACK : My name is Melvin Pack , P- a - c - k. 

I ' ve been a valley resident all my life . I have lived 

under these jets from El Mirage . I went to Dizzard 

school , and the teachers would have to pause as the jets 

well ]GE_3 
that , 

would fly over . Now , I am not against the sound of 

freedom , but that sound of freedom could just be as 

in another state as it could be here . And not only 

but I don ' t care about t he economic impact. Williams Air 

Force base closed down and this state didn ' t close down on 

account of it . And Luke is not going to go away any time 

soon . So this is not a big impact. If it did come off 

very slowly , because they ' re go i ng to keep fly i ng the 

F- 16s for a long time . But the noise from them is just lNO-t 
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tremendous . And if the F- 22 is even greater , it ' s going 

to be even worse . 

Now , I come from a construction outfit 
NO-I 
conl'd 

background . I was in Vietnam carrying an M- 16 , and I know 

noise from there and I know noise from construction . And 

these jets are noisy , the F- 16 . And the F- 35 is supposed 

to be noisier . I just am not going to move from the west -

valley that I ' ve lived in my whole life . I ' ve lived under 

the propellers , the jets , the whole shot , and nothing has 

changed . But nevertheless , it could be transferred to 

another deal so that the future of the west valley could 

continue to expand , because it ' s not going to if they keep 

controlling the land from the flight patterns . Thank you. 

COLONEL GREGORY : Bob Brisco of Copper 

Canyon Ranch HOA . 
3115LU 

MR . BRISCO : My name is Bob Brisco , and I ' m 

currently the Copper Canyon Ranch HOA President . I just 

kind of last minute kind stopped down here to make a 

couple of quick comments . 

One is we live currently the closest 

neighborhood north of the air force base . When we moved 

here with our family about five years ago we thought long 

and hard about where we were going to move , and took a lot 

of consideration on the jets . And like I said , we thought 

long and hard about it . Went back to where we came from 
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in Chicago and decided to move in this area . We loved it . 

We like the jets . We actually picked our house where it 

faces north so I get a better shot of the jets . And I do 

like that , but I do have some concerns about these jets . 

One is the sound , you know , I got a 15 and 17 - year- old ]EJ-2 
:::JNO-18 

boy , I ' m outside quite a bit . I ' ve put my complete life -

savings down . I ' m not the guy that walks away from his 

house because it ' s half upside down. I stay , I pay , and 

support my neighborhood . I have since the day I came in 
SO-I 

there . But if these jets double in sound or get 

significantly louder , it could completely devastate our 

neighborhood . -
And I hope the 

back our neighborhood and do 

it a place that we can raise 

government is prepared to J 
whatever is necessary to make NO-20 

our family . And I know a lot 

of people here support that air force base , and we do too , 

I mean we love it there. But when we moved there five 

years ago nobody told me F- 35s were going to be coming 

there , and they could be considerably deafening there for 

us . 

And I understand the scenario about the pig 

farm and everything like that , but when the p i g farm 

starts to expand to the point where it ' s on your bac k 

door , and it ' s so loud , and they didn ' t tell you tha t they 

were going to continually make it grow . So I just hope lNO-20 
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protectJ NO-20 
conl'd 

Thank you very much. 

COLONEL GREGORY : Karen Miller . It states 

that she is air force retired . 
3116 LU 

MS . MILLER : I want to -- it ' s M- i - l - l - e - r , 

Karen . I really appreciate all the comments . I ' ve been 

in Arizona since 1977 . My mother lived in Sun City when I 

moved here , and the F- 4 was flying out of Luke Air Force 

Base . And that was a noisy machine . 

I ' ve heard the noise of the jets ever since 

I have moved here , though I didn ' t live in Sun City until 

just recently. I hear the F- 16s at night north of my 

house . I see them come in . I see the lights . I enjoy 

it . I appreciate it. I know that it can be disturbing . 

I hear it through my windows. I hear it out in the back 

yard . 

Lisa Atkins , who spoke earlier , is a person 

I have known in Arizona since I have been here 
in '77 . IJ 
louder than NO-9 she tells me the F- 35A doesn ' t sound t hat much 

the F- 16 , then I believe her . 

I believe -- I worked for General Browning 

at Luke Air Force Base as a reservist during the first 

Gulf War when we had the F- 15 and the F- 16 . I know what 

General Browning went through with regard to the noise 
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contours , and in working with people , with the community , 

to make sure that everything was done where people were 

informed about the noise contours , and the noise issues 

were addressed . 

I appreciate the comments of those people 

who don ' t agree with the noise issues here . I thank you ] GE-3 

the F- 35 . I for coming , but I want to tell you I support 

support Luke Air Force Base . I support the United States 

Air Force , and the United States of America. 

Thank you . Oh , and the state of Arizona . 

Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Charles Scheps . 
3117 LU 

MR. SCHEPS : My name is Charles Scheps , 

S- c - h - e - p - s . I live up in Surprise . 

And I remember growing up in New York City I 

lived probably a couple hundred feet from the elevated 

subway , which is actually not much more than the size of 

this auditorium . And actually , my windows were a direct 

path from the trains . Is the mic still on? 

In any case , as I said , I had probably a 

couple hundred feet clear space to the subways to the 

elevator . And the trains there ran probably about every 

10 or 15 minutes , 24 hours a day. Bottom line is I got 

used to it . If I wasn ' t on the telephone I almost didn ' t 

even hear it . As far as I ' m concerned , it ' s a minor 
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inconvenience . 

I hear the planes going over in Surprise . I 

still look up whenever I can. Hopefully they ' re in my 

sight of view . And I just feel very proud when I see them 

flying . And I ' m in full support of the F- 35 . Thank you . JGE.3 

COLONEL GREGORY : Carlyle Rossow . 
3118 LU 

MR . ROSSOW : My name is Carlyle Rossow . As 

you can tell , we ' ve met before . I was at last night ' s 

meeting too. 

My father was stationed at Luke . He served 

this country for 23 years . He ' s a veteran of -- he was a 

veteran of Vietnam and Korea . I never served, but I have 

a son who served. That ' s what this means. He ' s a Tech P 

in the United States Air Force . I don ' t know if anybody 

knows what that is . But he is a person that is on the 

ground calling in our fighters to give air strikes. He is 

in harm ' s way . Okay . He ain ' t no -- flying no jets . So 

this is a very passionate issue for me . 

Now , it irritates me beyond belief that we 

are talking about noise when you have people who are 

putting their lives on the line . That ' s a little thing . 

Get ear plugs . 

Now , if you can ' t tell , I am 100 , 200 

percent in support of the F- 35 being stationed at Luke . 

And if whatever , I ' d be happy if there was 1 , 000 planes 
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there . But whatever they choose to put there , I will be 

in support of it . In fact , if there was one other way I 
GE·3 

could support it , some people camp out for rock shows to conl'd 

get a ticket , I ' ll camp out at Luke until the F- 35 is 

there . 

As for noise and stuff , if there ' s one thing 

I know about this country , we are a great country , 

absolutely the best . Where the United States goes the 

world goes . If noise is going to be a problem, we ' ll deal 

with it. 

I want to thank all the military people that 

are in this room for your service , retired and active 

duty. Thank you so much . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Brian Baker . 
3119 LU 

MR . BAKER: I ' m Brian Baker . I live in Sun 

City. I ' ve lived here eight years. 

I am an active commercial pilot and flight 

instructor . And to be perfectly frank , I like airplanes . 

I have seen airports that have been in existence for many , 

many years challenged by people who move in later. 

I have a photograph here of Luke Field AP- 6s 

in 1943 . I can ' t see any towns . I can ' t see any building 

development. It ' s farm land. I started instructing out 

here in 1957 . And I flew over this area . There was still 

not a lot of building in 1957 , so just about everything 
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2 

STATE OF ARIZONA. ) 
) 55. 

COUNTY OF MARICOPA ) 

Page 77 

3 BE IT KNOWN that the fo r egoing hearing was 

4 taken before me , Leslie Andre s , RPR , CR , a Certified 

5 Reporter, Certificate 50833 , f or the State of Arizona ; and 

6 thereafter reduced to print by computer - a i ded 

7 transcription under my dire ction; that the foregoing pages 

8 

9 

are a full, true and accurate transcript of all 

proceedings and testimony had and adduced upon t he taking 

10 of s aid deposition, all done to the best of my skill and 

11 

12 

a bility. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in ' no way related to 

13 nor employed by any of the parties hereto , nor am I in any 

14 way interested in the outcome hereof . 

15 DATED at Phoenix , Arizona,this 25th day of 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

February, 2012. 

Lesl i e And res , CR, RPR 
Cer t i fied Repor t er 
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aircraft of the 1940s and the 1950s , to the jet fighters 

of today . 

The west valley is fortunate to have the 

base , Goldwater Range , and economic development , along 

with the revenue generated by the operations . 

The Arizona Congressional Delegation should 

support the F- 35 to Luke . Again , I totally support the J 
F- 16 aircraft that are currently based here . And I am In 

total support of F- 35 coming to Luke Air Force Base , along GE-3 

with the addition of the supporting air force personnel . 

Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Marchelle Franklin , city 

of Phoenix Aviation Department . 
3124 LU 

MS . FRANKLIN : Good evening , everyone . My 

name is Marchelle Franklin , F- r - a - n - k- l - i - n . 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak 

before you this evening on behalf of city of Phoenix 

council woman , Velda Williams , and the city of Phoenix 

Aviation Department . 

I served as the deputy aviation director for 

Community Development and Government Relations . And on 

Of] GE-3 
behalf of the city of Phoenix , we are in strong support 

Luke Air Force Base as a preferred site for the F- 35A 

training program . 

Luke Air Force Base and Phoenix Sky Harbor 
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International Airport are the two largest users of the 

airspace in central Arizona . We have an excellent 

relationship , which we are proud of , with the base. And 

Luke is one of our strongest partners to address the joint 

needs of civilian and military aviation . 

As part of this commitment to Luke , some of 

you may be aware that the city of Phoenix has purchased 

property near the base to protect it from encroachment , so 

that Luke can continue to serve the needs of our national 

defense system . 

Finally , we support the mission as a j 
critical training facility for the air force and the F- 35 

program. And the city of Phoenix is committed to Luke ' s 

long- term viability . 

Thank you for allowing me to speak this 

evening on behalf of Phoenix city councilwoman , Velda 

Wiliams , and the City of Phoenix Aviation Department . 

Thank you again . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Thank you . Mr . Harry 

Moser. 

GE-3 

3125 LU 
MR . MOSER : Good evening , everybody . My 

name is Hank Moser . My name is Harry , but they call me 

Hank Moser . 

I ' m a World War II veteran . And I love the 

air force , although I ' m army . I was with General Patton 
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in World War II . And our boys at the air force saved my 

10~ JGE.3 life and many lives . I want to thank them for it , and 

percent support the F- 35A to corne here. 

I have a cousin that was a fighter pilot on 

the P- 38 that lost his life in Europe . I ' ve had nephews 

in the Air force , and I ' ve been military all my life . 

Thank you . People of Gila Bend , and people of the United 

States , should appreciate an outfit like we have here to 

train their boys to protect them . Thank you very much . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Thank you , Sergeant Moser , 

for your service in World War II . 

Mr . Richard Hopkins . 
3126 LU 

MR. HOPKINS : H- o - p - k- i - n - s. I ' m Richard 

Hopkins from Buckeye . And it ' s my privilege to serve as 

the senior member of the Buckeye only school district 

governing board , although I ' m here on behalf of myself and 

my family , but I know they would approve of what I ' m going 

to say . 

A little background . My father was drafted 

in the Army Air Corps in World War II. He survived 35 

missions as a tail gunner on the B- 17 , including 30 on 

D- Day alone . He earned the Silver Star , two Purple 

Hearts , five Distinguished Flying Crosses , and seven Air 

Metals . When the country didn ' t need him, he went horne to 

Colorado . When Luke carne back on board in 1951 , the air 
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force said "We need you " so he carne out here . 

I was born in Phoenix during the time he was 

at Luke . The seven years I went to elementary school , I 

went to seven different elementary schools , so I ' ve seen a 

lot of bases and a lot of airplanes . We lived two miles 

up into the runway at Castle Air Force Base , the horne of 

those beautiful eight engine B- 52s . And what a sight that 

was to see to take off , to land on the grass and watch 

them refuel up in the air . 

I carne to Buckeye in 1965 . My mother still 

lives in the house that they bought about six miles 

directly off the runway from Luke . I have seen the planes 

from the F- 100s and the F- 16s . And my father found it 

quite ironic that after he retired , he went to work for 

Lockheed at Luke teaching the German Air Force how to fly 

F- 104 fighters . 

The only time I hear airplanes flying over 

anymore is on an overcast day . And that's because the 
-

noise reflects down from the clouds . And all it is is a 

noise . It ' s not something that we would all hear 

constantly , like that thump , thump , thump of that kid ' s 

stereo of the car next to us that he calls music , not the 
NO·9 

100 decibels of your motorcycle when you go out riding in 

the river bottom, or the 110 decibels of your power saw 

when you finally build the wife that closet shelf . It ' s 
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definitely not the 115 decibels for two hours at a rock 

concert . It ' s not the 95 decibels of a noise of a train 

either. 

And if you travel a lot , like I do , the 
NO·9 

selling point in Pima , Flagstaff , Winslow , Holbook and con't 

Williams is stay at our hotel , there ' s no training noise . 

The F- 16s produce 83 decibels . The F- 35A will be 90 with 

that big engine . I mean what ' s the difference between a 

Pinto and a Mustang? And I have a couple more later. 
-

Thank you . 

COLONEL GREGORY : Okay . We ' ll probably have 

time . Mr . Troy Chubb- Rovey of Flying Rovey Farms . 
3127 LU 

MR . CHUBB- ROVEY : Good evening , everybody. 

My name is Troy Rovey- Chubb . And I represent the Flying 

Rovey Farms out of Buckeye , Arizona . 

Colonel , congratulations on your 3 , 000 acres 

up there at Luke . We got you beat . We got a little over 

four between Buckeye , Yuma , to include the northern border 

of your fence line there at the Goldwater Range . 

We just want to support the F- 35. And we 

also want to support more air frames , if possible , to 

attract to the area than just the F- 35 . We all fly around 

in our little Cessnas between little farms , so we cover 

some territory too . 

And we also want to support lower 
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restrictions , or no flight decks or lower flight decks , we 

would like . And we would also like no or lower 

restrictions on air speed. So supersonic flight , low 
GE·13 

level supersonic flight , if possible , we might support . con'. 

If it were midnight we wouldn ' t mind it . And we can all 

recharge and we keep up- to- date on it . So the charts and 

whatever airspace you need to get the mission done and 

expand the mission , we will abide by it . 
-

COLONEL GREGORY : Mr. Earl Runte . Mr. 

Runte . 
3128 LU 

MR . RUNTE: I ' m Earl Runte , R- u - n - t - e . And 

I live in Glendale . Those of you who know me I can ' t 

clear my throat in three minutes , but we ' ll try to see. 

First of all , this is the best crowd I ' ve 

seen in Gila Bend for something to do with the air force 

since I ' ve been involved with it for about the last 

15 years , going back to Colonel White . 

I think we covered the noise thing pretty 

much . And our property , the one that I ' m most interested 

in , is attached to the paper plant , and we ' re right off 

the end of the runway . And I served on the joint land use 

study committee . A lot of people still contact me through 

the Department of Defense or complex , rather , and so on. 

But I hear the comments primarily from people in the 

neighborhood of the areas that say " Boy , are we glad to 
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safety . And I really support a ll the noise . They don ' t 

make anymore noise than our bulldog , Winston , did when 

they snore at night. So I sleep -- I do notice sometimes 

at night I hear a plane , I hear it one time , I don ' t hear 

it anymore . You just don ' t hear it . It ' s just a great 

comforting thing . 

And I support the air force in all , 

they want to do . Thank you . 

whateve~ 
J~~ 

COLONEL GREGORY : Thank you , ma ' am. Was 

there anybody who wanted to speak who ' s not yet signed up? 

All right . 

As promised , is there anyone -- we have 

plenty of time left. Is there anyone who would like to 

add to their remarks? 

Sir , you had some more points . Again , if 

you come back up , just so it ' s clear on the record , could 

you state your last name for our court reporter? 

MR . HOPKINS : H- o - p - k- i - n - s . I ' m sorry , 

sometimes when I read in the dark my eyes water . 

When you move next to an air force base you 

know there ' s going to be plane noise . When you move near 

farms , you know there ' s going to be dust . You move near a 

dairy , and there will be that unique smell that most of my 

friends say smells exactly like money . You move into 

downtown Scottsdale , and you have the sounds of that 
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bustling night life to keep you awake all night . 

Our state depends upon Luke Air Force Base 

in many ways . To lose that economic impact at any time 

would be hard to overcome , but at these times it would be 

devastating . 

Regardless of which planes have been at Luke 

over the years , how much or how little noise there is , we 

all benefit from it economically . 

The greatest benefit of having Luke Air 

Force Base is that as long as it is here , we have the 

freedom to come together in a forum such as this , to 

discuss these things without fear for our safety. 

The men and women that have received their 

training at Luke over the past years have given freely of 

their lives to help ensure our freedoms and our lives to 

live as we want to live . We must always remember that in 

our free society the needs of the many outweigh the needs 

of the few. 

Just as I ' m sure our friend Hank here , my 

father never considered himself a hero , he did what his 

country asked him to do to help maintain our way of life . 

He was laid to rest on the eleventh day of the eleventh 

hour of the eleventh month in 2009 with full military 

honors . 

Let ' s be prepared for the next time that our 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Litigation Services 



 

 

Final  
June 2012 

 

F-35A
 Training B

asing Environm
ental Im

pact Statem
ent 

D
.8–152 

A
ppendix D

 – C
om

m
ent R

esponse D
ocum

ent – Public H
earing Transcripts 

 

 

 

 
3130 LU Heather Goebel 



 

 

Final  
June 2012 

 F-35A
 Training B

asing Environm
ental Im

pact Statem
ent 

A
ppendix D

 – C
om

m
ent R

esponse D
ocum

ent – Public H
earing Transcripts 

D
.8–153

 

 

 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 
 



 

 

F
in

a
l  

J
u

n
e
 2

0
1
2

 

 

F
-3

5
A

 T
ra

in
in

g
 B

a
s

in
g

 E
n

v
iro

n
m

e
n

ta
l Im

p
a
c
t S

ta
te

m
e
n

t 

D
.8
–
1

5
4

 
A

p
p

e
n

d
ix

 D
 –

 C
o

m
m

e
n

t R
e
s
p

o
n

s
e
 D

o
c
u

m
e
n

t –
 P

u
b

lic
 H

e
a
rin

g
 T

ra
n

s
c
rip

ts
 

D
.8
–
1

5
4

 

 

D.8.8 Transcript from the Tucson International Airport Air Guard Station 
Public Hearing Held February 21, 2012, in Sierra Vista, Arizona 

 

 

 

 

Page 1 Page 2 

u.s . AIR FORCE F-35A TRAINING BASING EIS 1 I N D ~ X 

2 PA3E 

3 INTRODUCTORY REf1PJ<KS : 

4 C:olon2l Brad Roa n 4 

PUBLIC HEARING/PUBLIC COMMENTS 5 

BEFORE HEARING OFFICER 6 PRESENTERS : 

COLONEL BRAD ROAN 7 Colonel Michael McGuire G 

8 Lieuter.an t Colonel JOT: Whee l er 9 

9 Kim b':::.rnov 11 

10 

11 PUDLI: CO~Nr::N'IS 22 

SIERRA VISTA, ARIZONA 12 

FEBRUARY 21 , 2012 11 

6 : 00 P . M. 14 

1 5 

16 

17 

]A 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Reported By : Kimberley W. Gauthier 23 

Certified Reporter 2'1 

Cer t ification No . 50767 25 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Litigation Services Peterson Reportinq , Vi dec & Lit iqa:: ion ,services 



 

 

F
in

a
l  

J
u

n
e
 2

0
1
2

 

 F
-3

5
A

 T
ra

in
in

g
 B

a
s

in
g

 E
n

v
iro

n
m

e
n

ta
l Im

p
a
c
t S

ta
te

m
e
n

t 

A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

 D
 –

 C
o

m
m

e
n

t R
e
s
p

o
n

s
e
 D

o
c
u

m
e
n

t –
 P

u
b

lic
 H

e
a
rin

g
 T

ra
n

s
c
rip

ts
 

D
.8
–
1

5
5

 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE AIR FORCE PUBLIC HEARING AND COMMENT 

SESS I ON was taken on February 21 , 2012 , commencing at 

6 : 00 p . m., at the Windemere Hotel & Conference Center , 

20 47 Sou t h Highway 92 , Sierra Vis t a , Ar i zona , before 

Kimberley W. Gauthier , a Certified Repor t er in the 

State o f Arizona . 

A P PEA RAN C E S 

COLONE L BRAD ROAN 

United St ates Air Force 

Judge o f Crimina l Appeals in Washington , D. C. 

Hearing Officer 

COLONEL MICHAEL MCGU IRE 

Commander , 162nd Fighter Wing 

Tucson Air Guard Station 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JON WHEELER 

Flight Instructor 

Air Education and Training Command 

KIM FORNOF 

Air Education and Training Command 

Projec t Manager , F-35A Training Basing EIS 
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PRO C E E DIN G S 

COLONEL ROAN : Ladies and gentlemen , if 

eve rybody could fi nd the i r seats , we ' r e about r eady to 

begin . Thank you . 

Good evening . I ' m Co lone l Brad Roan . 

I ' ll be the hearing officer for tonight . I ' d l ike t o 

t hank everyone for coming out this evening to the 

pub l ic hearing to discuss the F-35A t raining basing 

e nv ironmenta l impact s t a t e me nt. 

I am a judge on the Air Force Cour t of 

Crimina l Appea ls in Wash i ngton DC . As one of my 

duties , I assis t with he arings l i ke t his . I don ' t 

work for anyone in Tucson , at the Air Guard Station or 

t he Air Education and Training Command . I ' m not 

i nvo l ved i n any way with t he development of the draft 

EIS , and I do not ac t as legal advisor to t he Air 

Force representat ives working on t his proposal . My 

role in th is hearing tonight is s i mply to be a n 

impartia l moderator , to ensure that we have a f a ir , 

orderly and impar t ial hearing where you have t he 

opportuni ty to ma ke comment s on the proposal . 

Tonight' s hearing is being t ranscribed 

ve rbatim by Mrs . Kim Gauth i er , who is seated ne xt to 

me . We ' re here this evening because the Air Force is 

analyzing the environment al impacts of the proposed 

Peterson Repo rting, Video & Litigat ion Servi ces 
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establishment of a pilot training center with F-3SA 

training aircraft . Th e hearing is he ld in t he 

accordance wi th the provision s o f t he Na t ional 

Environment al Pol icy Act , also known as NEPA , and 

regula t ions published by t he Council on Envi r o nmental 

Quality . 

The purpose of the hearing is to 

receive your comments on t he draft EIS . Tonight ' s 

hear ing i s j ust one of severa l opportuni t ies f or 

public comment . Please keep in mi nd tha t t he h earing 

is not a deba t e ; it ' s no t a vote on t he dra ft EI S , and 

it ' s no t a question- aod - answer session . The hearing 

is an opportunity for you to express your views and 

concerns about the adequacy of the environmental 

analys i s a nd the potent ial e nvironmental impacts 

associated wi th the proposal , as well as any issues 

rela t ed t o NEPA and the Nati onal Historic Preservation 

Act process . Commen t s about other unrelated issues 

will not assist in the decision-making process . 

Now , d uring the first part of the 

hea ring , Air Force r epresen ta t ives wil l provide you 

wit h the i nformat i o n about t he project and t he 

environmental impact analysis p rocess. We have with 

us tonight Colonel McGuire from the Tucson Air Guard 

Station , from the the Air Force ' s Air Education and 

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litiga t ion Servi ces 
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Training Command , Lieutenant Colonel John Wheeler and 

Ms . Kim Fornof . 

Now , if it looks as t ho u gh I ' m reading 

to you , i t ' s because , well , I am and we wi l l . I 

apolog i ze for that, b ut we prepare the presentat ions 

in writing to ensure tha t we cover everything for you . 

Also , we do have a representative from 

t he government affairs office at the Tucson 

Metropol i tan Chamber of Commerce , Mr . Robert Medler . 

Now , after t h e brie f ings we ' ll move to 

t he second part of the hearing t o take comme n ts from 

t hose who would like to make a statement on the record 

here tonight . Your comments , both written and oral , 

will provide the decision-makers the benefit of your 

know l edge o f the l ocal area and your concerns about 

t he e nvironmental a nalys i s . 

I ' ll now turn the presentation over to 

Colonel McGuire from the Tucson Air Guard Station . 

COLONEL McGUIRE : Good evening and 

t hank you for coming out . My name is Colonel McGuire . 

I am the commander o f t he 162nd Fi g h ter Wing at the 

Tucson Ai r Guard Sta t ion . On beha lf of t he Uni t ed 

States Air Force and the Arizona Air National Guard , I 

would like to welcome you to the public hearings for 

the F-3SA Basing Environmental Impact Statement , or 

Peterson Reporting, Video & Litiga t ion Services 

Page 6 



 

 

F
in

a
l  

J
u

n
e
 2

0
1
2

 

 F
-3

5
A

 T
ra

in
in

g
 B

a
s

in
g

 E
n

v
iro

n
m

e
n

ta
l Im

p
a
c
t S

ta
te

m
e
n

t 

A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

 D
 –

 C
o

m
m

e
n

t R
e
s
p

o
n

s
e
 D

o
c
u

m
e
n

t –
 P

u
b

lic
 H

e
a
rin

g
 T

ra
n

s
c
rip

ts
 

D
.8
–
1

5
7

 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5 

1 6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

25 

the EIS . 

Hopeful ly yo u ' ve had the opportunity to 

ta l k to ma n y knowl edgeable e xperts staff i ng the pos t e r 

s t a tions a nd t o lea r n mo re about t he Air Force ' s 

proposal , which is to es t ab l ish a p ilo t t rai ning 

center with the F- 35A aircraf t at one or more Air 

Force or Air National Guard installations . Four 

alternative locations are evaluated in the EIS , one 

b e ing t he Tucson Ai r Gua r d St at i on . 

Let ' s b e gi n by r ev i ewing the a genda f or 

tonight . I ' l l give a brie f overview of t he Tucson Air 

Guard Station . Lieu t enant Colone l Wheeler will 

discuss the F- 3SA training program and management . 

And finally , Ms . Kim Fornof will provide an overview 

of the environment al impact ana l ysis process a nd t he 

resul ts s p eci f ic t o the Tucson Ai r Guard St a ti on . 

The l ast i tem on t he agenda is the mos t 

importan t . The publ i c comment s e ction is yo u r 

opportunity to provide information and make statements 

for the record . This is one of three public hearings 

t he Ai r Fo r ce is holding nea r the Tuc son Ai r Gu a rd 

St at i on . The Ai r Force i s holding a total of 13 

publ i c heari n gs to ensure the public h as ampl e 

opportunity to learn about and comment on the F- 35A 

Basing EIS . 
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Before we tell you about the 

comprehensive EI S analysis process , I would like to 

f irs t give you an ove r view of the Tucson Ai r Gu a rd 

St a tion , o u r miss i o n and operat i ons . 

The Tu cson Air Guard S t a t ion is home to 

the Air National Guard ' s premier F- 16 pilo t training 

unit , the 162nd Fighter Wing . The station is located 

on the northwest grounds of Tucson International 

Airport and shares u se of the r unways , security and 

f ire con t ro l wi t h t he ai rpor t authori ty . With three 

f lying s quadron s , t h e l62nd is t he la r gest Air 

Nation al Guard fighter wing in t he co u ntry . 

Since its activation in 1956 , the wing 

fulfills dual federal and sta t e missions by preparing 

u n its for comba t and suppo r ting emergency rel i ef 

operat i ons . Th e wi n g has mo r e t han 42 yea r s 

e xp erience in fi ghter t rai ning , wi t h mo r e t han 22 

years i n i n ternation al military training , and h as 

trained pilots from more than 25 countries . Since 

1969 , the wing has graduated more t han 6 , 800 fighter 

p i l o t s . 

Approx i mately 1 , 440 p eople work a t t he 

Tucson Ai r Guard Sta t ion , including both f ull and 

part - time employees , as well as traditional Air 

National Guardsmen . This figure depicts the training 
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airspace and ranges regularly used by the Tucson Air 

Guard Station . I ts tra ining air space includes 

mili t ary operating areas , mi l i tary t rain i ng routes , 

restricted areas , air- t ra f fic-con t rol assigned air 

space . I t also includes t he Barry M. Go l dwater 

training air space . This map is available in the 

handouts you received tonight . 

As part of our ongoing operations and 

activi t ies , we i mplement a variety o f protective 

measures to minimize impacts o n our region a nd 

environment from t raining activ i t ies . We ' re proud o f 

these efforts and our achievements . Because of the 

many attributes that the Tucson Air Guard Station 

offers , our ins tal lation is one of four under 

consideration for t he si t ing of the F-35A pilot 

t r aining center . 

I will now turn the presentation over 

to Lieutenant Colonel Wheeler to discuss the F- 35A 

program and training management . 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL WHEELER ; Than k you , 

Colone l McGuire . My n ame 1S Lieu t e na nt Co l onel John 

Whe e l er . I ' m a fl ight instructor wit h the Air 

Ed ucat ion and Training Command . The F- 35A aircraft is 

an outcome of the Joint Strike Fighter Program, which 

is a joint multinational program among the United 
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States Air Force , Navy , Marine Corps and nine 

international partners . The Joint Strike Fighter 

Program merged several independen t government projects 

working on next-genera t ion stri ke aircraft . Th e goal 

was t o build a n affordable u n iversal fighter t hat 

would meet t he needs of all participants . 

Three versions of the strike fighter 

were developed to meet the varying operational needs 

of the military services . Th e Air Force version o f 

t he airc r aft i s the F-35A, which i s t h e convent i ona l 

take-of f a nd l anding model of the F-35 . 

The F- 35A is absolutely essential to 

the nation ' s security strategy . It is the newest and 

most advanced fif t h-generation fighter and is needed 

to deter and defeat 21st century t hrea t s . The F-35A 

is intended to be t he Air Force ' s premier stri ke 

aircraft t h rough t he f i rst half of the 21st c entury , 

offering low visibility , close- and long- range 

air-to-ground and air-to-air capability , enhanced 

precision strike capability and sophisticated 

elec t ronic warfare capabi lities . The mu l t iface t ed 

F-35A would fulfill the wide range o f ro les and 

missions currently conduc ted by F- 16 and A- 10 

aircraft , and would complement the F-22 aircraft . 

The F-35A is more effective than 
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current fighter aircraft in the air-to-ground combat , 

air-to-air combat , reconnaissance and suppression of 

e nemy air defe n ses , a n d has a bet t er ra n ge wh ile 

requiring l e ss l ogis t ica l support . Features of the 

aircraft t hat make i t a cutting edge a ircraft are low 

visibility , supportability and weapons . The F- 3SA is 

designed to cost less to operate and support in 

comparable current generation aircraft . 

The Air Force h as evalua t ed the 

potent i a l environment i mpacts associated wi t h the 

p r oposed basing of F-35A training aircraft . For more 

information about the environmenta l impact analysis , 

process and findings , I will turn t he presentation 

over to Ms . Kim Fornof . 

MS . FORNOF : Th ank yo u , Lieuten a nt 

Colone l Wheeler . My n ame 1S Kim Fo r no f , wi t h the Ai r 

Educat i on Training Command spea king to you regarding 

the F- 35A Training Basing Environmental Impact 

Statement . 

The draft EIS was prepared by the Air 

Force t o comp l y wi t h the Nation al Environment al Pol i cy 

Act , or NEPA . The draft EIS i s an impor t ant part of 

the Air Force ' s overall commi t ment to environmenta l 

stewardship . The EIS was initi a ted in December , 2009 . 

An early part of the EIS process included 23 public 
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scoping meetings , six of which were held in the Tucson 

region to enable the public to provide input on the 

proposed action , t he a l ternatives u nder conSidera t ion , 

a nd e nvironmental resources and issue s to be a n alyzed . 

Governmental agencies , e l ected 

officials , tribes , community and environmental 

organizations , as well as individual s were encouraged 

to submit comments throughout the scoping period . The 

comment s received were considered i n prepara t ion o f 

t hi s draft EIS . 

The dra ft EI S is the r esult o f 

extensive analysis and consideration of public and 

agency comments received during the scoping period . 

It is a complex and comprehensive document , so I wou l d 

like to provide an overview of what is inc l uded in t he 

f indings . A no-action a l tern at i ve and a proposed 

action are a n alyzed i n the draf t EIS . 

NEPA requires federal agenc i es to 

consider a no-action alternative when preparing an 

EIS . Under the no-action alternative , the 

establ i shment of a p i lot t r aining center and basing of 

F-35A aircraf t would not take p l ace . At each 

alternative location , t he no - ac t ion al t ernat ive 

constitutes baseline or current conditions , and allows 

t he decision-makers to compare the magnitude of the 
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effects of no action to the effects of the proposed 

action . 

As mentioned earl i er , the proposed 

action is to es t ablish a pilot t rai ning center wi t h 

associated basing of F-35A t r aining aircraft at one or 

more Air Force or Air National Guard installations . 

Installations with adequate military airspace and 

facilities are needed to accommodate the training of 

F-35A pi l ots a nd personnel . Traini ng would include 

t he use o f f la re countermeasu res and supersoni c 

f li ght , as permitted in authorized ai r space . Training 

would also include the use of munitions at approved 

military ranges and the use of axillary airfields to 

diversify training . 

The Air Force eva l uated four basing 

loca t ions 1n the draft EI S . Each loca t ion is an 

alternative for the p urpose o f t h i s EIS . The 

alternative locations are Boise Air Guard Station in 

Idaho , Holloman Air Force base in New Mexico , Luke Air 

Force base in Arizona and Tucson International Airport 

Air Gu ard Sta t ion . 

The Air Force eva l uated the potent ial 

environmental impacts of es tabl ishi ng the F35 - A pi lot 

training center and aircraft training squadrons at 

each of these alternate locations . The Air Force 
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analyzed the impacts of basing in increments of 24 

aircraft and from 24 to 144 aircraft , depending on 

capaci t y of the candidate ins t a l lation . 

Current ly , t h e Air Force preferred 

alternat i ve is to base the p ilo t t rai n i n g cen ter wi t h 

72 F- 35A training aircraft at Luke Air Force Base . 

However , no decisions regarding the proposal will be 

made until after the environmenta l impact analysis 

process i s compl e t e . 

The e nvironmental a nalys i s f or Tucson 

Air Gu ard Sta t ion was conducted usi ng th ree ai r cra ft 

basing scenarios . As part of the analysis , the Air 

force assessed basing between 24 and 72 F-3 SA training 

aircraft at Tucson Air Guard Station , as shown in the 

aircraft basing scenario table . All scenarios reflect 

t he relocation o f t he F-1 6 training miss i on . Basing 

scenarios T2 a nd T3 assume t he relocat i on o f t h e Dutch 

F-16 train ing mission currently housed a t Tucson Air 

Guard Station . Again , this information is provided in 

t he printed materials you receive tonight . 

F-3SA flight traini ng ac t ivi ti es at 

Tucson Ai r Guard sta t ions wou l d take place i n e x isting 

mili t ary airspace and ranges . No modifications to 

airspace would be required , and proposed training 

activities would be consistent with existing airspace 
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operations . 

The Air Force analyzed potential 

e nvironmental consequences associated with c ha n ges i n 

personnel, cons t ruct i on or renova t ion of f acili t ies , 

as wel l as new t raining activit ies in existing 

military airspace , ranges and at Libby Air Force 

auxiliary airfield . 

Specific resource categories evaluated 

i n the environment al impact s t a t eme n t are l isted here . 

Extens i ve detai l s about t he eva l uation of each of 

t he se resource areas can be fo und i n the draft EIS and 

in the summary fact sheet distributed here tonight . 

Public comments received during the seoping period 

conducted in 2010 mainly concentrated on potential 

noise impacts on t he community . So we wou l d like to 

spend addi ti ona l t ime on t ha t topic here . 

This is a noise con t our map for areas 

surrounding Tucson Air Guard Station identifyi ng 

baseline conditions , as well as each aircraft basing 

scenario . The blue line indicates baseline or current 

conditions of 65 F- 1 6 airc r af t, and t h e subsequent 

contours represen t the three aircraft basing 

scenarios . The noise contours r e flect the 65 - decibel 

day-night average sound level , or ONL , which is a 

sound level averaged over a 24-hour period, with an 
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adjustment for late-night noises . 

65 decibel ONL is a t hreshold above 

whi ch certai n land u ses , s uc h as resident ial , are not 

cons i dered compatible wi t h t h e Federal Aviation 

administrati on , or the Air Force , wit ho ut meas u res t o 

ensure that the interior noise level goals are met . 

The Air Force analyzed the noise 

effects associated with training activities on h uman 

a nnoyance and h ea l t h, physica l e f fects on structures , 

a nd biological l and use , socioeconomi c and cultural 

resources . Sou nd leve l s were ana l yzed for noise 

sensitive locations , which i nc lude local schools , 

hospitals and places of worship . 

The methodology used to assess and 

q ua nt ify noise impacts is more t horoughly described i n 

t he draft EIS , and we enco u rage you to review i t i n 

grea t er de t ail . 

The a nalysis i ndicates that under 

baseline conditions , 407 off-installation residents 

are currently affected by noise levels greater than 

65-decibel ONL. Unde r the various basing scenarios , 

t he number of off- i nstal l ation resident s af f ected by 

noise level greater than 65 - decible ONL would increase 

by approximately 1 , 500 residents to 8 , 100 residents . 

A small percentage of F-35A aircraft operations would 
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occur after 10 ; 00 p . m. As a result , the likelihood of 

sleep disturbance averaged among the locations studied 

would i ncrease by 8 t o 1 0 percent u nder t he bas ing 

scena rios . 

As shown previously , this is a map of 

the tra ining airspace and ranges regularly used he re 

at Tucson Air Guard Station . F-3SA training 

operations would increase subsonic noise levels on 

areas under tra i n i ng a i rspace . Noise crea t ed by 

aircraft exceedi ng t he speed of sou nd o r going 

supersonic would decrease under a l l basing scen arios . 

Noise impacts from l ive - and inert - munitions training 

at the Barry M. Goldwater range are not expected to be 

significant . The Air Force would continue to adhere 

to a l l existing FAA and l ocal avo i dance procedu res , 

f light restrict i ons a nd schedul i ng ad j us t ment s . 

The EIS also provi des de t ailed noise 

a nalysis for the Libby Air Force auxiliary airfield 

which would serve as an auxiliary airfield for 

training aircraft . Th e noise contour map shown here 

re f lec t s t he po t ential noise impacts from F-35A 

training aircraft o n areas surrounding Li bby . Th e 

noise contours are con t ained wi t hin t he boundary of 

Fort Huachuca ; therefore , no off-installation 

populations or acreage are affected by noise levels 
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greater than 65-decibel DNL . 

At this t ime , the Air Force has 

comp l e t ed t he f i rst th ree steps of the NEPA process . 

We are now at the f ourt h s tep , providing the draf t EIS 

f or p ubl i c revie w a nd comment . This phase is an 

essential part of the NEPA process , because it allows 

you , the public , to review the draft EIA and comment 

on the Air Force ' s analysis of potential environmental 

ef f ects . We e n courage you to provide your i np ut here 

tonight or by March 14th , so that i t can be co nsidere d 

f or incorporat ion i n the f ina l EIS . 

The Air Force is committed to keeping 

the community informed throughout the NEPA process . 

In addition to holding these p ublic hearings , the Air 

Force has establ ished a website to make i t easier f or 

you t o fi nd and reVlew environment al documents. The 

draf t EIS is posted o n the webs i te , as well as 

addi t ional F- 35A program in fo rmat ion . You may also 

review a hard copy of the draft EIS by visiting one of 

t he five public libraries listed in the NEPA handout 

you receive tonight . 

Comment s o n the draft EIS may be 

provided orally or in writing he re tonight , or by fax , 

e-mail , or mailing written comments to this address . 

All of this information is provided on the comment 
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form and on the project website . 

This concludes the briefing part of the 

hearing . Thank you for your at t ention . I ' ll turn it 

over to Colonel Roan . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Kim . All 

right . We ' ll now move on to the public comment part 

of the hearing . This is how that will work : I ' ll use 

t he speaker sign-up cards that those of you who want 

to speak may have filled out . And then I ' ll ask those 

f olks t o come up t o the mic and I currently have 

only received one card . So if you have -- thank you . 

If there ' s anybody that did not receive a card , we can 

certainly get you one , or if you have one and you ' d 

like for us to pick it up , please raise your hand . 

Thank you . 

If we ' ve heard from all t he speakers 

before 8 : 00 , I will recess the hearing and 

Ms . Gauthier and I will r ema in h ere at the table unti l 

8 : 00 to take your statement if you decide later that 

you would like to say something on the record . Now , 

the procedure we ' ll us e will give each speaker three 

minu t es . And when I call your name p lease come up 

onto the podium and Br i anna will start the clock when 

you are ready . 

To help our court reporter , please 
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begin by stating your name and the name of the 

organization , if any , that you represent . It will 

help her immensely if you can a l so spell your las t 

name . Please don ' t provide any o t her personal 

in f ormation , l i ke your home address or phone number . 

Again , your comments are recorded 

verbatim . They ' ll be used to develop a transcript and 

permanent record of this meeting , and will be 

published in the final EIS . Your name will be 

included , along with your comments , and will be in t he 

f inal report . 

Of course , you don ' t have t o speak for 

the full three minutes allotted . That ' s entirely up 

to you . To help you keep track of the time , Brianna 

will hold up a yellow card when you have about 30 

seconds left , and a red card when your time has 

expired . 

If you would please , at that point , go 

ahead and conclude your comments so that I can callan 

t he next person . You don ' t need to yield any 

remaining time t o anybody else . I ' l l just move onto 

t he ne x t speaker when you ' ve f inished . Now , 

u nfortunately i t takes too much t i me to set up any 

individual electronic presentations , if you have any , 

but those can certa inly be submitted as written 
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comments at a later time . 

Tonight ' s hea ring is scheduled to end 

at 8 : 00 . Now , i f everyone who ' s signed up to speak 

has had a chance t o do so before t hat t ime , I ' l l ask 

if any speaker would like another t hree minutes to 

ex tend on their comments . If you wou l d like to do 

that , just let me know at that time and we ' ll put 

another three minutes on t he clock . 

Again , Ms . Gauthier and I will remain 

at the table t o take your sta t ement , if you wish t o 

make a commen t after we recess , you want to add 

something l ater to your oral comments. Or if you 

wou l d rather not speak here tonight , you can submit 

written comments at any time up to March 14th , 2012 . 

There is no page limi t on written comments and the Air 

Force gives equal weight to oral and wri t ten commen t s . 

Both become part of t he official record and are 

i nc luded in the final EIS . 

Just a few reminders before we get 

started . First , please limit your comments to the 

draf t EIS tha t is the purpose of t his public commen t 

period . Second, if you agree with the previous 

speaker on something , you can certainty say that , but 

you don ' t need to use up your time repeating it since 

it ' s already part of the record itself . 
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r'2ge 22 

finally , d!:i I mentioned earlier , thi!:i 

is not a Q-a:'u5-A session . It ' s an opportuni t y for you 

to put on the record your v i ews and concerns abcut the 

propos2.l that you \.-/Oulct li ke for the decision-maken: 

t o consider . QU8:o t i0r:s t hat YO·J. pose dur :" nq your 

CDmment!:i will become part of the record and w:"ll b2 

c ·:)r:si .::iered . P.fter I..,e ' re done wi t h trle forma l par t o f 

this , Air Force rep:::-esentat ives \<iill cont:"nue tc be 

avail3.ble to discuss your questicns . 

Pmd · .... ith that, I wi ll cal~ on our first 

.<;peak~r , rv:r . Rohp.rt Medler . 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

MR . MEDLER : Good evening . Thank you , 

Colonel 11cGuire , Color:el Wheeler and Ms . Fornof . ':'hank 

Y0L. "~ry [[.UC;:1 fur yuu. C()[[11UellL~. Ny !lame _ :;'; RuverL 

!12'dler, -::hat ' s fiI-E-d-l-e-r . I ',;crk Et Tucson Me tro 

Chamber of Commerce ; I ' m t he \'lC€ presiden:: o f 

government o ff.:t i rs . 

I thir:k I have the dis::inguished hocor 

of beir.g the sa l e person , outside of t he Air Force , 

that :,;en:: to all of tte seoping meetings two years 

ago . San Ca r los is 3 very far dr i ve . 

So I ' 1 ~ keep it short and sweet , seeing 

w2 ' ll Le seuJiny uuL "".LiLLen cUllUnenL~ . Bu_ I j usL 

10J3.r:t to show cur apprecia t i on to the Air Force and the 

3131 TU 
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Air Nat ional Guard to consider Tucson International 

and t he 1 62nd Internationa l Guard Uni t . As Tucson 

works to develop the aerospace and defense sector , 

both Davis-Monthan and t he 1 62nd are vital to that 

sector be i ng developed i n Tucson , and we apprec i a t e 

eve rything the b as e does for the community , and we 

look f orward t o cont inu i ng tha t re l ationship f or 

another 40 years . 

Specificall y wi t h the ErS , t he 

proximi t y to t he appropria t e and adequate airspace , 

the closeness to the Barry M. Goldwater range , we see 

as a huge plus f o r t he uni t to cont i nue their mi ssion 

in the foreign military sales and training of U. S . Air 

Force and Air National Guard pi lots on the F-3SA . 

The f i nancia l impact of the un i t is 

integra l to that part of Tucson , to the south side . 

If I r emembe r r i ght, a pas t economi c s t atement pegged 

that at around $150 , 00 0 , 000 each yea r to the 

communi t y . The base employs about 1 , 450 Tucsonans 

into 1 , 000 ful l - time jobs . with the F-35A comi ng t o 

Tucson International , with the investment of 178 - to 

188 , 000 , 000 . That ' s a l o t o f constructi on j obs in t he 

part of town that the airfie ld is in and the Air 

Nationa l Guard unit is in . Tha t ' s a lo t of people who 

lost the i r jobs i n construct i on over t he l as t half 
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decade . I t would be great to put them b ack to work , 

and we ' re in f ull support of tha t . In the base , 

just -- I ' m sorry -- you know , t ha t ' s 1 , 800 t o 2 , 000 

people . And so the chamber is fu lly in support of the 

F- 35A be i ng down in Tucson Internat i ona l Airport . 

On the environmental side , the net 

r eduction of t he ma j or i ty o f the p o l lu t ants , if I 

r eca l l right , everything but nitrous oxide is reduced . 

Th i s is a greener , l eaner machine , and we fully 

suppor t that comi ng t o t h e bas e . 

As for the noise , we understand that is 

a serious concern of many o f the p eople i n our 

community ; however , we look at the economic benefit 

and we look a t the people t hat ' s being ef f ec t ed , and 

t hose are t he same peopl e t ha t are going to ge t the 

economic bene fit . 

Than k you . I ' ll be quick . 

So we thin k , hopefully tomorrow night 

and Thursday night , t he Air Force wi ll hear how much 

t he peopl e around base support i t . And fina l l y , 

particularly to Fort Huachuca and Libby Airfield , I 

t h i nk t he map t hat Ms . Fo r no f went ove r abou t the 

65-decibel day-and-night average , i t ' s completely 

wi thin t he ins tal l a t ion . It doesn ' t a ff ect any of the 

popu l a t ion . It ' s a huge advantage , and we t h i nk t he 

Peterson Report ing , Video & Li tiga t ion Servi ces 

Page 24 



 

 

F
in

a
l  

J
u

n
e
 2

0
1
2

 

 

F
-3

5
A

 T
ra

in
in

g
 B

a
s

in
g

 E
n

v
iro

n
m

e
n

ta
l Im

p
a
c
t S

ta
te

m
e
n

t 

D
.8
–
1

6
6

 
A

p
p

e
n

d
ix

 D
 –

 C
o

m
m

e
n

t R
e
s
p

o
n

s
e
 D

o
c
u

m
e
n

t –
 P

u
b

lic
 H

e
a
rin

g
 T

ra
n

s
c
rip

ts
 

 

 

3132 TU George Castle 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Air Force should strongly consider the benefit of that 

auxil iary airf i eld . So thank you very much again for 

t he opportuni t y . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Mr . Medler . 

Mr . George Cas tl e . Si r , if you would l i ke t o make a 

statement. 

MR . CASTLE : My name is George Cas tl e , 

like the king ' s castle . I ' m a retired Air Force F-4 

and F- 16 pi lot . And I was privi l eged t o do my pilot 

tra i ning at wi lli ams Air Force Base , which is now 

closed . I t ' s up in the eastern portion of the valley 

of the sun . 

I can attest to the fact that Arizona 

is a perfect place t o train pi lot s . The skies are 

wide open , there ' s not a lot of t ra ff ic . And o f 

course , the skies are blue . The percentage of time 

when you have excellent flying weathe r i s j ust about 

all the time . So it ' s just the cards -- the deck is 

s t acked for success in t raining pilots in the state o f 

Arizona . And a l so on the ground , there ' s vast areas 

where there ' s not a lot of population , so you ' re not 

distur bing a lot of people . 

Also , the impact here in the Sierra 

Vista area , whe re most of us are from , is minimal . 

The ta ke-off s and landi ngs are go i ng t o be t ak i ng 
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place at the Tucson Airport . Here at the Libby Army 

Airfield , there ' l l be practicing approaches , simulated 

flame-out approaches , and t hose opera t ions are f air l y 

quiet . They ' re not using any munitions in this area . 

That ' s a ll taking place down in t he Barry Goldwater 

range . It ' s a long way away . And so we won ' t really 

not i ce much impact a t a l l ; probably ve r y l i ttl e change 

from what we hear from the F-16s and the A-lOs that 

fly in t he pa tte rn here in Libby on a regula r basis 

already . 

And I think the -- a large majority of 

t he popul ation i n t he S i e rra Vis t a area are very 

supportive of a strong military . I t ' s very important 

that we have high tech weaponry for our mili t ary to 

u tili ze to make sure that we can -- i t makes us so 

that we ' re less likely to get into a conflict as long 

as we ' r e well prepared, and tha t i ncludes training . 

The noise that we hear really and truly 

is the sound of freedom . When I was a litt le kid , I 

grew up a coupl e miles off the north end of runway 36 

at the Albuquerque International Airport , Kirtland Air 

Force base . And as a litt le kid , one day , I think i t 

was a B-47 -- thank you -- f l ew overhead , and it was 

kind of like a medal overcast for a short period of 

t ime and i t was very l oud . But it was some t h i ng t hat 
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1 said hey , I really would like to do that some day . So 

2 i t was an incentive for a young kid to -- and I think 

3 that -- to maybe go into the military some day and to 

serve . And I think as our young population here sees 

5 t hat , i t migh t have t he same effect . Thank you very 

6 much . 

7 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Mr . Cas t le . 

8 Mr . Tom Finnegan , if you ' d like to make 

9 a statement , sir . 
3133 TU 

10 COLONEL FINNEGAN : Colonel , retired , 

11 Tom Finnegan , F-i-n-n-e-g-a-n . And I ' m here wearing 

12 t wo ha t s tonight ; one as a member o f t he board of 

}.3 13 directors of the Hauchuca 50 . And on behalf of the 

14 Huachuca 50 , I would tell you the F-35 to the 162nd 

15 fighter wing is a good thing . 

16 Now , the city of Sierra Vista gains 

1 7 absolu t e ly no t h i ng economicall y because i t ' s stationed 

18 up in Tucson . But we ' re proud to be the alternate 

19 field for the 162nd and for the folks at D. M. and we 

20 wil l cont i nue that . 

}, 21 I put my other hat on as the co-chair 

22 of the Ar i zona Mi li t ary Affa i rs Commiss i on and tell 

23 you , again , the F-3SA is more than welcome at the 

24 162nd and up at Luke . Tha t ' s all . 

25 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Colonel 
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Finnegan . We do have one more speaker , Mr . Tom 

Kennedy . 

MR . KENNEDY : 
3134 TU 

I ' m probabl y the only one 

that ' s going to have any kind of a negative comment . 

My name is Tom Kennedy . I ' m -- I was an Ai r Force 

pilot . I flew in Vietnam . I ' m not retired , but I 

have that bac kground . I ' m a l so an aeronautics 

engineer of Honeywell for many , many years , and worked 

on a irplanes such as the F-35 , as well as many other 

ones . 

My concern , my big concern , is of 

course t he noise tha t ' s going to e ff ect eve r ybody . 

It ' s about four times as noisy as the F-l6. What I ' m 

really concerne d about , though , both for Tucson and 

Sierra Vista , is safety , because the airplane is 

largely untested and it has a lot of bugs in it . And SA· I 

t h is is not t he Tucson of 50 yea rs ago , where the r e 

was nothing out there . Now , there are homes and 

buildings all around . -
And the same can be said f or Si erra 

Vista to a lesser degree . And so my concern is safety 

of tha t a i rplane . And ra t her than jus t drop a bomb 

and say I don ' t l ike it , my recommended alternative 

has always been for t his airplane to be put out at 

Gi l a Bend . There ' s an Air Force base already i n place 
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1 there . You ' ve got two and a ha lf million acres of 1 tonight , or mail them or fax them later . The mailing 

2 coyotes and rattle snacks t hat i t ' s -- i t ' s not going 2 address is printed on the comment shee t s themselves . 

GE· I 
cont 'd 3 t o bother anybody , and it ' s jus t not clear to me why 3 The Air Force welcomes public comments in writing at 

that is not a better a l ternative than Tucson , or any time during t h e Environmental Impact Analysis 

-5 Sierra Vist a, or any other urban setting . 5 process . However , to receive timely consideration , 

6 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Mr . Kennedy . 6 all comments must be submitted by March 14 , 2012 . 

7 Is the r e anybody else ou t t here t hat wou ld like to 7 This hearing is in recess . And I ' d 

8 make a comment this evening ? Would any of our 8 like to thank you . I wish everybody a happy even i ng . 

9 previous speakers li ke to make an addi tional comment , 9 (Public Hearing and Oral Commends 

10 or have some additiona l time at t he podium? 10 Concluded at 8 : 00 p . m. ) 

11 Well , as a I mentioned earlier , the 11 

12 hear ing is scheduled to end at 8 : 00 . We ' ve heard from 12 

13 everyone so far that wishes to speak . Since we have 13 

14 no further speakers , the Air Force representatives 14 

15 wi ll continue to be availabl e ou t by t he disp l ay 15 

16 boards to discuss th i ngs with you , and Ms . Gauthier 16 

17 and I wi ll remain here a t t he tab l e until 8 : 00 and 17 

18 record the statement of anyone who dec i des that they 18 

19 would l ike to put a commen t on t he record . 19 

20 I thank you f or your t ime and your 20 

21 interest in the F-3SA Training Basing EIS proposa l . 21 

22 And tonight is not t he end o f your opportuni t y to 22 

23 participate in the environmental review process . 23 

24 Again , written comment sheets are available at the 24 

25 registration t ab l e . You can turn these shee t s in 25 
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1 STATE OF ARIZONA 

2 COUNTY OF COCHISE ) 

3 

4 I , Kimberly W. Gauthier, do hereby certify 

5 t hat the foregoing Transcript o f Proceedings const itutes a 

6 true a nd accurate transcript of the proceedings held in the 

7 foregoi ng matter. all done to the best of my ski:1 and 

R ability . 

9 IN I'HTNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

10 subscribed my name this 5th day o f March, 20 12. 

11 

12 

13 

I . 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Kimber1eYIW. Gauthier, RPR 
Cer t ified Reporter, Certif i cate No . 50567 
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I N D E X 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS : 

Colonel Brad Roan 

PRESENTERS : 

Colonel Michael McGuire 

Lieutenant Colonel Jon Whee l er 

Kim Fornov 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

6 

11 
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TH8 AIR FORC8 PUBLIC H8ARING ANO COMM8NT 

SESSION was taken on February 22 , 2012 , commencing at 

6 : 00 p . m. , at the Holiday Inn & Suites , Tucson Airport 

North , 4550 South Palo Verde Road , Tucson , Arizona , 

before Kimberley W. Gauthier , a Certified Reporter in 

the State of Arizona . 

A P PEA RAN C E S 

COLONEL BRAD ROAN 

United States Ai r Force 

Judge of Criminal Appeals in Washington , D. C . 

Hearing Officer 

COLONEL MICHAEL MCGUIRE 

Commander , 162nd Fighter Wing 

Tucson Air Guard Station 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JON WHEELER 

Flight Instructor 

Air Education and Training Command 

KIM FORNOF 

Air Education and Training Command 

Project Manager , F-35A Training Basing EIS 
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statements , or if you would rather not speak here 

tonight , you can submit written commits at any time up 

to March 14th , 2012 . There is no page l i mit on the 

writ t en comments and the Air Force gives equal weight 

to ora l and wri t ten no tes ; bo th become part of the 

official record and are included in the final report . 

Just a few more reminders before we get 

started . First , please limit your comments to the 

draf t EIS tha t is t he purpose of t his publ i c hea ring . 

Second , if you agree wi th t he previous speaker on 

something , you can cer t a i nly say that , but you do not 

need to use up your t ime repeating , since it ' s already 

in the record . 

Finally , as I mentioned earlier , this 

not a Q-and-A session . I t ' s a n opportunity for you to 

put on the record your views and concerns about the 

proposal t hat you want the decision-makers to 

consider . Questions tha t are posed during your 

comments will become part of the record and will be 

considered . After we ' re done with the formal part of 

t hi s , Air Force rep r esent a ti ves wi ll con t inue to be 

available to discuss mat ters wi t h you in the back . 

With that, I will calIon our first 

speaker -- and I ' m going to apologize up front . I may 

mispronounce a name , or six , or more than that . So 
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Page 21 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

pleas~ bear 'liilh me . : ' 11 try my b e::; t . 

3ri t 3~n C' Brien . 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

MS . O' BRIEN : Goed evening . My name is 

Britanr. O' Br ien . I ' m the d i rec t cr of -:: he qoverno r ' s 

office here in thE sDL.thern ~art 0:: the state . On 

be~a lf of governor J3~ Br ewer a~d a l l -:: he ci t ~ zens o f 

this great state , welcome to Arizona . Thank you for 

a l lowir.g IT.e te o?en U:ese pul.::lic corrunents ::0 d i scuss 

the 16:2od Fighter Y1ioo;- as an i dea l :108e f o r t he F- 3~A 

t.r<31ning rrl.s.:;ion . 

The F-3~A bas ing decision process has 

b~en long and comprehensive , and a decision of this 

m3.cnitude no cou::'t d2:':erves this ki:1d of scrutiny . It 

shuu ld be a pLoce:::s LLaL ensured every aspecL yeLs 

analyzed , every question answered , so -:hat the fin31 

dec i sion is the ·::;c r2:"8ct one . ':':,e Department Of 

Defense and the .l\ir Fo rce deserve high praise and 

appre::::ia::ion for the work t hey :,aye done during thi:,: 

process . So tha~k yDL . 

The draft J::1S ~5 filled w:'::h a rr.yriad 

of te::::r.nical in =:'::>rma ti on . But the me ssage i t de livers 

is clear : T:,e 162nd f:'ghter Wi:1g at Tucson 

IlIL e rllc. Li Cl1dl Ai q.--..'O.:L _ ~ perIecLly ~u.i_ecl _u huuse Lh e 

F-~5A Lightning 2 . TLcson and Arizona bes~ fu lfill 

r'2ge 22 

3135TU 
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the expected mission and respons i bil itie s of an F-35A 

tra i ning base , taking into consideration 

envi ronmen t al , opera tional , techni cal and o ther 

factors . The evidence is indispu tab l e . Exceptional 

f l y i ng weather and access t o vas t training ranges not 

found anywh ere else in country , modern facilities and 

and exemplary sa f e t y record , instructors tha t average 

more than 3 , 000 f light hours and maintainers that 

average over 18 years of experience . 

The 162nd Fighter Wing is the l argest 

Air Nat ional Guard F- 1 6 training base in the country , 

tra i ning 6 , 800 U. S . and int ernational p ilots to f ly 

the fighter since 1 985 . The 1 62nd Fighter Wing 

provides the best-tra i ned coali t ion war figh t er 

partners for t he Uni t ed States Air Force . Our pilots 

deserve the best train i ng and equipment to continue 

t he i r important work to ke e p us sa f e and s ecure . 

For 56 years , the 162nd Fighter Wing 

has been a part of your communi t y and a vita l asse t to 

our economy . The Wing alone employs approximately 

1 , 500 Tucsona ns and exceeds $280 , 000 , 000 in annual 

pos i tive economi c impact t o the r eg i on . But mo st 

impo rtant l y , the 162nd has p rovided Arizona a sense of 

pride , knowing that some of bes t figh te r pi lots in the 

wor l d are t rained right here in Tucson . 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit igat ion Services 
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1 Tucson is a mi li t ary town . We 

2 appreciate our mi li t ary personne l and have had a 

3 s t rong suppor t s t r uc t ure within t he communi t y f or our 

a irmen and women and their families . We we lcome the 

5 spouses who j o i n our communi ty groups and 

6 organizations . We ' re p roud of the children who attend 

7 our schools and we t ake pride in knowing t hat 

8 countless veterans retire in southern Arizona , and we 

9 welcome every singl e one of them . And now , as we 

10 ce l ebra t e our centenni a l year , we l oo k to the f uture , 

11 and tha t future includes welcoming the F-35A Lightning 

12 2 to the 162nd at Tucson In t ernationa l Ai rport . 

13 Tucson t ra ins the b est pilots in the 

14 world . Let ' s continue t his mission and p rotec t those 

15 who prot ect us . Thank you very much for t his 

16 opportunity to speak today . 

1 7 COLONE L ROAN : Thank you , Ms . O ' Brien . 

18 And just -- I ' ll ask , is everyone a b le to hear me in 

19 the back? I can ' t te ll . 

3136 TU 
20 Okay . Gre at . Mr . Jim Langs t on . 

21 MR. LANGS TON : Good evening . My name 

22 is J ames Langston . Be i ng ca ll ed the first one ou t o f 

23 the chute , I r ea l ly didn ' t have time to make a real 

24 good speech . 

25 But I remembe r that there was a time in 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Li tigation Services 
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this country , during my father ' s time , when everybody 

kind of pul led to beat the Hun and the Japanese . And 

there was nobody tha t really cared whe t her there was 

too much noise or whatever the mission -- the mission 

was to keep Amer i ca strong , keep America ' s defense 

strong , and to win the war . 

And we ' re in ano t her war , much to our 

dismay , in the war on terror . And that war on terror 

is going to need a different kind of war fighter . And 

in this type of warfare , high l y t rained pilot s tha t 

really know what they ' re doing and can put the ammo 

where i t needs to be , i s go i ng t o be t he type o f 

Page 25 

-

GW 

places that wins this war on terror . _ 

I ' m proud t o say that Tucson has always 

been the cradle of aviation , and a f irst l ine o f 

defense for the United States of America . And for us , 

as Tucsonans , to turn our back on our Ai r Force 

heritage would be like deciding we don ' t need a Navy . 

I mean , I just can ' t believe tha t we would do 

something l i ke that . 

In parting , there ' s only one thing that 

I really have to say . Being an ex - f ighter pi l ot 

myse l f , jet noise is really the sound of freedom. 

Thanks . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Mr . Langston . 

Pete rson Reporting , Video & Li tigation Services 
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Next will be Ms . Rita Ornelas . 

MS . ORNELAS : Thank you . My name is 

Rita Orne l as , O-r-n-e- l -a-s . And I live near the ---

right over the flight path of D-M . I ' m very familiar 

with the amount of nois e t hat we get . I can i magine 

at TIA what everybody goes through with not only the 

no i se , but all the o t her distur bances . 

I commend the military. None of us 

here are against the mili t ary . I think they do a 

great job . 

But this airplane is something 

dif f e r ent than we ' ve ever seen be f ore . The F- 35A and 

the other versions of it are not even ready yet to be 

flown . It ' s had a lot of problems . By the time i t 

does ge t here -- and I hope tha t we do not get it 

here . I do believe that this plane needs to be in 

tra i ning somewhere , but no t i n Tuc son . Tucson has too 

much going on right now in many areas ; not only with 

aircraft, but in all our economics -- all our 

in councilmen , mayor , supervisors , everybody that ' s 

charge of this city doesn ' t seem take into 

cons i derat i on the peopl e in this c i ty and what the 

people are going through . 

This count ry is founded for t he people 

and by t he peopl e . The mil i tary i s he r e to protect 

Pete rson Reporting , Video & Li tigation Servi ces 
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3138 TU Keith Van Heyningen 

 

 

1 the people , and we love that . But this is a 

2 particular plane tha t I think will do great damage to 

3 the economy of Tucson , even though many here th ink 

it ' s going to be great for the economy . Once this 

5 t ype of noise comes , I do not believe t hat i t will be 

6 great for the economy . 

7 It may create a few jobs f o r a while . 

8 It may do a lot of good things for a few people . But 

9 in the long run , it ' s going to destroy Tucson . People 

10 are no t going to want to come to Tucson to live here 

11 under this kind of noise . 

12 Understand people tha t li ve far away 

13 from bases aren ' t concerned with the noise and what it 

14 does to the properties , the schools , the school 

15 children , the workers working outside . I t affects 

16 everybody . And I just cannot fathom that this type of 

1 7 plane wou l d be brought to a c ity li ke Tucson . It ' s 

18 precious . Tucson is a wonderful place to live , but 

19 not with this kind of noise . Thank you . 

20 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Ms . Ornelas . 

21 Our next speaker will be Mr . Keith Van Heyningen . 

22 MR . VAN HEYNINGEN : Good evening . My 

23 name is Keith Van Heyningen . I too live out in Rita 

24 Ranch , basically the northwest corner of it . I love 

25 D-M . I wave at the p l anes that go by , they ' re so 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit igat ion Services 
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close . I have absolutely no problem with the F-35 . 

My father and my grandfather , and t heir 

fathers be f ore them, were in the mil i tary . I was in 

the military . I ' ve worked with dynamite out in the 

desert . I ' ve worked around big guns . For people t o 

say this little bit of noise is going to destroy the 

city is pathe ti c . If you want t o l oo k at who ' s 

destroying the city and county , look directly at your 

city council and your Pima Coun t y Board . 

Too many peopl e in this town are 

against progress , be it the F-35 , be it a copper mine , 

be i t t ak i ng care of you r stree t s , or your firemen or 

police . The city council seems bent on doing one 

thi ng , f i nancially bankrupti ng us . Wi t h Rio Nuevo , 

which is under FBI investigation , with a trol l ey for 

drunk college students , you ' re talking about a billion 

dollars o f waste . 

Now , if we get the F-35 , we get 

upgrades to our international airport , we ge t more 

servicemen . These are highl y educated and tra i ned 

people who I prefer in my city over the cartels , or 

t he drug addicts , or the gang- bangers . And for peopl e 

who are against this who seem to be up in the their 

years , how did you survive this long , if a little 

noise bothers you tha t much? 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit igat ion Services 
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3140 TU Robin Gomez 

Page 29 

1 I ' m tired of having to fight these 

2 battles over and over again because some eco-freak has 

3 the ea r o f the media . I ' m going to cal l you what you 

are , you ' re socialists and cowards . Good night . 

5 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , sir . 

6 Mr . Darren Venters . 
31 39TU 

7 MR . VENTERS : Thank you . My name is 

8 Darren Ven ters . And I would just li ke to say that 

9 first of a l l , I agree compl e tely wi th t he governor ' s 

-
10 s t atement . Tucson is an idea l place t o base the F- 35 

11 program . We have a tremendous range just west of here 

12 t hat will no t requi r e a lo t o f a dd i tiona l GE-3 

13 construction , things to be pu t in place , and i t is an 

14 environment that the F-35 can safely ope rate i n . -
15 with regard to sound , I noticed on the 

16 presentation here that the sound enve lope extended 

1 7 some distance out a t a 24 outreach of 65 DBA . 65 DBA 

18 is rough l y the sound that we have here in this room 

19 t onight . If you -- ins i de an au t omobi l e i n t ra f fic is 

20 about 85 DB . 

21 So the sound levels are not nearly what 

22 one might think they are . So I ' m no t conce r ned a bout 

23 the sound . As a matte r of fact , I think the sound of 

24 freedom is one of the grea t things tha t we hear when 

25 these airplanes are opera t ing out here . So t hank you 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit igat ion Services 
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very much . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Mr . Vente rs . 

Next wil l be Mr . Robin Gomez . 

MR . GOMEZ : I ' m Robin Gomez , and I hate 

t o d if fer wi t h the governor, and I do appreciate t he 

guys who are fighting who protect us . I served four 

years in active dut y myself , in a very good un i t of 

the Navy , and two years reserve . He just -- i t just 

does n ' t make common sense t o base the most powerful , 

loudest and yet unproven s t r i ke fighter jet in a 

commercial airport , in the middle of a metropolitan 

area in ord e r t o t r ain f ore i gn pi l ots . 

Page 30 
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NO·37 

And I ' m sorry to say your DEIS -- and I -

know you have to plan ahead -- is no t ready for public 

input , okay? Basic in f o r mat ion ana l ysis of t he noise 

and safety is not available . The executive summary on 

page 69 s tates : "Because t he F- 35A is a new a i rcraft 

under deve l opment , some data norma ll y used to p redict 

noise , air quali ty and safety conditions cannot be NI··13 

obta ined at this time . 

And ye t you ' re asking me , a citizen --

and you chased a lo t o f t hese plane s a f ew years 

back -- you can ' t expect our citizens to come in 

nor can our public officials , li ke the governor , judge 

a proposa l when cri t ica l informatio n that vi t a ll y 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit igat ion Services 
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3141 TU Anne Gomez 

Page 31 

1 impacts our safety and we lfare are not available , are 

J 
NP-13 
ronI'd 2 matters of speculation . The DEIS rea ll y needs to be 

3 r esubmi t ted when tha t basic data b ecome availabl e . 

And you know wha t that data is as well as I do . 

5 Le t ' s tal k noise . Origi nal l y the EIS 

6 said the F-3SA would be four times louder when 

7 landi ng . Some two weeks after publishing the ErS , the 

8 Air Force sent out an errata shee t lowering the figure NO-21 

9 t o on l y twice as loud , from 22 decibe l s to 9 decibels 

10 louder t han the F-16 . No expl anation given on how 

11 such a large error was made . 

12 Of course , the nois e ana l ysis was a ll 

13 done using a computer mode l . Any of us who have 

14 fooled around with computer mode l ing knows how easy i t 

15 is to produce data t o support a conclusion , right? NO-42 

16 And you mean after two years of wo rking on the study , 

1 7 t he Ai r Force publishe s a study wi th a key data -- key 

18 error in the data? -
19 Guys , you ' re in t he Air Force . I was 

20 in the Navy . I f somebody on my ship had made that 

21 kind of an erro r , he would have been relieved of 

22 command . J us t a li ttl e Navy p r ejudi ce for you ; when 

23 you drop those bombs , we do expect you to h i t the 

24 target, not tell us t hat you were 13 decibe l s off . 

25 Now look a t the sa f e ty risk ana l ysis . lSA-12 
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It ' s just not based on facts . I ' ll continue l ater . 

wouldn ' t want you t o miss it . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Mr . Gomez . 

Ms . Anne Gome z . 

MS . GOMEZ : Hi , I ' m Anne Gomez , and I 

came to Tucson back in 1947 , be for e there was ever an 

Air Fo r ce , before t here was eve r an Air Nationa l 

Guard , and be fore there were jets and -- at either 

D-M . or at TIA . The skies were quiet t hen ; mostly 

onl y a few prop planes f lying overhead . 

Over the yea r s , the r e has been a 

cumula t ive increase in bo t h commerc ia l and mil i tary 

Page 32 
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3141 TU 

aircraft noise over TIA and their neighbors . The F-16 

fore ign pilot t raining was i ntroduced t o the skies 

over es t ab l ished Tucson neighborhoods . 

Now the Air Force wants to add even 

more noise . We a r en ' t sure how much no i s e wil l be 

added . They keep changing the data , the noise data . 

And ini tially , as I t hink Robin had said , i t was 22 NO-21 

decibels more than t he F-16C . And now i t was changed 

to 9 decibels , which is only t wice as loud . -

}-12 The Ai r Force isn ' t givi ng us enough 

informa tion about the safety of this brand-new single 

engine jet to even make a commen t . We read documents 

from Washington tha t are pret ty scary . The Air Force l NP- 12 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit igat ion Services 
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Page 33 Page 34 

1 ne eds to ex t end t he time f o r commen t s f o r t he d r a f t J~!t;J2 1 lived across the street from the railroad t racks , the 

2 E I S un t il a f l yover can be done in a va lley surrounded - 2 railroad station , and was about 100 feet from the 

3 b y moun t a i ns . 3 t rac ks when t hey ha d the pu ff e r b e l lies . So you ain ' t 

Forme r Congr esswoman Gab r ie l Gif f ords heard no i se yet . They were the ones that wou l d roll 

5 r eques t ed tha t a f lyover be done . Sena t or John McCa i n 5 you out of bed . 

6 a l so requested t hat a flyove r be done . The l ocal 6 But I was an Air Force p ilot . I ' ve 

7 mi li t ary commun i ty r e l ations commi ttee a lso r eques t ed GE-2 7 lived on nine bases . I lived on 27th street near 

8 tha t a f l yover be done . The F-35 is no t t he F-16 , and 8 Craycraft when I was going through graduate school . 

9 they ' re training requirements wi l l be d ifferen t . They 9 So yeah , I understand the noise . Th is is something , 

10 wou l dn ' t be doing this E15 . There ' s many comparisons 10 you know, trust me , it ' s wo r th it . We can l i ve wi th 

11 to the F-1 6 , bu t t h i s who l e p r ocess would not be going 11 it . You ' ll sleep t hrough i t . You wo n ' t even get 

12 on if t he F- 3SA wasn ' t a di ff e r en t aircra f t . - 12 woken up by it . 

]~" 
13 Unt il t he Ai r Force i s ab l e to g i ve us 

14 reasonable information about the noise leve l s , f l ight 

1 5 path and a f ul l y tes t ed aircraft , this dra ft EI S is 

16 premat ure and pu r e specul ation . 

13 I ' m not qualified to go through the 

14 analysis as , you know, it ' s still ongoing , so I ' m not 

15 going t o comment t o that . But you know, t h e need 

16 for -- I have fl o wn on Gol dwate r Ra nge , and I know the 

1 7 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Ms . Gome z . 17 egress at Luke, and I was on Nellis , h e re at 

18 Mr . Bob Reau l t . 18 Davis- Montha n , and the I n ternational Airpor t . So I 
3142 TU 

19 MR . REAULT : Good evening , l adies and 19 know ingress a nd eg r ess and safety , and all the ki nd 

20 gent l emen . Thank you a l l for coming . I ' m Bob Reau l t . 20 of -- th i s is a good town for i t . 

21 I came here i n ' 69 to go to t he op t ica l sc i ence 21 I unders t and t h e personal obl i gat i on . 

22 center, when we had 120 , 000 p eople , and we g rac i ous l y , 22 I took -- you wa nt to find me on the Hi stor y Ch a n nel , 

23 as Tu csonans do , accommodated ano t her 800 , 000 , and 23 on the Mi lita r y Channel o n Ame r ican Su i cide Mi ssions , 

24 we ' re s ti ll do i ng that . We ' re happy t o do t hat . 2 4 we lost seven of our p lanes in 30 days . My first trip 

25 I was brought up in Connecticut , and I 25 was over Hanoi . 
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Page 35 Page 36 

1 So we all in this room and all in the 1 Ocotillo Elementary School for the representative 

2 country , we a l l assume our liabi l ity t o have our 2 departure , arriva l and closed-pa t tern f li gh t that 

3 defense , our Navy , our Air Force , our Army . And you 3 comes closes t to the l oca t ion . Actual i ndividual over 

know , there ' s al l that liability of , you know , making flight noise l eve ls vary from the noise levels l isted 

5 weapons and bringing them on trains and everyth ing 5 because o f v ariations in aircraft, configurati on , 

6 else . 6 flight track , attitude and atmospheric conditions ." 

-
7 So I endorse the f ac t t hat we too have 7 You d id noise leve l ana l yses at 1 5 

8 to do that . The lower temperatures here , versus , say , 8 different l ocations for normal operation . However , 

-
9 hey , l e t ' s send this up to Phoenix . No , I t h i nk i t 9 you did no i se leve l analysis of only one location for 

10 wi ll be sa f er for the sta t e o f Arizona to pu t them out 10 afterburner operation , and i t is not t he closest t o 

11 here . So in the best interests of our nation , our GE-J 11 the actual flight path or take-off path for the 

1 2 s t ate , our reg i onal community , I endo rse having them 1 2 aircraf t . Ocotil lo El e ment ary School is approx ima t e l y 

-13 here . Thank you very much . NO-S 13 three-fourths of a mi l e from the 65 DB contour , under 

14 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , sir . Mr . 14 sce nario T3 , which is the larges t group o f aircraf t . 

15 Gary Ashberger . 15 On t he o ther hand , Miss i on Manner 
3143 TU 

16 MR. ASHBERGER : Good evening . My name 16 Elementary School is approximately one-eighth of a 

1 7 is Gary Ashbe r ger , and I live approximately one mile 1 7 mi l e from the same nois e contour, and it is much 

18 off the northwest end of the ma in runway of Tucson 18 closer to the take -off pattern , northwest ta ke-o ff 

19 Interna tional Airpor t . I ' ve lived there f or almos t 39 19 pattern from t he main runway than Oco t illo . _ 

20 years . And what I wou ld like t o address tonight is 20 Again , using your scale i n Figure 3 . 1 , -

21 some of the numbers that I got from the EIS regarding 21 with the sound exposure level of 94 DB , again , quoting 

22 afterburner operation . 22 f r om Table 3 . 2 . 2 : " Aft e r burner o perati on would be 16 
Np·1J 

23 I ' d first l ike to quote a note at the 23 times louder than the 70 DB l evel , which is f ive DB 

24 bottom of Tab l e 3 . 2 . 2 , related t o afterburner 24 louder t han t h e 6 5 DB leve l you ' re quo t ing ." 

25 operation : " No i se leve l s present ed were calcu l ated at 25 Given this and many o t her issues , it 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit i gation Servi ces Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit i ga t ion Servi ces 
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Page 37 

1 looks like this process should not go forward or 

2 proceed without actual overflight data . How can this 

3 DEIS be accept ab l e with so many unknowns and 
NP·IJ 

disclaimers? Our concerns must be answered ronl'd 

5 explici tl y , not implicitly , using fla wed da t a . Thank 

-6 you . 

7 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , 

8 Mr . Ashberger . 

9 Mr . Gary Hunter . 
3144 TU 

10 MR . HUNTER : My name is Gary Hunter . 

11 For the past 16 years , my wife and I have lived in 

12 mid- town Tucson . My wife and I are Amer i c ans . We 

13 care about our country and we care about this 

14 communi t y . This is massive , and i t ' s only volume one . 
-

15 For tho se of us who aren ' t experts in 

16 the NEPA process or in noise analysis , it ' s 

17 int imidat i ng . It t a ke s us a long t ime t o ge t through 

NP-12 
18 this draft EIS . It would he lp us a lo t if the comment 

19 period could b e extended by 30 days . Wi th t he 

20 e xtension , we could look at the dra f t more care f ully , 

21 and we could help ensure the final EIS reflects the 

22 concerns o f our commun i ty . -
23 Already we have some concerns . For 

24 example , the dra f t shows a 65-decibel contour , but i t 

25 says nothing about the severe restrictions that 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit igat ion Services 
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24 

25 

Arizona Revised Statutes impose on all property within 

that contour . For exampl e , the Arizona Revised 

St atutes requires dup l exes , multipl e x es and apartment 

buildings within the 65-decibel contour to be 

a bandoned . Sing l e family homes bu ilt after t he year 

2000 will have to be abandoned . The draft says 

nothing abou t any of th i s . 

The draft cites on l y two studies 

regarding the i mpac t s o f aircraf t noise on property 

va l ues . I n fact , there are a number of studies that 

demonstrate the relationship is quantifiable and that 

aircraft can r educe property v a lue s by 25 pe rcent or 

more . Is this what we want? 

Page 38 

-
-

-

LU· II 
ronfd 

SO·33 

The draf t provides no estima te of t he -

t ota l dollar loss of Tucson ' s property va l ues and it 

provides no estimate of the total dollar loss of 

propert y tax r evenues . The draf t provides no analys is 

of the impacts of F- 35A on our economy . 

Now , the first speaker here t on i gh t 

said that we ll , said tha t 162nd Fighter Wing where SO·13 

the F-35A will be adds $2 50 , 000 , 000 to our loca l 

economy annual l y . Now , t hat -- excuse me , 

280 , 000 , 000 . Tha t $280 , 000 , 000 is a combination of 

direct economic impacts , indirect economic impacts and 

induced economi c impacts . Now , when economists 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit igat ion Services 
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Page 39 Page 40 

1 compare one part of an economy to the other , they use 1 compatible operation with a city of over 1 , 000 , 000 

2 only the direct impacts . The direct impacts of the 2 people , than t o have the noisiest unproven plane 

3 162nd on this economy i s 127 , 000 , 000 per year . That ' s 3 fly i ng over us . 

four-tenths of one percent of Tucson ' s total gross D-M and the Tucson International 

5 domestic product . 5 Airport are less than the required f ive miles apar t . 

6 In contrast , our local leisure and 
SO-13 

6 This is not addressed in the EIS . F-35As will have to 
ronI'd 

7 hosp i tal i ty bus i nesses add $1, 400 , 000 , 000 to our 7 fly from TIA t o Davis - Mon t han t o l oad l i ve weapons , 

8 economy each year . If the noise of aircraft drive 8 bombs , because they can ' t store that at TIA _ The EIS 
DO-JO 

9 one-tent h of Tucson ' s visi t ors from our golf courses , 9 does no t even address those fl ights . It doesn ' t even 

10 from our resorts and hotels , tha t impac t will be 10 say any t hing about thos e flight paths regarding safety 

11 much -- that loss will be much greater than everything 11 or noise issues . -
12 t he 1 62nd adds to our economy . Than k you . 12 And another thing i s what is the hea l th -

13 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Mr . Hunter . 13 impact of the jet fue l on residents? JP8 , the jet 

14 Lee Stanfield . 14 fuel , is a known carci nogen . Wil l the addi t ional 
3145 TU 

15 MS . STANFIELD : My name is Lee 15 8 , 127 resident s around the Tucson I nternationa l SA-9 

16 Stanfield . And it seems to me that this draft EIS 16 Airport whom the EIS states will be directly impacted , 

1 7 should be called the draf t y EIS because i t has so many 1 7 wi ll they b e in f o r med o f t he change of the r isks t o 

18 holes in it. But there ' s so many that there ' s no way 18 their safety and health? 
: 

19 that one speaker can address all of them in t hree 19 My unders t anding is that the people who 

20 minutes . I ' ll address some o f the things : 20 have already been impacted were not forma l ly to l d 

21 One of them is the fact that so many 21 about it . They found out about it after the fact _ 

22 people be li eve tha t not bringing the F- 35A is going to 22 And wha t -- something tha t a lot o f peopl e don ' t LU-6 

23 cause the closure of Davis-Monthan . That ' s just not 23 recognize is that when those 8 , 127 residents are being 

24 accurate at all . Tucson , first of all , is high on the 24 flown ove r by the F-35s , t he FAA will t hen designa te 

25 list for the drone operat ions , wh i ch is a much more 25 the area tha t they ' re in as being unsuitable for 
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3147 TU Jean DeJong 

Pa ge 41 Page 42 

1 residential use . J W o 6 
conl 'd 1 We want the F-35A to b e based here and we welcome 

-

2 So what are they supposed to do? 2 them . I ' m on -- in addit ion to l ivi ng i n Green 

3 They ' re supposed to stay there and become deaf? Ar e 3 Va ll ey , I am on f aculty here a t Pi ma County Community 

GE·J 
they supposed to try to sell their property whe n College , and we support the growth of this area . And 

5 nobody ' s going to want to buy i t, b ecause i t won ' t b e 5 we s ee t h i ngs li ke continuing t he traini ng servi ces as 

6 fit for r es iden t ia l use ? Is the Air Force going to -6 a vital part of tha t . 

7 come in and somehow compensate t hese people? I don ' t 7 I ' m sorry I made you laugh back there , 

8 think so . 8 but tha t ' s all right . Loo k at yourself sometime . 

9 Since a disproport ionate numbe r of 9 I understand t ha t there wi ll be no i se -

10 peopl e impacted by this are l ow-income Hispani cs , have 10 around a jet aircraf t . That ' s the na t ure of the 

11 there been any notices by the Air Force i n Spanish ? 11 beast . The EI S seems to address that . And the craft 

12 And by t he way , since many Hi spani c peopl e are 12 t hat is b e i ng proposed here , the F- 35 t o b e based NO·9 

13 impacted by this plan , why is this publ ic hear i ng 13 here , is only s l ightly higher in its leve l of noise , 

14 neares t to the Tucson Internationa l Airport bei ng held 14 as earlie r speakers have indi ca t ed , t han the current 

15 on Ash Wednesday and t he beg i nning of t he rodeo 15 craft , and i t ' s qui t e acceptable . 

16 holidays i n Tucson ? Than k you . 16 So the short version of a l l of this is , 

1 7 COLONE L ROAN : Thank you , 1 7 we i n Pima County need the F- 35 t ra i ning base here . 

18 Ms . Stanfield . 18 We want i t h e r e , and l a d ies and gentlemen , let ' s get 

19 Mr . David Kryder . 19 i t on . Thank you very much . 
3146 TU 

20 MR . KRYDER : Good evening . I ' m David 20 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you Mr . Kryder . 

21 Kryder . I ' m a l O-year r e sident h e re in Pima Count y . 21 I hope I ' m p ronouncing the name 

22 Thank you ve ry much , Co l one l Roan , Colonel McGuire, 22 correct l y . Jean DeJong . 
3147 TU 

23 Lieutenant Colonel Wheele r , Ms . Fo rnof and o thers . I 23 MS . DeJONG : Good evening , everyone . I 

24 hope I got that righ t . 24 just -- when you were doing your p resentation , I 

25 Ladies and gentlemen , we need the j obs . 25 notice d that t he For t Huachuca Air Force base , 

Peterson Report ing , Video & Li tigation Services Peterson Report ing , Video & Li tigation Services 
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i n terestingly , ha s -- I have a cold . So this is to 

preve nt me from coughing -- the Fort Huachuca Air 

Force base has no popula t ion around t he base t hat is 

goi n g t o be a f fec ted by any o f t he over-fl i g h ts of t he 

F-16 tha t wi l l t ake place down t here , a nd I th ink 

it ' s one person who I know who ' s done quite a bit 

of work for the Air Fo rce and for t he military , 

actually said to me , You know , i t ' s very interesting 

t hat you never see the Army p l ant i ng i t self on t op o f 

a ci t y . The o nl y b r a n ch of t he mi litary tha t does 

t hat i s t he Ai r Force . And tha t ' s ki nd o f a n 

i nterest ing p h enomenon . 

And you know -- and I assume t ha t 

people in the Air Force wan t to plant themselves on 

t op of a city because o f t he amen i tie s tha t the city 

has t o off er . And so presumably people l i ke to , you 

know , have access to the universi t ies a nd t o t he 

schools , and to the recreat ion facil ities and parks , 

and so on and so fort h . 

You know , what ' s happening to -- how I 

kind of see what' s happeni ng i s tha t the Ai r Force has 

come in -- a nd t here ' s been a ki nd of a re l ationship 

be tween t he community and t he Air Force over the 

years , and t he Air Force people have enjoyed 

eve ry thing t ha t TUcson and t he vici nity has had to 

Pe t erson Reporting , Video & Litigat ion Servi ces 
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offer . 

~ll t. ·..., i t.h t. h ~ ~xp<'insi()n C"l f -:--.hp.s~ 

o?erations , al l t hose things t ha t have jrawn not onl y 

the li.ir Ferec~ to t h is area , cut everyone to this area , 

a r e q:Jinq to be qcne . And t hen -- and t he ~eople · .... to 

c::Ir. m:Jve wi ll actually move cut cf t he area . And t t en 

al l of t he peepl e vlho :' ove t he :1e is e , who 10'1.'8 the 

sot.:n d of f reecom, who ':'ove te be dea f , who love to 

look up and r a i se t he i r eh .l l dre:1. i n the a:" r and say, 

isc ' t t h i s wonder f u l ? wi ll have it all to :.hemselve5. , 

I r opO'! _ 

I j ust wa n t to pe i nt out t ha t, you 

kno"I , there :.asn ' t been an over-f l i9ht of ::he F-3S . I 

dor: ' t th i nk that tha t :"s j ust a mi stake that ' s 

h3ppened . I can ' t thi nk t he Ai r Force -- I don ' t 

t.htn k ;::n'!cne who hi'l'<; il ·Jp..<;t.eri i:1. t.p. r e.<;t tn -:::hi s jet 

Ivar:ts Gny 0 = us to t Ul_ y experlence i t. 

3ccaUEe if we were to fu l ':',! cxperl ~r:ce 

i t, Ne would kno"", t hat a t 122 dec i bel s on l and i nq ar:d 

L:J.ke-:;[[ , Lha L U lt" hW!ldIl ed[ Cd:l (Ju l y ue ex~()~ecJ Lo 

tha t l evel of noise for four seccnds cumu:'ative OV2'r 

24 hour s c e ::o r e :1ea ::-1r:g los s happens . Th :'n k a bcu t 

tho3 t . If 0311 the je t::: f lyi ng over you ure creutin;J 

t hat l evel of noi.se , we won ' t have to l i sten to th2 

sDLnd of f reecom . We ' :'l just have to 180k a t i t . 
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3149 TU Helen Bayly 

Page 45 
Page 46 

1 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , ma ' am . 
1 against our country . Thank you . 

2 Mr . John Creuse . 
2 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , sir . 

3148 TU 
3 MR . CREUSE: Thank you for the 3149 TU 

3 Ms . He l en Bayl y . 

JNO. 5 
NO·6 

opportunity tonight to speak . I personally think I ' ll 

5 be p e rsonal ly i njured f rom the sound of the a i rplanes . 

MS . BAYLY : Three minutes ? Ready , set , 

5 go . Helen Bayl y is my name . I come from a mili tary 

-
6 I live in the Tucson mountains , and the F-16 -- not 

6 fami ly . My father helped develop radar in the 1930s 

7 la t e l y , bu t last summer -- used t o f ly over and -- a ll 
7 for the U. S . Ai r Force , and two o f my unc l es f l ew and 

NO-8 8 the time be fore that , made a terrible lot of noise . 
8 fought in the ba ttle of Brita in . 

9 And i t was -- where I was -- I felt li ke I was -- had 
9 I ' m going t o comment on this wonderful 

10 t o go in the house t o ge t away from the noise . 
10 Env i ronmental I mpact Stat ement . I t ' s a draf t . And as 

-
11 But again , I don ' t know what -- as I 

11 your staff have been reminding us , we ' ve been reminded 

12 t hat if we can o f f e r some advice , i t wi ll ma ke i t a 
12 was tal ki ng t o them t on i ght, they s aid t ha t t he 

13 airpl ane will take off at a much higher l evel . I l ive 
13 better environmental statement . I wish the only woman 

14 a t the 3 / OGO - foot e l evation . And I ' ll t el l you that 
14 on the panel , by the way , had a rank . I wish I coul d 

NO-38 1 5 a t 3 , 000 feet -- everybody i n Tucson lives a t around 
1 5 ca ll you gene r a l o r , you know , air vice marsha l. The 

16 2 , 000 fe e t , approximately , if they live in the valley . 
16 only woman . 

1 7 But the l evel t he r e makes a l o t o f di ffere nce i n 
1 7 Anyway , as a local ci t izen , a 

18 naturalized citizen , I ' ve chosen to be an American 
18 the -- and the c l earer the air is and the dryer the 

19 air i s , i t ' s real ly loud . -
19 cit izen myself . 50 years ago , I chose to be an 

-20 And as f ar as the economi c , I will b e 
20 Amer i can , probabl y unli ke many of you who were born 

-
21 personally harmed because the economic -- my home , 

21 American . I ' m concerned about the inappropriateness 

50-1 22 wh i ch I bui l t wi th my two hands from t he f oundation 
22 of bas ing t his mos t powerful, loud , and ye t unproven 

23 up , will be -- I think , personally myself -- wi l l be 
GE-I 23 Air Force strike fighter jet at a commercial airport 

24 losing t he value . I love t he Air Force . I love t h e 
24 in the mi ddle of a me tropol i tan area in order to tra i n 

25 Army . I was in the Army , and i t i s no t hing persona l 
-25 fore i gn pi l o ts . And you wi ll hear l ots f rom other 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit i gation Services 
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3150 TU Lisa McFarlane 

1 

2 

3 

5 
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1 7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

better people than I , engineers and aeronautical 

engineers and analys t s and lawyers . 

But I a m amazed t hat my own Air Force 

isn ' t savvy enough to have some savvy lawyers on staff 

who understand the NEPA . There are so many omissions 

in the this wonderful document that I -- I ' m proud to 

have the document . I asked the Ai r Force to send it 

to me . 

Bu t t he the DEIS is , a t the moment, 

immature i n many areas , and i t ' s premature in a l l the 

other ways . Basic information , essential even for the 

governor ' s offi ce , t o analyze t he sound and t he effect 

on businesses and effects on the environment , that 

basic informati on is not available . 

Without my analyz ing you into the 

ground , take it from me , and another people will 

mention i t , and know I tha t ou r lette rs do , will 

I ' m an o ld teacher . I ' m sure you can tell . We want 

you to do a better job , and we want you to talk about 

and study the health e ffects and the environmental 

effects . I have -- after my grandchildren moved here 

24 years ago , wh i ch I thin k ou t does some of you who ' ve 

been here 1 5 years I guess I ' ve been here 14 

years -- I have 30 more seconds . 

But t here ' s so many pieces of 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit igat ion Services 
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SO-13 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1 7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

significant information missing about noise and safety 

impacts . Mos t of your suggestions are unrealistic and 

inadequate . I ' m pe rsonally i ncensed that we haven ' t 

had it written in Spanish . Did you send out Spanish 

not if icat i ons? How abou t a ll t he tribes? I don ' t see 

too many of my wonderful Mexican American friends . 

I ' m suppos ed t o end . I may ta ke the opportuni ty of 

finishing l ater . 

I ' m de ligh ted t o be in fron t of the Ai r 

Force for which my famil y has done so much . But I do 

think that you need to get some really good lawyers 

and go over i t again and aga i n , and give endless 

extensions unti l the incorrections are improved . 

Thank you . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , ma ' am . 

Ms . Lisa McFarlane . 

MS . McFARLANE : Thank you for the 

chance to speak . Let me first give you some 

background on my involvement i n jet noise and safe t y 

impacts . I carne to Tucson in 1985 to pursue a Ph.D . 

in planetary science , which I subsequently earned from 

t he Universi t y o f Ar izona . 

I knew that 2004 , way back when , wou ld 

be very busy with a spacecraft miss i on that ki nd of 

carne due , so t o spea k, around tha t time . So 10 years 
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of preparation all came down to like a 20-minute 

descent into Saturn ' s largest moon , all as part of the 

Cassin i Spacecra ft Mi ssion . 

I bought a house speci f ica l ly so I 

could avoid d i s t ract i ons and concen t ra t e on the 

mission . This strategy completely backfired . 

Instead , the house I bought in 2003 , which was in no 

noise zone when I bought it , and as close to the 

u ni versi t y as i t i s t o Davis-Monthan, was suddenly 

e nve l oped by expanding noise z ones from Davis-Monthan 

due t o loude r j ets , ei t her already present or 

expected . 

There was significant and vociferous 

dissent among those most affected by this expansion at 

t he t ime at the 2004 h earing . Al l citizens who 

actual l y lived i n t he area opposed t he noise zone 

expansion . 

And this situation seems exactly 

analogous . The citizens ' arguments were articulate 

and long . The mission at D-M was supposed to be A-lOs 

a nd C-130s , yet throug h Opera t ion Snowbird , which was 

supposed to h ave been a part-year miss i on , carr i ers , 

Tornados , F- l8s , and o t her extreme ly loud and less 

safe jets snuck in , so to speak , and started to fly 

year round . 
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The clear consensus , again , of the 

people who were subjected to the jets while in their 

homes , was t hat i t was too loud a l ready . There were 

crashes i n town , and sa f ety and health issue s we r e 

also a conce rn . 

At that 2004 noise zone expansion 

hearing , one resident stood out in my mind in 

particular . I haven ' t spoken to her before that time 

or s ince . Her name is Diana Steel e . Sh e l ived in my 

ne ighborhood f or 34 years . And she cited a specific 

day in t i me when a j et went over that was ve r y l oud , 

and so this is her quote : !I I hea rd a jet in t he 

distance approaching for a landing . The noise became 

so loud that both my husband and I had to physically 

p u t o u r fingers in our ears to t ry and b l ock t h e 

noise . The noise go t l ouder , and louder , and louder , 

a nd did no t calm down . If I t ook my f ingers ou t o f my 

ears , it h u rt so bad . After the plane landed , I had a 

headache and ringing in my ears for several minutes . 

Th is is not acceptable ." 

And s h e went o n to say tha t she ' s been 

a supporter of D-M for many years . Sh e ' s no t a 

newcomer to the area . She ' s a fift h - generation 

Tucsonan . She has seventh generation Tucson 

grandkids . 
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This is not a compl aint that she made 

lightly . And she talked about t h e fa c t tha t she was 

not t r ying to oppose D-M , but just t h e fact t hat this 

was no longer just an inconvenience or an annoyance , 

but it was a hea l th issue . 

So my concern is that I ' m not sure that 

t hese is sues have been -- or , in f act, I know tha t 

these issues have not been adequate l y addressed in the 

dra f t EIS . Le t ' s see . So basically , just t he idea is 

that twice as l oud , or any t hing more than that , is 

just too loud . Thanks . I guess I ' m out of time . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Ms . 

McFarlane . 

Mr . Bruce Dusenberry . 

MR. DUSENBERRY : Good evening . My name 

is Bruce Dusenberry . I ' m a native Tucsonan . I ' ve 

lived here a ll my life . I run a moving and storage 

company that ' s 88 years old and was founded here in 

Tucson . We move people int o Tucson a ll the time and 

have f o r 88 years , and can assur e you t hat the 

presence of jets and planes at D-M and TIA have not 

s t opped that growth and number of p eople moving in t o 

our community . They seem to come here and spend 

billions of dollars at our hotels anyway . 

Clearl y , we have been f l y ing p l anes --
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jets at the fighter Wing at TIA for four decades now . 

This -- the 162nd does an excellent job . It now flies 

the F-16s , which are noisy airplanes . These will be a 

bit nois i er . 

It was explained to me , in response to 

Mr . Gomez ' s comments about how did the noise change , 

that the original noise levels were done with test 

pilots during the testing phase of the F- 35 . Now that 

that phase is over and the test pilots are more like 

the race car drivers , aren ' t doing that anymore , they 

used instructor pilot s which would be appropri ate for 

the training mission that ' s coming here , and did the 

noise tests with the instructor pilots doing the 

flying . It ' s all in the EIS , as far as the take-offs , 

the flight pattern levels and the approach levels . 

And as you ' ve pointed out , now it 

appears that it ' s a nine- decibel increase . Three 

decibels is an imperceptible increase to the human 

hear . Five decibels is barely perceptible . Ten 

decibels becomes a twice- as - Ioud event . So nine 

decibels is almost twice as loud . So it will be a 

noisier airplane . Ocotillo Elementary is just ou t side 

the traffic pattern of the F-16s and the F-35As when 

they come , so that ' s a perfectly logical place to do 

that . 
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1 I want to make sure that I state very 1 economy . And I believe -- we believe tha t by bringing JGF.:-J 
ronl'd 

2 clearly that t he remarks of Bri t ain O ' Brien on behalf 2 F-35 to Tucson wi ll do jus t tha t . And we ' ve heard 

3 of our governor are mine , so I wi ll not repeat those 3 that i t ' s going to send businesses away and they ' re 

as the instructions were g iven . Those are excel l ent complaining . We got over 1 , 400 members , and across 

5 remarks regarding t he socioeconomic impact of the 5 t hem, I ' ve no t heard anyt hing that would support t hat . 

6 1 62nd Fi ghter Wing on our community , which is 6 The second hat I ' m wearing , though , is 

7 significant and l arge , and i n a time when our economy 7 as a person who l ived i n t hat f light pattern . From 

8 needs to grow here in Tucson , in a community that ' s 8 1980 unti l 1990 , I lived off of Drexel and Campbell . 

9 based on the aerospace and de fe nse his t ory , and has a 9 I raised three daugh t ers . They all went to t he 

10 history since 1927 , when Davis-Monthan started as our 10 Sunnyside Schoo l Dis trict schools , Esperanza , Apollo 

11 municipal airfield in Tucson , of being the home for 11 and Sunnyside . I now have two grandchi ldren at San 

12 t he Air Force and for mili t ary aircraf t f o r our 12 Miguel in the f li gh t pa t t ern . 

13 national defense . I would strongly urge tha t this is 13 You know , when I first moved in to my 

14 a mission tha t ' s very appropria tely based here in t he 14 home , I noticed those planes . You know , it was before 

15 Tucson Ar izona . 15 the F-16 got there . But TIA f lew over the A-lOs , 

16 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , sir . 16 helicopters and it was annoying . But wi thin a few 

17 Mr . Bill Holmes . 1 7 weeks of being here , I didn ' t noti ce i t . And i n 1985 , 
3152 TU 

18 MR . HOLMES : Good evening . Fi rst , I ' d 18 the F-16 came . I noticed tha t one . That was a li ttle 

19 like to thank Colonel McGuire and our host from the 19 louder . But within a shor t time , I grew to b e 

20 162nd and the Air Force for a l lowing me to be here 20 desensi tiz ed to i t . I didn ' t hear it any longer . 

21 this evening and speak . I have come here this evening 21 But you know what I would do? Is every 

22 wearing two hats . 22 year , when they had t he Ai r Force apprec i ation days 

23 First , I am the chief operating officer 23 over at D-M , I went to them . I ' ve been going there 

24 of the Tucson Metro Chamber o f Commerce . Our mission , 24 for about 35 years . And the closer I could get to 

25 our purpose , is to build and to promot e a strong loca l 25 that runway , the closer I could get to those jets 
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1 taking off , and to have that sense of what our 

2 military is do i ng for us t hroughout the world , it gave 

3 me a great sense of pr ide . 

And I understand that there ' s more work 

5 t o be done on the £I8 . I appreciate t hat . 

6 understand that we have very , very talented and 

7 knowledgeable people wor king on t hat . I have grea t 

8 trust that they will come up with a comprehensive EIS 

9 t hat , once it is publ i shed and is accepted , t hat we 

10 wi ll welcome t he F-35 . Thank you . 

11 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , sir . 

12 Michae l Gr ass inger . 
3153 TU 

13 MR . GRASS INGER : Thank you . I am 

14 Michael Grassinger , and I am here tonight as a vice 

15 president of DM50 . The DM50 is an organiza t ion of 

16 business leaders in this community which supports the 

17 miss i on and economic v i abil i ty of Davis - Mo n t han Ai r 

18 Force base . But at the same time , we also support 

19 that same viability and mission of the 162nd . Again , 

20 I wouldn ' t repeat the governor ' s comments because t hey 

21 are exactly what we would have said tonight . 

22 I j ust would add a l i ttl e bi t, and that 

23 is that in comparison to another controversial issue , 

24 just as you can only loca te a copper mine where there 

25 is copper , you need t o l ocate a f l ying mi ssion where 

Pete rson Reporting , Video & Li tigation Services 

1 the facilities , the environment -- the environment and 

2 t he least-restricted airspace in the country is 

3 ava ilable , as we l l as other f acil i t i es such as t he 

Goldwater range . It is the logica l location for this 

5 aircraf t and for this mission . 

6 As I said , as part of the DM50 , we are 

7 also aware of the communi t y support for the military 

8 and we believe that there is strong support throughout 

9 the community for i t, and t hat i t is evidenced always 

10 when we have t he air show at Davis-Mont han where 

11 hundred of thousands of people show up to show their 

12 support, thei r i nte r est and their app r ec i ation f o r the 

13 mi li tary . Thank you . 

14 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , sir . 

15 Mr . Tim Ama l ong . 

16 MR . AMALONG : My name is Tim Amalong , 

17 and I ' ve got four dif f erent businesses out a t Tucson 

18 International . I ' ve been basically a native of 

19 Arizona in Tucson since I was born , 46 years . I ' m 

20 about a fi f th-genera ti on native . 

21 I strongly support the F-35A coming to 

22 Tuc son . I just wan t to help you guys unde r s t and . As 

23 far as working on the west ramp , I ' ve got two flight 

24 schools of smaller aircraf t . 

25 Ma ' am, you ' re r ea ll y distracti ng with 
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the nodding of the head . So I would appreciate if you 

j ust --

And a n yway , bac k t o my point. I ' m on 

the west ramp of Tucson International . I see these 

F-16s fly all the time , my staff does . Normally t hey 

take off on 1- 1 left and 1- 1 -- as far as typi cally 

1-1 left and unless the wind is really strong , on 2-1 . 

But that ' s when they use t he afterburners , when they 

need i t for the weight . Whe n they have t o do l ike 

emergency go-rounds , tha t ' s when t hey use t he 

afterburners . 

When they use 2 - 9 , which is basica l ly 

going back over towards the city , what I ' ve seen from 

being on the west ramp , the safety issues and 

everything else , is they ' ll hi t their afterburners or 

do wha t t hey can t o ge t t he speed up , ge t t he a l titude 

up and then I see them throttle back , 

And I hea r it , where I mean , it ' s not 

as loud to where people think it ' s going off on one -­

runway I-I , There ' s really literally no -- there ' s 

businesses ou t t here like 1n the remote areas , bu t 

t here ' s no homes out there , 

Coming on runway 2- 9, coming there and 

the way they do it , they basical ly are able to lower 

that noise from which my understanding , they ' re going 
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to do the sa.me thing \','':' til the r-35 . They don ' t ha.ve 

t. D go I'.'i -.h ~'ll 1 flle l , They ' ve gc:t. t.r-Ie t.hrll."l t. nf t. hF. 

eno:; i nes :-hat they ' re o:;oing tc power back where they 

d2lr, , t need to do even what they are doing , the n01se 

dec ibels that the F- USs are doi:1q . Bu-=: when they do 

that ",od they lOWEr t te (::ower back is when they ' re 

goi ng over L1e c i ty, is what 1 ' ve noticed is the 

decibels are a lot less . 

. l\nd ttey ' ve done a lot. ':'he Air Guard 

themselves have done a l ot tc hear Tucson , these 

dlffprF.n- grrlllps , and t.ry t.n acr:c:mmooa~p t.hA t. and Nork 

t 0s-ether as a community , ':'hey 're not agC'. ':" ns t ycu 

guys , v.'hether i t ' s the noise or anything else . I 

cOLldn ' t thL.k of a better place for t he r - 35A J:::e ino:; 

here . 

Lc:,ok row c l o."lp 'NF. are ~CJ t.he bord er , I 

\<l ,oL l d ra:-her t hem be r.ere It anyt hi:1g happened wi th 

the t~rrorism and c'l~rything e1.3e . I mean , this lS 

somethinq to where it ' s a l ot more than -j us t the 

nol~e . I L ' ~ hav i ng lLem ua~e<l :It::Ie . We ' ve gal Lhe 

alert over at Davis -Monthan r;::rotec ting LlS every day , 

They ' re ready to ta ke out anything f rom the south . 

So if you guyo ',mderstand -:he whole 

picture here '",hieh : hope yO'..l do -- I ' ve t alked to 

a lo t of you at some of the scoping meetings . And I 
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Page 59 

mean , I really respect your backgrounds and 

everything , but from what I ' ve -- the few people I ' ve 

t a l ked t o , most o f you peopl e live over by 

Davis-Monthan . 

This i s at Tucson In t ernational, us i ng 

1-1 left , getting out of there , and they ' re here for a 

purpose , the inter na tional par t ners and eve r yth i ng . 

It ' s just they ' re here for a purpose too . You ' d 

rather have the m on your side than no t . I appreciate 

t he time . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Mr . Amalong . 

Ms . Carol Mill e r . 
31 55TU 

MS . MILLER : My name is Carol Miller . 

I ' m wi t h the Pe aceful Skies Coalition , which i s an 

organizat i on t hat ' s monitor i ng a l ot of Air Force , EI S 

EAs . And I want to say that this is not about 

patr i o t ism, who i s , who isn ' t . We ' re a ll here because 

we love our country . We honor our constitution , which 

puts the mili t ary under civilian control in t he United 

S t ates . Tha t ' s wha t makes us dif f erent f rom any of 

the other countries in the world . 

And it ' s -- why we are do i ng th i s is 

because there is a federal law which the Air Force is 

required to uphold and follow , t he Na t ional 

Envi ronment Poli cy Act . I t ' s no t because someone is 
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Page 60 

an environmentalist or not an environmentalist , it is 

about upholding the law of the United States of 

America . 

Our coalition has asked that the -

Department Of De f ense do a nationa l baseli ne for al l 

of their future and current environmental impact 

s t atement s and envi r onment a l assessment s . I t ' s a 

mockery of the law and the process to say that you can 
m:·13 

isolate one small pro j ect , add up new stu f f t hat ' s 

comi ng in , and the Nat i onal Enviroment a l Policy Ac t 

requires that there be an accurate baseline . That 

wou l d be very essent ia l . _ 

One thing that ' s going on here with the -

F-35 is that t he defense department in 2011 d i d a 

rev i ew . People migh t not be aware there is a l ot of 

concern if this plane is ever going to be 

fl i ght - worthy , if i t ' s eve r going to be sa f e . 

The Department of Defense concurrent 

review , also called t he AHERN report , found a couple 

of things . This is t he defense depar t ment . Lack of 

confidence in the design stability ; supports serious 

r econsideration o f procur ement and production . One 

problem I think might be very important here in 

Arizona . The lightning protection sys t ems don ' t work , 

wi ll lead to canceling an estima t ed 25 to 50 percent 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Litiga t ion Servi ces 

SA·12 

-

l" 
l" 



 

 

F
in

a
l  

J
u

n
e
 2

0
1
2

 

 F
-3

5
A

 T
ra

in
in

g
 B

a
s

in
g

 E
n

v
iro

n
m

e
n

ta
l Im

p
a
c
t S

ta
te

m
e
n

t 

A
p

p
e
n

d
ix

 D
 –

 C
o

m
m

e
n

t R
e
s
p

o
n

s
e
 D

o
c
u

m
e
n

t –
 P

u
b

lic
 H

e
a
rin

g
 T

ra
n

s
c
rip

ts
 

D
.8
–
1

9
1

 

 

 

3156 TU Sandi Eghtesani 

 

 

1 of planned training events due to prox imi ty of 

2 thunderstorm activi t y . I t h i nk t hat is an issue here . 

3 Th e Governmental Accountability Off i ce 

testified to congress at the end of 2011 . And what 

5 t hey said is t hat t esting has been s low and has no t 

6 demonstrated tha t the aircraft wi ll work in its 

7 intended envi ronment. 

8 All of these unknowns tha t the federal 

9 government is i den t ifyi ng is why this EIS must be 

10 withdrawn . There must be p l anes , actua l planes 

11 passing the test that can have real data on sound , on 

12 safety and on a i r quali ty . We are tal ki ng abou t a l ot 

13 of computer mode l ing , and tha t is not what the l aw 

14 requires . And I urge the Ai r Force to pul l t h is d r aft 

15 Ers , wait un t i l t h e r e are enough p l anes to fly to get 

16 real data , and at that point ask the public to 

1 7 commen t . Thank you . 

18 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , ma ' am . 

19 Ms . Sandi Eghtesan i . 

20 MS . EGHTESANI : Goo d even ing . My n ame 

21 is Sandi Eghtesani , and I come here wearing number of 

22 hats . Fi rst and foremost , I love Tucson . Can you 

23 hear me? Okay . Thank you . 

2 4 Fi rst and for emost , I l ove Tucson . I 

25 vis i ted here f irs t in 197 0 . Th e r e were , someone said , 
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1 160 , 000 people at that time . When we moved back here 

2 after I got married , there were 250 , 000 people here . 

3 And I can ' t really r emember a day when they ' re weren ' t 

airpl anes flying overhead , to be honest with you . 

5 We ' ve lived -- I don ' t even know where 

6 the flight path is . But I ' m dead in the middle of 

7 town , at Swan and Broadway . That ' s where my business 

8 is . I raised my children in that area . personally 

9 the noise did not bother me . 

10 My o ther hat now , as an adult , is as an 

11 insurance agent . And the OSHA daily permissible noise 

12 is 90 decibels for a full eight hours , 100 decibels 

13 for two hours , and 15 minutes , 115 decibels . I just 

14 wanted to correct that , for the record . I ' m not a 

15 scientist . I ' m not t hat knowledgeable in t hose a r eas . 

16 But I know what OSHA limits are , and they ' r e very 

17 important for the safety of people and our citizens . 

18 I know that the military cares about 

19 us . And I will tell you when I had a chance to choose 

20 a place to live , I ran to Tucson . I ran to Tucson 

21 because we have more military protection here than any 

22 place in probably the whole Uni t ed Sta t es . If you 

23 ever lived any place , or you ' re aware of anybody that 

24 does not live in a free world , in a free society , it ' s 

25 a whole different thing . 
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Page 63 Page 64 

1 I look at my watch every day and I 1 John Palermo . 3157 TU 
-

2 thank t he military . They created this wonderful 2 MR . PALERMO : Good eveni ng . I ' m John 

3 watch . I don ' t have to wind it up anymore . And I 3 Pa l ermo , f oreman of the Air Nationa l Guard in Tucson . 

guess one last comment I would like to make is , I I want to tell you that the 162nd is ideal for the 

5 really appreciated what Tim Amalong said , because I 5 F- 35 . We ' ve got ins t ruc t or pi lots, the best i n the 
GE-J 

6 think he knows what he ' s talking about . He has worked 6 Air Force . Our level of maintenance is above 

7 around airplanes his enti r e life . 7 anything . We ' ve go t the airspace c l ose to t he range , 

8 I also appreciate what Britain O ' Brien 8 and this is the place to do it . None of us rea l ly 

9 said . She sounds li ke she is representi ng our 9 want to be in a f ight, bu t I lot of us better know 
-

10 government and the peopl e of our state . We have 10 how . Thank you . 

11 enough problems as it is . I see people -- I know 11 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Mr . Palermo . 

12 t housands of people , li te rall y t housands of people i n 12 Mr . Tom Robertson . 
3158 TU 

13 Arizona , and they come into my office and they ' re 13 MR . ROBERTSON : Good evening . My name 

14 crying because they lost t heir house . They lost t hei r 14 is Tom Robertson . I apprec i ate t he opportunity to 

15 job . They may not have transport at i on anymore . They 15 comment on the Air Force ' s decision to bring the F- 35 

16 can ' t afford their insurance . 16 to Tucson . The area in the EIS I intend to address is 

1 7 And I thin k that if we don ' t consider 1 7 t he commun i ty and infras tructur e . I personally 

18 bringing the F-35 to Tucson to rep l ace the F-16 , which 18 be l ieve the Air Force should base the F-35 in Tucson , 

19 I think is a wonderful , wonderful piece of equipment , 19 and I want the Air Force t o know tha t t he majority of 

20 that is protecting us day in and day out , then we ' l l 20 the peopl e Tucson want this to happen . 

21 be giving up a huge opportunity . We ' re at a turning GE·3 
21 First and foremost , we want to ensure 

22 poi nt . We ' re go i ng t o t ake the oppor t un i ty , or we ' re 22 t he conti nued success o f t he l 62nd Fight er Wing . The 

23 going to l eave it . So please join me and look at al l 23 economic reasons for doing this are compelling . 

24 of the facts before you ma ke up your mind . - 24 However , there are some o t her reasons b eyond simple 

25 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , ma ' am . 25 dollars and cents , why we want the l62nd Fighter Wing 
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to cont inue their mis sion with t he F-3S . 

First , i t ' s real ly about the people in 

t he 162nd Fighter Wing . Personne l employed by the Air 

National Guard are well trai ned, motivated , productive 

members o f t he Tucson communi t y . The Gua rd p r ov i des a 

great opportunity for our yo ung people to furt her 

t he ir education , and above a ll , helps develop 

leadership, a sk i l l t ha t ' s hard to fi nd, and no t 

taught to any great degree in our school systems . 

I speak from experience here. My 

daughter graduated from Sabi no High School a nd joined 

t he 162nd Fight e r Wing as a traditional guardsman . 

She graduated from the University of Arizona , l argely 

paid for t hrough t uition assistance and her GI bill 

from the Guard . Afte r graduation from the U of A, she 

was hired by Raytheon . She will t ell you t oday tha t 

her experience and t ra ining, a l l obt ained in the Air 

Na tiona l Guard , played a great part in he r hire a t 

Raytheon . We need to keep t hese yo ung people in 

Tucson . 

Second , t he 1 62nd Figh t er Wing , and by 

associat i on, the city o f Tucson , is truly t he face o f 

t he U. S . Air Force , and t hus the United States , to a 

large part of the world . The Wing trains pilots from 

countries allover the globe to fly t he F- 16 . These 
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one t he si:lme CUU ilt L i=~ t hdt i:lL-e gU.l. :lr,J -:: :J buy t he F-:':5 . 

The 31~ied pilots \>1:"0 -=r ,-; ~n here love 

Tucson . Why is t hat? Because the :?eopl e of '::'ucson 

arc friendly , cosmop:Jl .:.tan an d ·.mder.stand -:: he 

i~portEnce of deve l oai nq qood relat ionships at the 

inte r nc.ticna l leve l . '::'hi.::; is a good t hing and we nEed 

to continue it .l. ~ the f ut ure . 

Thi:::-d , we are blessed i n Arizona with 

an abur.dance cf the natura l resources needed to tr3.in 

our N3rricrs in t he .... i r Force , Army, Navy and Ma r ine 

CDrps . I ' m tAlktng "lho\lt. AlrspClcf> , grol1nd spar:p. ana 

g.:)od ;.;ea-=.her . A mi litary torce cn l y t ights as well as 

i t trains . As a nat ion , if we ' re going to eontinu~ to 

ask our chi ldren and crandchildren to f iq h-=. our wars 

[.:..n U~ , we (),,.t:; i L L() Lhem L() ,PL()vlde Lhe b esL LLd1lllilY 

env i r ::mn en t in thE \."or ~ d . La d i es d:1d gen tlemen , tha t 

env i r:::>r.ment is righ t outside tha t door i n Arizona . 

Let ' s do the s mart thing ~md t he r i-:;Jht th':'ng and bring 

t he F- 35 to Tucson . 

COLO~EL ROAN : Thank you , sir . 

Ms . Pa t Birnie . 

MS . BIRN IE : Thank you for the 

opportunity tc s'.)eak . I wan t to say r i gh t off at t te 

v2<;;l nll11lg LlidL I ' m oiJfJuseu Lc L;"it:; F-35 ue ':' uy uctsed 1 n 

Tucson or even ~l ight training bein9 carr:'ed on in 

P2ge 66 
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3160 TU Alex Moreno 

Page 67 

1 Tucson . I think it would diminish the quality of life ..J~~:: 
] NO·J6 

2 enormously if i t were here because of t he noise , and 

}" 
3 also because of the lack of safe t y f or an un t r i ed new 

technology . It ' s very risky to endanger our 

5 popu l a t ion . 

6 Tucson has a too high a density of ]GF.:-I 

}p-IJ 
7 popu l a t ion fo r fl ight traini ng t o be carr i ed out . The 

8 DEIS that had been conducted is insufficient and 

9 inadequate . It needs to go back to the drawing board . 

}," 
10 We also need f lyovers for the 

11 population to hear this proposed flight . We need to 

12 have that before any decisions are made as t o the 

13 basing . I have a real problem with the training -
14 possibly at the Tucson In t ernational Airpor t because 

15 of the commercia l flights t hat are already t here . 

16 There ' s -- if there is space at the air base there for 
CM-2 

17 24 , 48 or 72 of these F- 35s , it ' s ove r whe l ming . That 

18 means that there ' s going to be constant noise , not 

19 just sporadic noise . -

}-. 20 I ' m a l so concerned about the e ff ect on 

21 wild life that hasn ' t been mentioned tonight , but it ' s 

22 very dear to my hea r t. 

23 Many of the other comments I would like 

24 t o have made have already been made , so I will jus t 

25 say thank you . And again , I oppose the basing and lGE.4 
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flight patterns for the training of this F-35 to be JGE-' 
conl 'd 

here . Thank you . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , ma ' am . 

Alex Moreno . 

3160TU 
MR . MORENO : My name is Al ex Moreno , 

and what I want to say is I live right where the 

pa t te r n i s , and they come r i gh t over my house . When I 

built my house 50-some years ago , the planes that were 

fly i ng over were flying the other direct i on . Later 

t hey came and started fl ying in t h i s direction because 

they said they needed more room for the new planes 

t hat were coming in . 

Well, they did make a lot of noise , but -

none of them ever made the noise that t he F-16 makes . 

When those planes are fl ying over , I cannot be 

outside . I built a patio there that I spent a lot of 

money on , and I cannot use the pat i o when the p l anes 

are flying over . So what the Air Force has done , or 

t he National Guard , or whoever i t is , what t hey have 

done is , they have t aken my peace and qu i et away from 

me . 

When I am ins i de the house , i t ' s t he 

same thing . If I ' m watching television , I can ' t hear 

i t and t he pictures keep flipping over , and you can ' t 

have any peace . 
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They sa y t ha t when a plane is flying 

over , you are l istening to freedom . What I would l ike 

to tel l t hese people is , I would be very , very happy 

to trade my home for their home , and then i t would 

prove how patriotic they really are . And I know t hat 

t hey say t ha t if you ' re aga i ns t it , you ' re not 

patriotic . Tha t ' s the bigge st l ie I ever heard . And 

it is because pa t r io t ism has no thing to do with go ing 

agains t t his , because pa t riotism t ells u s t hat we have 

a righ t t o oppose some t hing t ha t is being done . That 

is rea l patriotism . And we j u s t go a long with what 

whatever anyone t e ll s you , t ha t is no t pa triotism. 

You ' re only followi ng the li ne that i s given t o you . 

And I he a r all the se people tha t say 

t he o nes t ha t I rea l ly , real ly agreed with are the 

ones tha t came in and t hen had some rea l data . The 

ones tha t were against i t had no data . Al l t hey did 

was wave a f l ag and t alk abou t patriotism, and a l l 

t his other kind of stuff . Tha t doesn ' t mean anything . 

All it i s , i s words . 

And the other people tha t I saw tha t 

are for i t , are the ones that are going to profit from 

it . All right . If you ' r e going to profi t from i t , 

I ' ll trade my house for yo ur house , and we ' ll move 

over . And let ' s see if yo u would like to live where I 
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live . We usee to have OUL" TV set a:ld we used se t it 

at 10, 11 , 12 on the , you knew, en the no~se thing . 

No\-," i t ' s ever 20 , be:::ause we ' re los ing our hear i ng . 

).Ie\.-! t t08C whc .say ti2..t it ' s okay , 

because i t ' s hap::>eninc to YOU , :-let to me . You kno·,.,.. 

wha t ? You s:lculd be ashamed 0: yourse lves . ':'hank 

YOL. . 

COLO:.IEL ROAN : Thank you , sir . 

Vi rg ir:-=--a Leavitt. 

M::; . LEA'llT':' : ':':,al1k you f o r t h i s 

opportlmity . Ny ni'lm~ ~ s v i rg.1. n L=.. LP.2Vit_t. , And I ' v~ 

been ir. -=.he Tucson area tor a li t t l e o"Jer 20 years . 

For t he l ast seve n , I ' ve been war ki :1g at t he Daubl:; 

Tree at Re id Park, I"hi ch is i n the fliqht pa t h cf 

D:J.'v l s-M()IlLili;Li dllLi Lhe =-52nd . 

Our JU?sts there do 00 -: m-'-nd the noise 

of the p l ane3 go ing Qver . They t h i :1 k it ' s a sound o f 

freed::>m . They e:1joy i t . ':'hey gc O:.lt and ::a ke 

pictures . T:-J.€y ' r€ 'T2ry excited t o see tha-=. . I ' ve 

never r.ad a ccmpl aint ~n al l these yea rs . We just 

loJar.t to make sure that t he b·-3 5 stays here . _ t ' s a 

be i ng economic impac t on our area =or a ll -=.he hctels 

i n t o ... n . And I t hank you very much , and t hank you f o r 

yOL.L ~e.L 'I lce . 

COLO~EL ROAN : Thank you , ma ' am. 
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Heather Smith . 

MS . SMITH : My name is Heather Smi t h . 

I was born and raised i n Tucson , and I ' m proud to be 

one of the 80 percent of Arizonans that are 

pro - mi li tary fac i li t ies . I ' ve been in the hospita l i ty 

industry for 20 years , and the impact that this 

t ra i ning would have on the Tucson economy is 

irreplaceable . 

The Air Na tional Guard is a t raining 

base , and its sa l e purpose is to train pi l ots . I ' m 

not only thinking of this from an economic impact , but 

I ' m also a proud mo t her of a senior airman s t at i oned 

at the 162nd . 

They ' ve been in Tucson since 1956 . 

They ' ve been sharing the same airspace as the Tucson 

International Airport . They haven ' t had any problems 

a t this point , and I don 't see t hem hav i ng any 

problems . 

I also don ' t think tha t the Air Force 

is going to be bringing any unsafe planes to the 

Tucson area . I really have a lot more faith in our 

mi li ta r y , i n t hat t hey ' re go i ng t o make sure that 

everything is okay and it ' s going to be safe before 

they bring it here . 

Davis-Mont han has been brought up a 
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lot . It ' s not really even the topic of conversation . 

But just so that you know about t he shopping , and t he 

parks , and everything e l se tha t , you know , we have to 

offer here in Tucson , Davis - Monthan is the third 

larges t employer of southern Arizona . So i t ' s because 

of them that we have all of these special and 

wonde r fu l f ea t ures t hat Tucson off ers . Than k you . 

Josserand . 

t h i s issue . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you . 

Guy Josse rand . 

MR . JOSS ERAND : He llo . My name is Guy 

I appreciate the opportunity to speak on 

I have a home i n t hat area . I actually 

rent it our right near the grade school that got 

closed . And t he current noise levels are really , 

rea ll y dea f ening , rea ll y unaccep t ab l e . My current 

tenant there has two small children in that area . I 

unders t and what this gen t leman is talking about . 

Those houses were built in the ' 50s . 

And when t hese planes come over , the 

current noise l evel , the conversation stops . You 

can ' t hear the TV , and then when the planes finally go 

away, you stop hea r ing the no i se , you hear car ala r ms 

allover the place . I t ' s rea l ly an issue . She lives 

there because her day care is r ight in that area too . 

Perhaps the Air Force would like to just buyout that 
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section of the city if they real ly -- if the economic 

impact is so important for the city . 

I ' m certai nl y in favor of a strong 

de f ense . I know t ha t a stron g defense is vital to 

peace i n t he world and everywhere . Personal defense 

is vita l to my peace of mind . But I also know tha t a 

strong defense a l so creates a l ot of profiteering , and 

I haven ' t hea rd that addressed too much today . 

As you see on my shirt , I ' m qui t e 

concerned about the corrupti on i n t he government, and 

i n our nation in ge n e r al . I think everybody -- I 

thi nk we ' re al l concerned with t hat corruption . And 

the truth is , to a great extent , we a l l profit from 

it . There is a great deal of this economic input , 

economic reasons for this plane coming here tha t is -­

has t o do with prof i t eering . The government -- a lot 

of people feel , well , 

wel l , le t me go back . 

t he governmen t is t oo big 

We al l remember what our President 

Eisenhower said as his final words to our nation , to 

be aware of the mi li t ary i ndustrial complex . I t ' s a 

juggernaut t hat is very dif f icul t to keep from be i ng 

consumed by i t . His f i rst draf t of t ha t speech , I ' m 

told , actual ly said the military industrial government 

complex . Now we are all individuals . We live our own 
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lives . Am.l 'tit= depend on t hat cumpl ex , and we dcn ' t 

1",3Ct to be consumed by it . Tha:1k you . 

COLO~EL ROAN : Thank you , sir . 

~athlccn W ~ ll iamson . 

M~ . tdI LLIAMSON : Hi, I ' m Kath ~ een 

Willi",msoll . I have l ived i n Tucson s~nce 1986 and in 

Ariz onE. since 1974 . I wan t to thank e7erybody f o r 

c:Jming out tonight ane ta ki ng part in ::his . :t ' 5 3. 

great soci ety t hat I",e ~ive i n . We e2.n speak to these 

thi ngs , whatever side you ' re on . I espec -'-a lly want to 

t.hank C<'lrc] MillRr fDr cnmi ng a ll \~<'ly fron N~w Mexico 

t ·:) speck. tonight, and: ha ve to concur wi th everything 

that she had to say . 

I have also ~erscnallv su f fered as a 

.: .. e~u l L ()[ Lhe s()L111d h;vels LiJaL d l rec.dy exi:;;L i ll 

Tucson as a result of the military flyovers . My b3Sic 

summary of t:'1is ',",euld b e t hat I don ' t want t o suf::er 

t.,.,o t::> four time3 more them what I ' ve already pu t up 

with since 1386 . 

I ' ve owned a home L'1 Armory Park ::Dr 

quite ~ while in the 1980s , and the flight ~atterns 

I",eren 't ":ohat bad the r e . They weren ' t ::hat cad 

a~tually in the 19805 . Out the~ I jQught a house i~ 

1991 ~luse Lv lht: un.ivect;.i Ly ""hi.d ! jJreuctLe s 

D3.vis-Montha:1 Ai r r orce case by a long sho:: -- and I 

Ppt ersnn RPpnrt.1nq , V1dpc. f.. T , 1t. 1 qa~.1on Senr1c:es 
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got my juris doctorate and my Ph . D. from this 

un i versity . 

While I was attendi ng c l asses , 

professors had to stop very frequently because you 

cou l dn ' t -- he couldn ' t be heard or she couldn ' t be 

heard in the classroom because of jets flying over . 

That was par t icu l a r ly when the F- 16s s t arted coming to 

town . 

I ' ve been under t he A-IO flight pa t h 

near the university for many years . I know we ' re 

talking about Davis-Monthan at this point ; however , I 

have personally experi enced wha t 90 dec i bels sounds 

like , what 95 decibels sounds like . I bought a sound 

decibel tester and went ou t side when t hese t hings were 

fly i ng over . And they were so frequen t tha t I know 

that I suffered ; you know , my nerves , my blood 

p r essur e and everyt hing r ea ll y s t arted to ta ke a t o ll 

over that 20-year period that I lived under that 

flight path , and I ' m not even in the sound contour . 

So when we ta lk about t he harm to 

people in the contour , I mean , we really need to take 

into account t hat t hese planes are f lying out s i de of 

the contours and that the sound of them are spreading , 

are fanning out significant ly out side of the contours . 

I had a law o f fice at home for many 
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years , and there were -- I ' m telling you , so 

frequen t ly , not j us t once in a while . On a daily 

bas i s , I had t o stop te l ephone conversat i ons so that I 

could , you know , wait , hear the person on the other 

end of t he phone or for t hem to hear me , because t he 

jets were just so loud over my house , whether it was 

A- lOs , or F- 16s f lying , o r Har r iers , o r wha t ever , a ll 

the stuff that comes in . 

Now , because of t hat situation there , 

moved over to the A Mountain area . Now I ' m finding 

out that I may be subjected to the TIA F-3SAs . I ' m 

already feeling the e ff ec t o f t he F- 1 6s , and I ' m in 

the contour . But they ' re loud , with the rumbling 

Page 76 

-

NO·8 

: 
I 

NO·1 

t aking off from j et fuel and so forth . _ 

So t here ' s a cumul ative e f fect tha t ' s 

happening . There ' s also -- there ' s no time to do this 

and I ' ll wri t e a longer le t ter . But I th i n k that t he 

-- I ' ve looked over the summary of the EIS and there 

are significant problems . I wan t to concur with a lot 

of wha t was said tonight about t hat as we l l . The 

sound modeling and computer modeling is a huge problem 

because we live i n a va l ley whe r e sound reverbera t es 

allover the place . 

Also , my neighbors sout h of t here are 

predominantly Spanish-spea ki ng , and they are not aware 
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1 of what ' s going on . They have not been adequately 

J
EJ-S 
ronI'd 2 advised that t hey have an o pportunity t o speak to t h is 

3 and to study it . Thank you . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you . I know we ' re 

5 approaching 8 : 00 . We ' ve got abou t nine spe akers t hat 

6 have indicated that they would like to make comments . 

7 I ' m jus t going to go ahead and make a command call , 

8 and go ahead and continue on so that everybody has a 

9 chance t o speak . I t shouldn ' t t ake that long . So t he 

10 next wil l be Sarah VanS l y ke . 
3165 TU 

11 MS . VanSLYKE : Hello . My name is Sarah 

12 Va n S l y ke . I ' m a na t ive Tucsonan, and I a m t he 

13 director of Desert Spring Chi l dren ' s Center and have 

14 been for 25 years . Deser t Sp ring is a nonprofit 

15 preschool tha t serves 70 children a day , ages two t o 

16 five years old . 

1 7 We hold t he honor o f be i ng accredi t ed 

18 by the Nationa l Association for the Education of Young 

19 Children . This is t he highes t accredi t at i on i n our 

20 nation . There ' s 2 , 000 cri t er ia with t his 

21 accreditation , and they focus on safety , health , 

22 envi ronment and b es t teaching p r act i ces . 

23 Over the last 25 years , preschool 

24 education has been my passion , and I have been blessed 

25 t o wor k wi th ded i ca t ed educators at my school and 
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throughout the community . As educators , we agree that 

t he constant da ily noise of j ets over our chi l dren i s 

harmf ul to the i r well being and development . Desert 

Spring is located in the vibrant university area . And 

with this l ocat i on we s e rve many parent s who are 

professors at the university and they have to stop 

t he i r classes when t h e je t s go over . 

Unfortunately , the schoo l is right 

under t h e flight pa tte rn , which is especially 

dif fi cult during the winter , when the Snowbird Program 

is in Tucson . There are already too many jets that go 

over the heads o f t he children on the p l ayg r ound . The 

noise is a l ready too much . They cover their ears , 

they c ry, they ' re disor ien t ed . It i s not good for 

these litt l e people t o be surrounded by this noise on 

a daily basis . And it starts about 1 : 30 in the 

afternoon and i t goes i n t o the even i ng . 

For children in pre-stress leve l s 

caused by loud noises , toxic environments and fee lings 

of f ea r , i t bathes t heir bra i ns in stress ho r mones . 

If the brain is exposed to too much of this chemical , 

i t s f uncti ons are r educed , slowed , or stopped 

altogether . From birth to seven , the human chi l d is 

growing 70 percent of her bra i n . High decibel 

flyovers are putting these developing bra ins at risk . 
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When a child ' s day of learning , 

exploring and rest is interrupted by extreme ly loud 

and dangerous no i se , her bra i n is nega ti vely a l te red . 

The DEIS is not a complete evaluation about the 

dec i bel l evels tha t ch i ldren will be exposed to in 

Tucson . Children of all ages will be exposed . My 

high schoo l daughte r wil l be exposed . Than k you . I 

guess my time is up. 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you . And I will 

apo l ogize on t his name , bu t i t ' s Jamie Schremmer . 

MS . SCHREMMER : Again , I ' m stiff from 

sitt i ng , but it ' s wel l worth it t o ge t up and tal k . 

I ' d l i ke to begin with the fact that , you know , when 

you say most people want t he F-35 , I say mos t peopl e 

do not want the F 35 . And someone said tonight that 

educators do not t each leadership , and that is wrong . 

I work in a school . I also would like to -- than k 

you . 
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f.J-2 
EJ·6 
ronfd 

3166 TU 

I ' d also like to say t o the person from 

Rita Ranch , if you look a t the fly map , there ' s a big 

sign on i t that says , Do not fly Rita Ranch . And the 

pi l ots say they don ' t. And so if you l i ve in Ri ta 

Ranch , you probably don ' t have much to complain about 

like the rest of us in cent ral Tucson . 

I say fl y simula t ors . Payoff the loo-s 
Peterson Reporting , Video & Litigation Services 
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1 national debt . I read on military . com that the F-35 

J
DO'5 
ronfd 

2 costs $30 , 000 an hour to fly . The cheap ones only 

3 pay -- cost $10 , 000 an hour to fly . That ' s a l ot of 

money . Tha t ' s millions and millions of dollars fl ying 

5 in and out of D-M alone . I was t o l d t hat our a i r 

6 skies are underutilized . We only get one plane every 

7 five minutes , and in reali t y , we really should have 

8 one p lane every 30 seconds . Think of that . Think of 

9 60 , 000 planes turning into 600 , 000 p l anes in our air 

10 every year . 

11 I would li ke to say also tha t in the 

12 EIS i t says , t he sound -- t he sound eva l uations are 

13 set at 2 , 000 feet elevation . But in Tucson , planes 

14 fly at 1 , 000 feet or less , and t here is no decibel 

15 leve l s for those elevations . Also , planes don ' t fly 

16 as one plane , they fly as many planes . They come in 

17 formation . And tha t a l so changes the sound . On 

18 military . com it says the F-35 has a nine mile sound 

19 wave , which is not addressed in any of the E IS . 

20 So I find t ha t right now , I live eight -

21 miles from base . I don ' t live in a flight path . Yet 

22 I have p l anes over me f rom the t ime I wake up to t he 

23 time I go to bed , and then they continue after . They NO·62 

24 do C formations . They do hairpin turns . They go 

25 north and sout h , and east and west , and every other 
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Page 81 Page 82 

1 direction . Yet , I don ' t live in the flight path . And J NO-62 
rollt 'd 

-
1 But with each new step , that Air Force 

2 i t ' s already shaking my windows and shaking my house , 2 promi se has been b r o ke n . And each time that happens , 

3 and caus ing cracking o f major structures in my 3 " grandfather " has a new meaning . Don ' t worry . Your 

neighborhood . There ' s already a problem . Thank you . property has been grandfathered . It ' s safe now _ We 

5 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , ma ' am . 5 won ' t t ake your home . The grandfathering has done 

6 Joe Watkins . 6 that . 
3167TU 

7 MR . WATKINS : Thank you f or t he 7 When the Opera t ion Snowbi rd -- or when 

8 opportunity to speak . My name is Joe Watkins . 1 ' m a 8 the 1985 Thunderbirds came , we were told not to worry 

9 well-trained member of the Tucson community , and I 9 because our property was grandfa t hered . We weren ' t 

10 want to ta l k about grandfa thers . When the Air Force 10 even bothered for the Operation Snowbird they 

11 came here many years ago , our great grandfathers lived 11 didn ' t even ask us if it was okay . We had to pressure 

12 in a place wi t h jus t propel l er planes , and t hey had a 12 t he ci t izens for over a decade . Now maybe we ' ll be CM-6 

13 peaceful life. 13 told that that will be okay , we ' l l be grandfathered . 

14 In 1978 , after t h e second single-engine 14 Now they ' re adding hel i copt ers , and next come the 

15 jet crashed near the University of Arizona -- and if 15 drones . 

16 it wasn ' t for the grace of God and a very capable 16 But the EIS only thinks about these 

1 7 pi l ot , hundreds of middle school ch i ldr en o r 1 7 t h i ngs one a t a time . It ' s time to think abou t these 

18 university students would have died . 18 things together . It ' s time to think about that our 

19 The Air Force assured our grandfathers 19 ears don ' t hear each of these things separately . They 

20 that Tucson was now a big city and only suitabl e for SA·20 20 accumulate . 

21 quiet double-engine jets . Let me repeat that . In 21 And next it ' s the F-35 corning to a 

22 1978 , a s i ngle - engine jet crashed . And if i t wasn ' t 22 civil ian a irport wi t h i t ' s 40 , 000 pounds of t hrus t a 

23 for the grace of God , hundreds of people would have 23 ha l f-mile away from people dropping off their husbands 

24 died . And the Air Force assured us that Tucson was a 24 and wives who are frequen t flyers , so maybe t heir jet 

-25 place for only quie t double-engine je ts . 25 is tal king off . But here you don ' t have to worry 
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Page 83 

1 because you ' re grandfather can ' t hear anymore and 

2 ne i ther can you . 

3 What concerns me the most about this 

EIS is the way it fragments the way that we face these 

5 t hings , the A- lO , t he C- 130 , the drones , the CI\1-6 
conl 'd 

6 Snowbirds . They all have an impact on our lives . But 

7 you have to t h i nk about t hese things t ogether . You 

8 have to think about the cumu l ative aspect of these 

9 things . 

10 Our grandfathers didn ' t comer here to 

11 say , yes , find a nice place inside a house . They ' ll 

12 make i t sound proof for you so you can a l ways b e 

13 inside . We came here to be outside . I ask you to 

14 thin k about the cumulative effect s of t his noise . 

15 Thank you . 

16 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you , Mr . Watkins . 

1 7 Je ff Ingram . 
3168 TU 

18 MR . INGRAM : My name is Jeff I ngram . 

19 I ' m a resident of Tucson . The alterna ti ves put 

20 forward in this dra f t do not ta ke account of 

21 operational options that could lower the negative 

22 securi t y , safety and envi ronmental impacts of mi li t ary 00-66 

23 training activity on the larger populous areas of 

24 metropol itan Ar izona . In particular , such training 

25 activity could be concentra ted even more heavi l y at 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Lit igat ion Services 

1 the Gila Bend airfield . It is ideally situated at the 

2 edge of the Go l dwa ter range , and the airspace p rovides 

3 much g r eater freedom in training activity than over 

populated areas . 

5 The n egat ive impacts of , f or i nstance , 

6 noise on people , are often cited . But the use of 

7 airspace over popula t e d area s a lso negat i vely impacts 

8 the military ' s discretion in flight operations . 

9 Gre ater use of Gi la Bend Field would increase tha t 

10 discretion . Investments in upgrad i ng mili tary 

11 facilities contemplated for training activity under 

12 t h i s documen t could be spent at Gil a Bend in order to 

13 bring it up to any needed standard . These investments 

14 would have a much longer useful l ife than at other 

15 sites , since they wou l d not be subject to the 

16 degradation of their usefulness arising from the 

1 7 popula t ion g rowth of metropolitan areas . 

18 Since the use of Gila Bend airfield is 

19 already planned under the DIES , an al te rnative 

20 intensifyi ng that fie l d ' s grea t er use is more o f a 

21 matter of incremental change over the next several 

22 years , with improvements a t the f i e ld be i ng phased i n 

23 as training activity increases _ An even more 

24 future - or ien ted extension of this al ternative would 

25 aim toward maintaining the administra t ive and 
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3169 TU Susan Pitt 

 

 

1 residential functions of Luke and Davis-Monthan wh i le 

2 s t eadi l y increasing t raining ac t ivity , and even bas ing 

3 and ma intenance at Gi l a Bend by providing transport to 

the airfield for train i ng associated personnel . 

5 I urge tha t the t raining ac t ivity 

6 considered in th is draft E I S for any base in Arizona 

7 be shif t ed to an upgraded Gil a Bend airf i eld . 

8 CO LONEL ROAN : Thank you , sir . 

9 Susan Pit t. 

10 MS . PITT : I want t o rei terate all the 

11 other comments that we re made . I ' ll just say righ t 

12 off the bat t hat I ' m opposed to t he F- 35 corning to TIA 

13 because I think i t wou ld be a dangerous plane to have 

14 in a me t ropolitan area , fly i ng right over the city . 

15 But I would say I ' m a l ife-long -- I 

16 was born i n Tucson . I ' ve l ived h e re all my life . My 

1 7 father was in what t hey used to ca ll t he Army Air 

18 Corps . And we ' ve always -- Davis-Monthan has b een 

19 here since I can -- ever since I can remember . Bu t we 

20 never had t he kinds of aircraft that were as dangerous 

21 fly i ng over the central city as we do now . And the 

22 F- 35 is certain l y a t the furthes t limi t. 

23 One thing that I ' d say a bout Tucson is 

24 that we ' re mu l tiface t ed . We have a wonderfu l 

25 university , as well as man y wonder f ul destinat ion 

Peterson Reporting , Video & Li tigation Services 
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00-66 
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3169 TU 

]

NO_ t 

SA- I 

Pa ge 86 

1 r esorts . We have a lot of fabulous weather . So we 

2 have a l ot of -- a variety of economic i nte res ts in 

3 Tucson that are important to protect . 

}O_7 

] EJ ·2 

And what wi ll happen when this F-3 5 

5 comes in , is -- it wi ll devasta t e the t ourism 

6 industry , and a lso i t will hurt the university 

7 ser i ous ly , even though they won ' t -- powers t hat be 

8 won ' t come out and say i t . But if I were having a 

9 young child come here to t he universi ty of -- my 

10 granddaughter is coming ne xt ye ar t o the u niversit y . 

11 I would hesitate to have them come h ere to school . I 

12 t h i nk i t would just, you know , not b e a smart thing . 

13 The war that we ' re having now , t he wars 

14 that we ' re fight ing now aren ' t t he kinds of wars t hat 

15 an F-35A p l ane can he l p with . What we are figh ting 

16 now are wars on terror ism , and we need in tell igent and 

1 7 educated p eople to try to f i gu r e out how to prevent 

18 those sorts of things . 

19 9/ 11 would no t have been i nhibited by 

20 an F-35A . I t would have been if we wou l d have had 

21 better intelligence , and we were a ble to , you know, 

22 protect ourselves more tha t way , wh i ch we ' r e go i ng to 

23 have to do in the fu t ure . So I just want to go on the 

24 record as sayi ng tha t I don ' t see any purpose in t h e 

25 F- 35 coming t o Tucson . I thi n k it would be a 
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1 disaster . J GE-4 
ronI'd 

2 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you . 

3 Caroline Cowan . 
3170TU 

MS . COWAN : I ' m Caroline Cowan . And 

5 just because it seems to be -- everybody says , " when 

6 they moved here . " We moved here in 1966 , and I lived 

7 on the west side of Tucson Inte rna t iona l Airport . And 

8 I can already hear the Guard ' s jet engines when they 

9 rev them up , and they do thei r afterburner t h i ng . I 

10 hear that now . They fly over my house going west and 

11 they fly over my house landing . We ' re on the 1LS 

12 beacon between Ryan Ai r f ield and Tucson I nte rnationa l . 

13 So we get it coming and going , and I am okay with 

14 that . 

15 I can a lso hear the train whistling . 

16 And the trains whistle all day and night , the planes 

1 7 don ' t . But I 'm okay with t he tra i ns wh i s tling too . 

18 Davis-Monthan -- I wanted to go over 

19 this , because people were saying that t hey couldn ' t 

20 figure out where to move and no t have the airplanes . 

21 I ' m not a Ph . D. , but you know , I like where I live . I 

22 also built my house from t he g round up, through my own 

23 house plans . I t ' s made of stucco . It is not 

24 cracking . I t ' s no t falling apar t . 

25 My horses don ' t even lift their heads , 
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the jets and the Border Patrol helicopters , you know , 

they go down t hat way too . They fly right over my 

house , go i ng righ t over the Tucson Mounta ins . If my 

horses are eating , those jets come over , the 

helicopt ers come over, and the ' r e f lying low . My 

horses don ' t even swish their tailor flip their ears . 

I ' m no t concerned that the animals are going t o have 

to scurry into their holes when the planes come over 

because they adapt and ge t used t o everything . 

I used to l i ve down by 25th Stree t , 

down by Randolf park . A had a house there for a 

number of ye ars . We were on a aircraf t l anding f light 

for Tucson International there also . We ' d see the 

plane -- you ' d look at the li ghts ou t of your windows , 

and those land ing lights would come right over our 

heads . 

Even t ually we moved from there . If you 

don ' t like where you ' re living , move . I f you -- the 

Air Force base was here during World War II, wh i ch was 

pretty much before everybody e x cept for my father , who 

}E-J is still here . So I say l et the planes fly . Bring 

t hem on . Thank you . 

COLONEL ROAN : Thank you . And our last 

spe aker of the evening is Mr . Bill Scogin . 

MR . SCOGIN : Thank you . 
3171 TU 

I haven ' t been 
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1 drinking . I have a medical condition , that ' s why I 1 of Arizona 0:1 Sa turday . There ''''ere c. lot of 

2 walk tha t way . Panel, thank you very much for the inc:onvenipnr:p.."l . 

3 opportunity to speak . I kind of signed up to speak I keep hearing a l ot ot comments maoe 

here a t t he very l as t minu te because I ' ve had an on th~ noise l iving by the univc~rsity . That ' s 

5 opportunity to listen t o everybody ta l k and voice 5 D3vis - Montha:1 . Wha t I understa:1c, this has t o do ·,..,ith 

6 the ir opinions . That ' s the freedom we have , is to 6 the 16:2nd . I ~ oirJed the 1 62nd . I wC.s a f if th-year 

7 come up here and voice an opinion . 7 ser: i or In 1 971 \';:1en I joined the Guard . = ret i red 

8 I ' ve been in Tucson 61 of my 62 and a 8 there in 2009 . I ' ve L.stened to the noise . 

9 half years . I am Hispanic . My f amily grew up here . 9 understand L"le i :"l.conveniences . 

10 So if I say anyt hing and you wonder wh ere t hat ' s 10 When you look at economi c impact ::rom 

11 coming f rom , I know . 1 1 a.ny mi.";.<;1.cn t.h<lt ' ." a.t. the GUArd , it ' ."; n:-Jt ju.<;t wha.t. 

12 I watched this p l ace grow . I used to t hE 162nd provides , Raytheon be:1E ti ts trOD t hat . I 

13 ride my bike to Davis -Monthan through the desert to 13 have a lot of friends that wcrk at ~c.y~heon . What 

14 watch airplanes take off before everybody built their 14 l .... oLld hapr;en if tha t p:"ace is clcsed down? 

15 house around there . B':lIubardier , they :::upport Bomtardier . We shared IJE-3 

16 Now , I unders t and t hings changed . When 1n fqU.pllen- . Wh<lt ha.ppFnerl -- wO·.lIe! '",ou1; ha.~pen if 

17 I used to ride to Davis-Monthan , Memorial overpass they :Jo t smaller"? There ' s a lot 0= dynam:' cs :. n here . 

18 wasn ' t there . 18 I t.:n d~rs ~and the con::erns . Eut I ' m looking forwa rd to 

19 You know , things do change . And I 19 t he F- 35A, or any kind of im~act to keep the missioL 

20 understand the inconveniences of noise . I lived down 20 d L L1u:! 162mi. -
21 by the Universi t y of Arizona , moved t here eight years 21 I f some-one- can ceme- up with an e-conomic 

22 ago . A choice , an edu cated choice I made . The trauma 22 method t hat is nDise - f ree , that will p r :::l"\; :'de us vntr_ 

23 helicopter , the ambulance on Campbe l l , the ambulance 23 h~ving the militury here , do whut i t doe8 for UG , I ' d 

24 on Grant a lmost every weekend , Sal Pointe High School 24 b2 glOid ::.c lis te:"l. . Bt.:t I do understand everybody ' s 

25 band and the football games on Friday , the University 25 opiniDr. , and I a?pre:::iate t hem vcicing it . Thank you . 
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1 COLONEL ROAN : Thank you . Well , I 

2 thank everyone for you r time and interest in the F-3SA 

3 EIS p r oposa l thi s evening . 

Tonight i s no t t he end of yo u r 

5 opportunity to participat e i n the e nvironmental r eview 

6 process . Written comment sheets are avai l ab l e at the 

7 registration tab l e . You can turn these sheets in 

8 tonight , or mail or fax them later . The mailing 

9 address i s printed on t he sheets t hemselves . The Ai r 

10 Force we l comes public comment s i n wr it ing during t he 

11 e nvironmental impact ana l ysis process . To rece i ve 

12 timely consideration for the final EIA , a l l comments 

13 must be submitted by March 14th , 20 1 2 . Thank you 

14 again , and good night . 

15 (Pub l ic Hearing and Oral Comme nds 

16 Concluded at 8 : 24 p . m. ) 
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1 STATE OF ARIZONA 

2 COUNTY OF PIMA ) 

3 

4 I, Ki moer l y W. Gauth i er, d o hereby cer t i f y 

5 t hat the f o rego ing Transcript of Proce edings c onstitu t e s a 

6 t rue and accurate trans cr i pt o f the proceedings held in t he 

7 f o rego ing matter, all d one to the b est o f my ski l l and 

8 abili ty . 

9 I N WITNESS WHE~EOF, I hav e here un to 

10 subscribed my nome thi s 7th duy o f Marc h, 7.0 12. 

11 

1 2 
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1 9 
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I 

ffilkPAt0, /U' /it/ld6I!~r' 
Ki mbe rl ey Gau thie r , RPR 
Certified Repo rter, Cert i f i cate No. 50567 
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