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United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:
David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof
HQ AETC/A7CPP
266 F Street West, Bldg. 901
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319
Fax: 210-652-5649
Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil
All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS dlslnbuhon Eailure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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"'*Please print — Additional space is provided on the back.***
Visit www.F-35ATrainingEIS.com for project information or to download a copy of the Draft EIS.

*Provide your mailing address to receive future notices about the F-35A Training Basing EIS. 9\ \6 = \_\-\(){\?&C\é PM \L,
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United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fomof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af. mil
All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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*"*Please print — Additional space is provided on the back.***
Visit www.F-35ATrainingEIS.com for project information or ti download a copy of the Draft EIS.
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United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Dratt EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil

All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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Visit www.F-35ATrainingEIS.com for project information or to download a copy of the Draft EIS.
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1289 LU
United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil

All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS istributiop. Failure to pryjde such mformatlon will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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***Please print — Additional space is provided on the back.*™*
Visit www.F-35ATrainingEIS.com for project information or to download a copy of the Draft EIS.
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TRIKE £

United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
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Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af mil

All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. Al
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS disfipution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list,
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***Please print — Additional space is provided on the back.™**
Visit www.F-35ATrainingEIS.com for project information or to download a copy of the Draft EIS.

*Provide your mailing address to receive future notices about the F-35A Training Basing EIS. _ZI \3 - \_\* (/\\%C \é PP{LL

1291 LU
United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
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Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil
All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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Visit www.F-35ATrainingEIS.com for project information or to download a copy of the Draft EIS.
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1292 LU

United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bidg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil

All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribytion. Failure to provide such igformation will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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***Please print — Additional space is provided on the back.***
Visit www.F-35ATrainingEIS.com for project information or to download a copy of the Draft EIS.

“Provide your mailing address to receive future notices about the F-35A Training Basing EIS. Q \ \3 = L\'\' Lh ¥’\ﬂ \é PQ/LX.

1293 LU
United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:
David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fomof
HQ AETC/A7CPP
266 F Street West, Bldg. 901
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319
Fax: 210-652-5649
Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil
All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS dislﬂWailure to provide ipformation will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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"Please print — Additional space is provided on the back.***
Visit www.F-35ATrainingEIS.com for project information or to download a copy of the Draft EIS.
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United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:
1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.

2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil

All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. Al
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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“**Please print — Additional space is provided on the back.***
Visit www.F-35ATrainingEIS.com for project information or to download a copy of the Draft EIS.

*Provide your mailing address to receive future notices about the F-35A Training Basing EIS. D | \3 & L\*LM( \A QWYLK“

1295 LU

United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil

All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, o ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used fo compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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***Please print — Additional space is provided on the back.***
Visit www.F-35ATrainingEIS.com for project information or to download a copy of the Draft EIS.

*Provide your mailing address to receive future notices about the F-35A Training Basing EIS. <) I ‘3 - L\’\’(/h ‘Z\e \ d« M
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1296 LU
United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.

2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil
All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information wil result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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***Please print — Additional space is provided on the back.***
Visit www.F-35ATrainingEIS.com for project information or to download a copy of the Draft EIS.

*Provide your mailing address to receive future notices about the F-35A Training Basing EIS. Q\ \3 ) L\‘\(Jﬂ‘t\( \ é M
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United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.

2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof
HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af. mil

All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. Al
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing st for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS., If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bidg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil

All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:
David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof
HQ AETC/A7CPP
266 F Street West, Bldg. 901
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319
Fax: 210-652-5649
Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil
All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to rovide syet information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fomof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil

All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS,digtribution. Failure to peguide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 781504319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us..af. mil

All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
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Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:
David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fomof
HQ AETC/A7CPP
266 F Street West, Bldg. 901
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319
Fax: 210-652-5649
Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil
All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:

David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof

HQ AETC/A7CPP

266 F Street West, Bldg. 901

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319

Fax: 210-652-5649

Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af.mil

All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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United States Air Force

Public Hearing Comment Form
F-35A Training Basing
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Please use this sheet to provide your comments on the Draft EIS. If your comment refers to a specific page or section of
the EIS, please identify that location. You may submit your comments in any of the following ways:

1) Tum in this form at the comment table before you leave tonight.
2) Provide oral comments to the court reporter during the open house session or public hearing.
2) Mail, fax or email comments to:
David Martin, Air Force Contractor, and Kim Fornof
HQ AETC/A7CPP
266 F Street West, Bidg. 901
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4319
Fax: 210-652-5649
Email: aetc.a7cp.inbox@us.af. mil
All comments on the Draft EIS must be postmarked or received by March 14, 2012, to ensure they become
part of the official record. All comments will be addressed in the Final EIS.

Public comments are requested pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All
written comments received during the comment period will be considered during Final EIS preparation. Your provision of private
address information with your comment is voluntary. Your private address information will not be released in the Final EIS or for
any other purpose, unless required by law. However, your private address information will be used to compile the mailing list for
the Final EIS distribution. Failure to provide such information will result in your name not being included on the distribution list.
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huge, 40,000 pound thrust engine and a stealthy airframe. We fly this plane at extremes of altitude and speed not
considered in 1970. Making a sound impact study, scientifically, in the 1970s was cutting edge technology and
involved many compromises. The computers weren't fast enough and the science not understood, indeed the
sonic boom mathematics was not solved until 30 years later. A lot of Environmental Impact analysis had to rely

on empirical information. There was no way to model or analyze the actual environment. Unfortunately, this Draft
EIS still follows the 30 year old methodology, and it leaves out important data. While aircraft are faster and nosier
the Draft EIS remains solidly in the last century. Today we see the legacy of the pre-computer age in many parts
of the F-35 Draft EIS. The analysis and data are so poor that informed consideration of the alternatives is just not
possible. It is arbitrary and capricious of the USAF to use it when they have better information. The data and
analysis presented does not represent the actual environment in the SUA and MTRs. Costs for new methods are
the same as the 1980's methods, results are better. Why not use them? ]

NO-26

Aircraft included for analysis in the DEIS include F-16C, F-22, F-35A (“Other Military” mentioned). Of these the |
F-35A stands out as the newest and the least tested. Here is a list (along with a couple of comparison aircraft):

F-15 First flight 27 July 1972 Thrust w/ AB 25,000 Ibf ea (comparison to aircraft sited in Draft EIS)

Tornado GR4 First flight 14 Aug 1974 Thrust w/ AB 17,270 Ibf ea (comparison to aircraft sited in Draft EIS)

F-16 First flight 2 Feb 1974 Thrust w/ AB 28,600 Ibf

F-22 First flight 7 Sep 1997 Thrust w/ AB 35,000+ ea NO-1
F-35 First flight 15 Dec 2006 Thrust w/ AB 43,000 (the most powerful fighter engine in the world)

Note the “First flight” of the airframe dates and note the thrust. While aircraft have had engine upgrades over the
years the F-35A is still the most powerful single engine aircraft in the world. It is easily also the nosiest.

The F-35A has a single, large, engine with very high thrust. It uses an airframe optimized for stealth, not
aerodynamics making it still noisier in flight. Noise is a problem with its design and considerable debate
surrounds the F-35A and its noise profile, including several law suits. The Valparaiso, Florida law suit over
misinformation / missing information about its noise levels (settled but not complied with) is one. Kathleen
Ferguson, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Air Force for installations, said in a written statement in 2008 concerning
the F-35 noise:

“We are diligently exploring methods to mitigate the impact.”

The Air Force has issued several sets of noise numbers. One preliminary environmental study showed an F-35's
single engine would generate more noise than the two engines of an F-15 (which is noisy). An Environmental
Assessment released by the Air Force on Oct. 10, 2011 found that:

“At military takeoff power, noise from the F-35 is about 9 decibels higher — or twice as loud — than an
F-15C at military takeoff power,”. and

The F-35 is even louder coming in for a landing (USAF). NO-30
“During approach, noise from the F-35 is about 19 decibels higher than noise from an F-15C,” the report
said. “This corresponds to the F-35 being about four times as loud as the F-15C” when it lands. Note
that the F-15 is noisier than the F-16 used at Holloman.

More USAF studies in 2008 show the F-35 to produce 148 dB in the near field (50'), The Military Training Routes
(MTR) airspace in this Draft EIS have a floor of 100" AGL (with the F-35 claimed to use a 500" AGL). This same
2008 USAF study shows an average, filtered sound level of 121 dBA at 1,000 AGL with an airspeed of only 160
kts . Yet another number for sound comes from this Draft EIS, Page HO-46 purports to show estimated noise for
the F-35 at 1,000' AGL and 475 kts to be 120 dB SELr (Table HO 3.2-5). Note that SELr is supposed to be a
number adjusted upward to account for rapid increases in sound, yet it is lower than the 2008 base (Why?). Note
that the adjustment amount is not listed nor the rate factor. Which of the many numbers is correct? What are the
measurement conditions? Are the numbers actual or guessed/modeled? Have the numbers been changed
arbitrarily to placate the public (or maybe to satisfy Ms. Ferguson, see her quote above)? | believe that the Draft
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EIS noise “numbers” are massaged estimates, changed to fit USAF needs. Why not use real numbers and shMﬁgrgﬂ

the reader? Note that numerous studies show that permanent hearing damage occurs, immediately, at 140 dB

(USAF). Recent studies in the MTR airspace regime show hearing loss at only 115 dB for young children NO-6
(German Study 1999, “Exposure and Effect Indicators of Environmental Noise”,
dfid.del loads/lsingPaper.pdf). Structural damage starts at 130 dB (unfiltered) (USAF). The threshold _|NO-12

of pain is between 120 and 130 dB (numerous studies). The F-35 exceeds most of these measures in the
environment below the MTRs (whichever USAF number you choose to believe). NO-6
Australian, Norwegian, Dutch (and others) officials are facing problems from basing F-35 due to public noise
concerns, including law suits. The Germans no longer allow flight below 1,000 AGL in Germany due to hearing
loss and annoyance considerations (which is why Holloman hosts the German Air Force so they may fly over
rural Otero County, NM).

The F-35A is so noisy, and it's close air support mission often flown so close to the ground, that it deserves to be
handled with exceptional care with respect to MTR environmental impact. Data and analysis methods should be
verified to correctly model this new aircraft yet they have not been. If the methods do not match real world results
then a reasoned choice among alternatives cannot be made and the DEIS is a farce.

Some modern analysis tools have been applied to the DEIS (for example BooMap). Yet the available information |
and the assumptions used were not presented to us in the DEIS (Why not?). The information that affects
comparison of alternatives, such as peak noise (Lmax, SEL or SELr) at 500' (for the land below the MTRs) for
example is not available to us. Many noise levels are being presented in dBA, a measurement of sound level that
has been adjusted mathematically by using a “filter" equation and often used in annoyance measurement. Using
dBA tends to de-value the low frequency sound levels that can damage structures (including Historical
structures). The F-35's large engine produces more low frequency sound than say the smaller F-16 engine. Low
frequency sound carries farther distances and affects structures more (USAF). Showing all the data would allow
us to make comparisons between the alternatives but this DEIS fails to show us this data. We cannot compare
alternatives.

NO-4

The Draft EIS seems fixed on the 1970s measurement of annoyance using filtered metrics. Annoyance is one ~ |
measure of the environment. DNL is a valid metric. But it is not the only measure and may not even be the most
important measurement of environmental impact for this high performance aircraft. Why not provide all the

information including other metrics such as the unfiltered levels? The maximum levels? The cost is miniscule, the
environmental consequences are great. The information is useful. Without information how can anyone make an
informed choice among the alternatives?

NO-24

The Draft EIS fails to provide information about low frequency noise and makes incorrect, disingenuous
assumptions based on no information, for example on page 3-9 of the Draft EIS the USAF states (I have added
emphasis):

“Sound levels at damaging frequencies (e.g., 30 hertz for window breakage or 15 to 25 hertz for whole-
house response) produced by most military aircraft are rarely above 130 dB.”.

“Most military aircraft” are not the untested F-35. The USAF has no data. The assumption is false. Including this
statement in the DEIS amounts to a lie. The statement should be removed. USAF tests (see below) show

significant low frequency noise with F-35 operations. NO-31
The reader should keep in mind that:

“subsonic aircraft noise lasting more than 1 second above a sound level of 130 dB is potentially
damaging to structural components (CHABA 1977 and DEIS)".

Please note the low frequencies mentioned in the quote above, plus also note the filtering used in the Draft EIS
for metrics such as dBA, which filters out these frequencies. Note the caveat “produced by most military aircraft
are rarely above 130 dB.”. The Draft EIS provides no data to show the F-35 noise levels at the “30 hertz for
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window breakage or 15 to 25 hertz for whole-house response” frequencies. The statement above is without
basis. There is evidence (see the following) showing that there is in fact significant low frequency noise from the
F-35. The quoted USAF statement above, is generic and not true, and leaves the reader with a false impression
about the environmental consequences to structures from F-35 operations. Why was this statement included? A
more accurate statement would be that the F-35 produces significant noise in the low frequency spectrum and
may damage structures. This is the opposite of what was said in the Draft EIS. 1
We need data on F-35 noise. The data must be for the F-35 aircraft and operation parameters proposed in this |
EIS, not mystery data derived from a statistical program or a USAF dream. Where is the actual peak
filtered/unfiltered noise data for the F-35?

Page HO-41 then states (| have added emphasis):

“F-35A noise levels are not expected to exceed 130 dB at any off-installation location. Therefore, noise
associated with subsonic F-35A aircraft operations is not expected to result in any damage to
structures.”

Again the conclusion is reached without facts, just pulled out of the air. In fact the statement is untrue. If you
look at other USAF noise data such as Table 7-10 (from a previous USAF F-35 EIS and shown below) a
different picture emerges. This table shows a noise level of 133 to 129 dBA (with low frequencies filtered
out) for the F-35 in MTR (300' - 500' AGL, 500 kts) conditions. The USAF quoted statement above is
misleading and should be removed from the Draft EIS. Noise levels will most certainly exceed 130 dB
unfiltered, perhaps 136 dB (unfiltered). Depending on atmospheric conditions it may exceed this 130 dB
number significantly. 1
The only indication of maximum noise in the DEIS is shown on page HO-46. It purports to show estimated noise |
for the F-35 at 1,000 AGL and 475 kts to be 120 dB SELr. This 1,000' AGL altitude fails to address MTRs with
their 100" (500") AGL floors. The SELr metric used is a derived number with no basis given. Peak noise metrics
such as Lmax are not divulged. Airspace rules in MTR allow flight to 100' AGL (not 1,000' AGL given on HO-46)
and FARs allow flight within 500' of a person or structure. Further, the MTR rules allow flight speeds just below
the sound barrier (650 kts) not the 475 kts shown. Again no actual noise numbers are presented for the F-35 in
this MTR regimen. As the Draft EIS states SELr is a mathematically derived (averaged, with a limited frequency
range) number. It will not properly model the sound spectrum of the ultra large engine of the F-35 (for either
structural damage issues nor for human factors issues). It does not address the very rapid increase in sound __|
level (greater than 80 dB/s, (USAF)) for the MTR airspace. Further, no information is provided about assumptions
made by the USAF in deriving this number.

The USAF has access to current study information for the MTR noise environment from Germany. The USAF has
used this data in past reports. This information and data is for modern aircraft flown at the 100" to 500' levels
planned for the F-35 in the MTRs. It is specific to the critical MTR environment that we are concerned with. The
authors of the study are recognized researchers. They are quoted and their studies used by the USAF, USMC
and the US Navy. Why has the USAF failed to use this up to date information in the DEIS? This is arbitrary and
capricious of the USAF. According to the USAF it is the only study targeted specifically at the MTR environment.
Yet they fail to use it, Why? From USAF Report dated 1989:

“The Ising ad Michalak study is the only research to date which specifically addresses low
altitude, high speed flight aircraft noise.” USAF

(FEASIBILITY OF EPIDEMIOLOGIC RESEARCH ON NONAUDITORY HEALTH EFFECTS OF
RESIDENTIAL AIRCRAFT NOISE EXPOSURE, Noise and Sonic Boom Impact Technology, Human
Systems Division, Air Force Systems Command, Brooks Air Force Base, TX 78235-500,

www.dtic. mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a219862.pdf)

By not providing information and using misleading data the USAF is arbitrary and capricious, in violation of
NEPA. Here is a snippet from a study by Ising and his team of researchers that was left out of this DEIS. A study
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that indicates the gross impact to the land below the MTR (MTR is known as a MLAF in Germany) and to the
impact of the proposed environment on children:

“In another study of 115 test subjects between 18 and 50 years old, temporary threshold shifts were
measured after laboratory exposure to military low-altitude flight (MLAF)(MTR) noise (Ising, et al. 1999).

According to the authors, the results indicate that repeated exposure to MLAF noise with Lmax greater
than 114 dB, especially if the noise level increases rapidly, may have the potential to cause noise
induced hearing loss in humans.” - Wyle 2008

Note the rapid noise increase mentioned. Under the rural MTRs in this DEIS increase rates of 100 dB/s are likely
(using USAF numbers).

The 1999 Study cited above states (www.dfld.de/Downloads/IsingPaper.pdf)(| have added emphasis):

“3.8 Inner ear damage

Noise can cause inner ear damage either by acute overioad or by chronic high exposure, which leads
to metabolic exhaustion. Examples for the first mechanism is impulsive noise of toy pistols, fire crackers
etc. and military low altitude flight (MLAF) (MTR) noise. MLAF (MTR) noise is a danger for the inner ear
if Lmax exceeds 115 dB(A) and/or the level increase exceeds 60 dB/s. In Germany, the percentage of
inner ear pain in 12-17 year olds caused by MLAF noise in area with 150 m and 75 m military flights
were 0.7% and 1.1% respectively. Children with inner ear pain after MLAF (MTR) noise had
significantly elevated hearing thresholds as compared with controls (Ising et Rebentisch, 1993). The
percentage of convulsions in babies after extreme MLAF noise exposure reported by parents from 75 m
areas was found to be 0.17%. Six years later these children were found to have permanent
hearing threshold shifts at high frequencies” (“Exposure and Effect Indicators of Environmental

Noise”, www.dfld.de/Downloads/IsingPaper.pdf )

Please take note of the permanent hearing damage found in young children with an Lmax of only 115 dBA.
Note convulsions in babies. Note the rate of increase need only be 60 dB/s. Note that the lowest bogus
USAF numbers provided in this DEIS show 120+ dBA. The areas below the MTRs have major
environmental impacts from the alternatives yet the USAF has ignored the impact to this environment. No
data is presented in the Draft EIS to compare alternatives concerning MTR maximum noise levels. Why?

The MTR noise Impacts are knowingly grossly understated by the USAF in the Draft EIS.

Why not show us all the actual noise numbers, including unfiltered maximums? Why not show us numbers at the]
MTRs floor and at the max speed (100' AGL and 500' AGL and 650 kts)? Our houses are at this 500" spot. Our
families ride horses under these MTRs with their 100' AGL floors and almost Mach 1 speed limits. The old
measure of average, filtered noise as calculated by the USAF for the past 30 years “may” show less that 65 dB,
over a year, averaged but what is the peak, instantaneous noise for me riding my horse under the MTR when a
pair of F-35 fly over me at 500' and 600 kts? Annoyance is only one metric. Where are the measures for
structural damage and for immediate hearing loss, for peak noise? We are overflown while riding, working and
walking under the MTRs. We are overflown at the 100' AGL number and air speeds are in the higher levels.
Where is this data? How can we compare the various alternatives without data? Without data it is just guesswork

by the USAF when selecting alternatives; A sham.

This EIS is disingenuous guesswork of the worst, most irresponsible kind.

Other recent US Military studies show more flawed USAF methodology. The 2009 US Navy report (Naval
Research Advisory Committee Report on Jet Engine Noise Reduction) is concerned with jet noise (Their F-35 is
a different version, but the Navy criticisms are methodology based. Aircraft type is not a factor) states it well:

“Current mathematical models do not accurately predict noise levels.”
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Effectively this process eliminates low-income and many minorities from the claim process. The USAF knows this
(data is available to them since the 1970s) and uses the process to limit their costs. | ask that the USAF produce
information showing that the claims process is more than a sham. The data for each of the DEIS alternatives
might show the system is working and provide a comparison between the alternatives. Until the USAF process is
shown by performance numbers to be more than just empty words it should be removed from consideration in
the alternatives. Without information or data it is not a valid part of the Draft EIS. By including it a false picture is
portrayed of the environmental impact of the various alternatives, especially for those unable to utilize the courts.
The USAF operates the claims process in secret, no public oversight, and with no watch dog (except the USAF
itself) to insure fairess. With the data and analysis of claims history we could see the environmental and cost
impacts in each alternative. This could be a significant factor in alternative comparisons. The costs for claims
could be significant and should be compared. 1
In talking about the claims process, in response to my comments, please don't use the standard USAF answer
from other EISs:

“Each claim will be considered fully and fair settlements made where there is reason to believe that the
Air Force caused or contributed to the loss or damage.”

That answer is not responsive to the question asked.

The safety risk analysis in the EIS is not based on facts. The F-35 is a brand new aircraft, incorporating new
technologies, with no historical safety data records. It should be noted that this aircraft is currently undergoing
operational readiness testing and evaluation. Major issues have been found in its engines, software systems,
landing gear, etc., which have caused an unexpected three year delay in operational readiness and production.
The Draft EIS simply guesses/assumes that operational readiness will be achieved, and makes the statement
that history shows that mishap rates of all types of aircraft will decrease the longer the aircraft is operational, as
flight crews and maintenance personnel learn more about the aircraft's capabilities and limitations. It then
somehow concludes:

“there would be no anticipated increase in safety risks associated with aircraft mishaps.”

How is this conclusion reached? |
The Draft EIS has many pages devoted to the impact of noise on schools. All of this information is for the urban
areas. The State of New Mexico recognizes that parents may teach their children at home. Below the SUA and
especially the MTR there are legitimate home schools, churches, church camps (with schools), riding schools,
etc.. The data for these school locations is available. In the Daft EIS | see no data or analysis for the alternatives
for these schools/children. Are they excluded from the Draft EIS? If the environmental impacts to some schools
are excluded while other schools are included what is the criteria for the exclusion decision. Does the exclusion
of a significant portion of rural children's schools fall along income or racial lines or perhaps religious lines? Why
are church schools under the MTRs not shown? In scoping we ask for information about this, so alternatives
could be compared. Where is the data? How does each alternative compare with respect to the rural
home/church schools?

From my scoping letter for the DEIS:

‘Noise as low as 40 dba impacts learning in children. The JSF will exceed this limit (many times over)
during normal operations (but especially at the low altitudes in SUA and MTRs). In the Southem
Sacramento Mountains many children are home schooled. Many do not have air conditioning and the
windows are open. There are also many low-income families. The Federal Interagency for Aviation
Noise (FICAN) has conducted studies that correlate high noise levels from aircraft to disruptions of
learning (FICAN, 2000). Given that children have physiological and behavioral characteristics that make
them more vulnerable than adults to negative effects of noise, special consideration has to be given to
analysis of noise over schools, churches, camps and over families that home school their children. The
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USAF has admitted that special risks to children are anticipated in the form of increased difficulty in
learning at schools impacted by F-35 operations. The noise levels have the potential to interrupt speech
and hinder the leaming process in classrooms. For any schools, home schools or daycares under the
MTRs or the MOAs, the potential for disruptions in learning due to the aircraft noise would result in
special risks to children. The elevated noise levels will create many other risk factors for children.”

The USAF presents no data for these issues (number of daycares, number of home schools, number of school
camps, churches, etc. and the impact each will experience from F-35 operations). Why not? What are the
differences in the DEIS Alternatives? The SUA and MTRs have more land area than the Holloman AFB yet they
have no data. Why?

The NEPA process provides for special evaluation of health risks to children. The Draft EIS fails to address the
effects of peak noise below the SUA and MTR on children (per the NEPA process). HO 3.12.2.2 Airspace
Environmental Consequences for example does not address the peak noise metric, nor the rate of level increase
(dBf/s) that have shown in studies to affect children disproportionately. This lack of data or analysis is difficult to
understand. The USAF in the Draft EIS admits that the F-35 will exceed the threshold for affecting children (and
that minorities will be disproportionately affected (under IR-134/1 95)) but they fail to give us an analysis. Where is
the data and comparison for the alternatives? How does Holloman compare against the others? How many
children under each alternative will be injured? Feel ear pain? |
Recall that this F-35 aircraft is uniquely noisy at the altitudes flown in the MTRs, and that much of this noise is in
the low frequency range, the range that affects structures, the range not reported on in the DEIS.

The analysis of vibration caused degradation of astronomical observatory operations (from flight operations as

well as sonic and focused sonic booms) including physical damage to present observatories has been left out of
the Draft EIS. This despite evidence of low frequency noise and sound levels of 130dB from F-35 operations and |
despite requests for data and analysis in the scoping process. The economic analysis does not include the loss— |
to the community from future observatory basing in Otero County from loss in environmental quality from USAF
operations. Why have these areas been left out of the alternatives comparison? 1
The same lack of analysis exists for Historic Structures such as the Blue Water Lookout which underlay MTRs ~_ |

and experience over 130 dB (no filtering). The USAF states that there may be impact to structures, Page 3-9 of
the DEIS:

“While certain frequencies may be of more concern than other frequencies, conservatively, only
subsonic aircraft noise lasting more than 1 second above a sound level of 130 dB is potentially
damaging to structural components (CHABA 1977).

And Table 7-10 in my comments above shows a filtered noise (where low frequency noise is understated by
perhaps 10+ dB) level for the F-35 of 133 dBA SEL at 300' AGL and 129 dBA SEL at 500' AGL. Unfiltered
noise will be significantly higher, perhaps 139 dB to 135 dB. Yet on page 3-24 of the DEIS the USAF states:

“Given the altitude and speed restrictions on flight training in MTRs and MOASs, historic buildings and
structures beneath them also are not likely to be adversely affected. “

Again the Draft EIS understates the environmental impact. Again the statements in the DEIS are incorrect. In fact
the structures (such as the historic Bluewater Lookout Complex, listed on aeronautical charts and used as a VFR
checkpoint, located under IR-192/194, and on the top of a ridge therefore likely to be overflow at low altitude by
aircraft) will be subjected to damaging low frequency noise at or over 130 dB (unfiltered). Why lie about it? What
are the the actual unfiltered numbers for the ground areas around below the MTRs? Where are the data and
analysis? We need to see how each alternative compares.

Page B-32 of the Draft EIS states: —

“Three out of 43 cattle previously exposed to low-altitude flights showed a startle response to an F/A-18
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aircraft flying overhead at 500 feet above ground level at 400 knots by running less than 10 meters.
They resumed normal activity within one minute (Air Force 1994).”

The above quote is one of many summarizing impacts to livestock (cattle in this case). Every one of the studies
cited (some are 40 years old!) use low noise levels to assess impacts. This is the worst kind of science,
projecting results from a low sound environment to a high one. That is incorrect. The F-35A has a single, large,
engine with very high thrust. It uses an airframe optimized for stealth, not aerodynamics making it still noisier in
flight. USAF Table 7-10 shown above, summarizes noise levels for both the F-35 and the cited F/A-18:

F-35 at
F/A-18 at

500" AGL and 500 kts 129 dBA SEL 1“-,5d
500" AGL and 500 kts 114 dBA SEL cont

The F-35 is more than three times as loud (15 dB) as the study aircraft. The F-35, unlike the cited study aircraft,
reaches the threshold of pain in humans and may exceed the levels for immediate hearing damage. The other
studies cited by the DEIS and purporting to show little or no impact to livestock are just as flawed (worse) as they
use low noise levels not comparable to the F-35. The USAF is comparing apples to oranges. The studies do not
reflect the extreme noise generated by this new aircraft. The F-35 is two to four TIMES noisier than the aircraft
that the USAF is relying upon to show no or very limited impact on livestock. Why are the misleading studies
used? Why mis-characterize the environmental impact? Again the DEIS understates the impact.

Note also that the socioeconomic impact to the MTRs are stated as:
“No socioeconomic impacts are expected from the F-35A using these MTRs.”

This conclusion is reached based on flawed data and on lack of data. In Scoping Weed, NM area comments
asked that data be provided for the socioeconomic impact under the MTRs for churches, recreational
camps, ranching, horse camps, observatories and more. The F-35 is significantly noisier than previous
aircraft that use these MTRs. We ask for data on the impact of the F-35 to our economy. Instead of
information we get one sentence. An incorrect sentence at that. There will be an impact to these areas under
the MTRs. Where is the data? We cannot look at alternatives in a vacuum of information!

SO-14

Please recall my request for copies of the EIS and any other correspondence released to the public. Further, | :| NP-7
expect that my comments will be made part of the permanent record and that they will be included in the Final :] NP-8
EIS.

Sincerely,

(bt (5 frane

\Walt Coffman
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Ms. Kathleen |. Ferguson
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Installations
Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Installations
Environment and Logistics, Room 4B941
Pentagon,
Washington, D.C. 20330

February 14, 2012

Subject: Flawed Information on the F-35 aircraft; USAF “F-35A Training Basing Draft Environmental Impact
Statement”

Dear Ms Ferguson,

| have concerns about the quantum leap upward in noise for the USAF's new F-35. This jump is so great
that serious health problems are likely for those on the ground exposed to the aircraft's noise at low
altitudes. | live in such an area. The “floor” of the airspace over me is 100 feet (500' from my house).

The USAF has shown that the new F-35, with is “largest in the world engine”, will cause auditory pain as if
flies overhead at lower altitudes. Numbers provided by the USAF show that in addition to ear pain there will
be likely hearing loss for civilians living below the low level training areas. The F-35 is the first aircraft to
threaten civilians in this manner. Why? Because the F-35 aircraft is two to four times nosier than the planes
that it will replace. This huge change puts the F-35 in its own league with respect to noise.

The “F-35A Training Basing Draft Environmental Impact Statement” was released for review by the USAF on
January 20, 2012. This Draft EIS is over 1,200 pages, but fails to provide any information about peak noise
levels in the low altitude training areas. These are the levels that have been shown to cause auditory pain
and hearing loss. The pain and loss is highest in young children and babies (as reported by the USAF).
Earlier studies by the Air Force show the new F-35 to produce over 130 dB, enough to cause hearing pain
and loss immediately. Yet the Draft EIS lacks any of this noise data for the low altitude training areas.

National Environmental Policy Act is a tool that helps prevent catastrophic environmental problems and the
costs associated from a mistake. NEPA relies on an honest gathering and reporting of information. In the
Draft EIS the information about the extreme noise levels has been withheld. This makes a mockery of the
NEPA process and may allow a grave mistake.

The F-35 may provide a great deal of money to selected communities. The economic benefits may be great.
| believe that we need to consider health impacts too, not just military expediency or the money to be made.
The purpose of NEPA is to help us find the best of several alternatives. Perhaps money can be made and
the military can train and we can minimize health risks, but we need the process to be honestly followed to
know if this is possible. Failure to provide essential information practically insures failure.

Please review my attached comments and then contact the USAF and remind them of the proper steps for
NEPA, including the requirement to gather and consider “detailed information concerning significant
environmental impacts”. | consider the study showing damage to babies and young children to be significant,
but apparently the USAF does not.

Sincerely,

|
A M W
Walt Coffman
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