Reader’s Guide

READER’S GUIDE TO THIS DOCUMENT

Note to the Reader: Gray shaded text throughout this Proposed Resource Management Plan (RMP) and
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) indicate changes that were made between the Draft and
Final versions of the RMP and EIS. These changes do not constitute modifications to the document that

would require an additional supplement.

Volume 1

Chapter 1. Purpose and Need for Action. This chapter
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Volume 1

introduces the Proposed RMP and Final EIS, describes Chapter 1  Purpose and Need for Action
the purpose and need to which the BLM is responding, Chapter 2 Resource Management
provides an overview of the BLM planning process, and Alternatives
identifies planning issues and criteria and topics not Chapter 3 Affected Environment
addressed by this RMP revision.

Volume 2

Chapter 2. Resource Management Alternatives.
Chapter 2 describes how the six alternatives (A, B, C, E,

Chapter 4 Environmental Consequences

F, and D — the Proposed Plan) were developed, the Volume 3
components and content of each alternative, and Chapter 5 Public Involvement and
discusses the alternatives considered but eliminated List of Preparers

from further consideration. It also presents a

Chapter 6 References

comparative summary of impacts of each alternative.

Resource discussions in chapters 2, 3, and 4 are
organized according to the following eight resource

Chapter 7 Cumulative Impacts
(Greater Sage-Grouse)

topics: Glossary
Maps

1000 Physical Resources — Air Quality, Geologic p
Resources, Soil, Water, and Cave and Karst Volume 4

2000 Mineral Resources — Locatable, Leasable, and Appendices
Salable Minerals ——

3000 Fire and Fuels Management — Wildfires (Unplanned Ignitions), Prescribed Fires (Planned
Ignitions), and Stabilization and Rehabilitation

4000 Biological Resources — Vegetation, Fish and Wildlife, Special Status Species, and Wild Horses

5000 Heritage and Visual Resources — Cultural, Paleontological, and Visual

6000 Land Resources — Lands and Realty, Renewable Energy, Rights-of-Way and Corridors,
Comprehensive Travel and Transportation Management, Recreation, Lands with Wilderness
Characteristics, and Livestock Grazing Management

7000 Special Designations — Areas of Critical Environmental Concern, National Back Country Byways,
National Historic Landmarks, National Historic Trails and Other Historic Trails, Wild and Scenic
Rivers, and Wilderness Study Areas

8000 Socioeconomic Resources — Social and Economic Conditions, Health and Safety, Environmental

Justice, and Tribal Treaty Rights

Chapter 3. Affected Environment. This chapter describes the Planning Area and the existing
environmental conditions that could be impacted by the alternatives.
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Volume 2

Chapter 4. Environmental Consequences. Chapter 4 forms the scientific and analytic basis for
comparing environmental impacts of each alternative, including the No Action Alternative and the
Proposed Plan. Impacts generally are described in terms of direct or indirect and short-term or long-
term, when applicable. Potential cumulative and unavoidable impacts and irreversible and irretrievable
commitments also are discussed in this chapter.

Volume 3

Chapter 5. Public Involvement and List of Preparers. Chapter 5 summarizes the public involvement
process and consultation and coordination with other local, state, and federal agencies, as well as
Tribes. Chapter 5 also presents the names and qualifications of the people responsible for preparing
this Proposed RMP and Final EIS.

Chapter 6. References. This chapter provides full citation information for all references cited within
the document.

Chapter 7. Cumulative Impacts (Greater Sage-Grouse). Chapter 7 provides a quantitative cumulative
effects analysis that discloses the long-term effects on greater sage-grouse from implementing each
alternative in conjunction with other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions.

Glossary. The glossary defines select terms used throughout this document.

Maps. Maps depict the alternatives by resource. For CD versions of the document, maps are provided
as separate files on the CD. Electronic copies of the maps are also available on the project website
(www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/Planning/rmps/bighorn.html).

Volume 4

Appendices. The appendices include documents that support existing resource conditions or situations,
substantiate analyses, provide resource management guidance, explain processes, or provide
information directly relevant or supporting conclusions in the Proposed RMP and Final EIS. In hardcopy
documents, the appendices can be found on a compact disk (CD) attached to the inside back cover of
Volume 3. The 26 appendices include the following:

e Appendix A, Comment Analysis

e Appendix B, Laws, Regulations, Policies, and Guidance

e Appendix C, Monitoring and Evaluation

e Appendix D, Implementation

e Appendix E, Consultation Letters and Cooperating Agency Position Statements

e Appendix F, Special Designations: Wild and Scenic Rivers and Areas of Critical Environmental
Concern

e Appendix G, Lease Stipulations including Exception, Modification, and Waiver Criteria

e Appendix H, Wyoming Bureau of Land Management Mitigation Guidelines for Surface-Disturbing
and Disruptive Activities

e Appendix |, Standard Oil and Gas Stipulations

o Appendix J, Bighorn Basin Air Resource Management Plan
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e Appendix K, Biological Resources

e Appendix L, Required Design Features and Best Management Practices
e Appendix M, Land Disposal and Acquisition

e Appendix N, Wyoming Standards for Healthy Rangelands

e Appendix O, Recreation Management

e Appendix P, Livestock Grazing

e Appendix Q, Economic Impact Analysis Methodology

e Appendix R, Comprehensive Travel and Transportation Management

e Appendix S, Lands with Wilderness Characteristics

e Appendix T, Surface Disturbance and Reasonable Foreseeable Actions
e Appendix U, Technical Support Document for Air Quality

e Appendix V, Water Erosion Prediction Project (WEPP) Technical Support Document
e Appendix W, Utilization Levels in the Planning Area

e Appendix X, Visual Resource Inventory

e Appendix Y, Greater Sage-Grouse Implementation Strategy

e Appendix Z, Federal Oil and Gas Operations on Split-Estate Lands

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

Maps and data generated through the use of GIS software are intended to provide generalized
representations of land use planning resources and decisions. Although every reasonable effort is made
to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the data, they should not be construed or used as a “legal
description” that meets engineering or surveying standards and, therefore, are not suitable for site-
specific decision making. The BLM does not assume any liability for any errors, omissions, or
inaccuracies in the information provided, regardless of the cause of such or for any decision made,
action taken, or action not taken by the user in reliance upon any data provided herein.

Various errors that may be present in the data include, but are not limited to, inaccurate feature or
boundary locations, incorrect overlays between one or more layers, missing or incorrect attribute
information, outdated information, and distortions associated with map projections. For these reasons,
the total acreage for a given area, as presented in the document, may not equal the sum of its
constituent parts. These errors are not anticipated to affect the suitability of the data for characterizing
existing conditions in the Planning Area, or performing comparative analysis of the alternatives at the
intended scale.

Executive Summary and Chapter 7

Please note that preparation of the Executive Summary and Chapter 7 — Cumulative Impacts (Greater
Sage-Grouse), was closely coordinated among the various BLM RMP revision and amendment processes
taking place across the west to ensure that the National Greater Sage-grouse Planning Strategy was
consistently applied. These sections were prepared largely independently from the remainder of this
document. As a result, information presented in the Executive Summary and Chapter 7, including GIS-
calculated acreages, may differ slightly than those presented elsewhere in the document. These
differences are likely to be minor and do not alter the conclusions of the impact analysis.
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