GPRA 309 Performance Measures Form
Title:  U.S. Marine Corps Joint Strike Fighter F-35B East Coast Basing at Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, South Carolina, and Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, North Carolina
Principal Reviewer(s):  Ben West                    Project Location: Beaufort County, SC;









Carteret & Craven Counties, NC
CEQ Number(s):  20100199                             ERP Number (optional):  USN-E11073-00   
******************************************************************************

Environmental Impacts, Alpha-Numeric Codes:
	Air Issues:
A1= Air Quality

A2= General Conformity

A3= Air Toxics

A4= Transportation Conformity
	Water Issues:
B1: Wetlands

B2: Groundwater

B3: Surface Water

B4: Sole Source Aquifer

B5: Aquatic Resources

B6: Sediment
	Other Issues:
C1: Toxics/Hazardous Waste

C2: Noise

C3: Habitat

C4: Essential Fish Habitat

C5: Pesticides

C6: Radiation
	Other Issues: 
D1: Farmland 

D2: Endangered Species

D3: Environmental Justice

D4: Historic Preservation

D5: Indigenous Peoples

E1: Other (please specify)


******************************************************************
1. Significant Environmental Impact:
Impact (Enter Alpha Numeric Code(s) for All that Apply):  ____C2__________________ 

*          *            *           *            *           *           *          *          *          *         *          *

Prior To Draft Time Frame (if available)       Date of EPA Communication:__none________
Description of Impact (Include Quantitative Data if Possible):_______________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Recommendation:  _____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Result:  Decrease in Impact:   No Change:   Increase in Impact:  
Result: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

*          *          *          *          *         *         *          *          *          *         *         *         *        *

Draft (including Draft Supplements)               Date of EPA Communication:_07/12/10____ 
Description of Impact (Include Quantitative Data if Possible): The Draft EIS identifies that a significant number of residents currently experience adverse impacts from aircraft noise at MCAS Beaufort, MCAS Cherry Point and MCALF Bogue under existing (baseline) conditions.  With the exception of Alternatives 1 and 4 at MCALF Bogue, implementation of all four action alternatives would increase the net number of people adversely affected by aircraft noise at all installations.  While some noise zones showed a net decrease in the number of people that are noise-elevated by the project, most zones showed a net increase.  The most notable increases were for residents in the 85+ decibel noise zone since it is the highest (noisiest), and the 65-70 decibel noise zone since it potentially includes residents currently living outside this noise zone that would become newly incorporated by the project due to an outward extension of the 65+ decibel noise contours.
Recommendation: Because noise exposure and population levels are significant, EPA recommends that the Final EIS discuss how noise can be minimized within the brackets of the USMC mission.  Such methods might include the timing of training to avoid sleep interference, the rotation of operational flight tracts to more evenly distribute the noise exposure, or installation of air conditioning in residences so that windows can be closed to help attenuate inside noise.  More direct land use mitigation, such as sound-proofing homes or purchasing homes from willing sellers starting within the highest (noisiest) contours, should also be considered.  This would be particularly appropriate for residents incorporated into the 85+ DNL contour, which apparently would not occur but for the project.
Result:  Decrease in Impact:   No Change:   Increase in Impact:  
Result: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

*        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *       *

Final (including Final Supplements)                 Date of EPA Communication:_____________
Description of Impact (Include Quantitative Data if Possible):_________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Recommendation: _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

Result:  Decrease in Impact:   No Change:   Increase in Impact: 
Result: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. Significant Environmental Impact:
Impact (Enter Alpha Numeric Code(s) for All that Apply):  ____D3________________
*          *            *           *            *           *           *          *          *          *         *          *

Prior To Draft Time Frame (if available)       Date of EPA Communication:__none________
Description of Impact (Include Quantitative Data if Possible):_______________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Recommendation:  _____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Result:  Decrease in Impact:   No Change:   Increase in Impact:  
Result: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

*          *          *          *          *         *         *          *          *          *         *         *         *        *

Draft (including Draft Supplements)               Date of EPA Communication:_07/12/10____ 
Description of Impact (Include Quantitative Data if Possible): EPA concludes that there is the potential for disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects of this project on minority and/or low-income populations, primarily associated with dramatic increases in noise levels in these communities.  In the zones with greatest noise impacts (>75 decibels), approximately 1,346 low-income individuals would be impacted at MCAS Cherry Point and approximately 1,118 minority individuals at MCAS Beaufort under the preferred alternative.  However, the Draft EIS concludes that there would not be any disproportionate impacts to low-income or minority populations.
Recommendation: EPA recommends a number of mitigation measures for the USMC to consider that would minimize the noise exposure in the surrounding communities.  EPA also recommends that the USMC coordinate with these affected populations to identify concerns and comments regarding the impacts of the proposed project and potential mitigation options.  This coordination should include a clear discussion of the project, project updates or expansions, environmental impacts, any economic benefits of the project to the affected population, and the opportunity for informal and/or formal comments. 
Result:  Decrease in Impact:   No Change:   Increase in Impact:  
Result: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

*        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *        *       *

Final (including Final Supplements)                 Date of EPA Communication:_____________
Description of Impact (Include Quantitative Data if Possible):_________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Recommendation: _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

Result:  Decrease in Impact:   No Change:   Increase in Impact: 
Result: _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

