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December 29, 2006
Reply To

Attn Of:  ETPA-088






Ref:  03-003-BIA
Jerry Lauer, Superintendent
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Umatilla Agency

P.O. Box 520
Pendleton, OR  97801
Dear Mr. Lauer:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Coyote Business Park (CEQ No. 20060492) in Umatilla County, OR.  This review was conducted in accordance with EPA responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act (CAA).  Section 309, independent of NEPA, specifically directs EPA to review and comment in writing on the environmental impacts associated with all major federal actions.  Under our policies and procedures, we evaluate the document's adequacy in meeting NEPA requirements.
In our comments on the draft EIS in February 2006, EPA expressed concerns with the proposed project due to potential impacts to surface and ground water quality.  We suggested that use of low impact development (LID) strategies could help to reduce those impacts.
The changes made to the EIS between draft and final, including responses to public comments, address our concerns.  In particular, the final EIS includes information showing that the proposed project would not contribute to water quality degradation within the project area because current water quality standards exceedances are attributable to other sources and implementation of this project would be compatible with the Tribe’s Patawa and Tutuilla Creek Water Restoration Plan and Goals.  In addition, the bridge originally proposed for construction has been removed from the project and other road improvement actions will be phased in to reduce impacts. Use of LID techniques that store, evaporate, and detain runoff water will be enhanced; and commitments to monitor water quality at the site and report results to EPA have been made.
Thank you for the opportunity to review this final EIS.  If you have questions or comments concerning our review, please contact Theo Mbabaliye at (206) 553-6322 or me at (206) 553-1601.







Sincerely,
/S/






Christine B. Reichgott, Manager







NEPA Review Unit

cc:
EPA Oregon Operations Office
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