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B-19J
Mr. Terrance L. Virden

United States Department of the Interior


Bureau of Indian Affairs

Midwest Regional Office

Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building

One Federal Drive, Room 550

Ft. Snelling, Minnesota  55111​​

Re:
Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed Nottawaseppi Huron Band of 

Potawatomi Indians Fee-to-Trust Transfer and Casino in Calhoun County, Michigan


EIS No.  20060263
Dear Mr. Virden:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 (U.S. EPA) has reviewed the final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the casino proposed by the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of Potawatomi Indians in Calhoun County, Michigan.  The preferred alternative includes Class II and Class III gaming, hotel, and restaurant facilities located on the former Sackrider farm, Parcel H at the interchange of I-94 and Michigan Avenue.  Our review has been conducted in accordance with our responsibilities under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act and the National Environmental Policy Act.  

In our October 3, 2005 comment letter, we rated the draft EIS EC-2, Environmental Concerns-Insufficient Information.  Our comment letter raised several concerns pertaining to 1) potential impacts to Dickinson Creek and the Kalamazoo River watershed from surface water runoff and utility extension, 2) use of native vegetation for landscaping, 3) use of energy and water conservation techniques, 4) impacts of idling vehicles, and 5) analysis of potential impacts to traffic safety.  Additional information provided in the final EIS was beneficial to addressing our issues.
We commend the inclusion of environmentally-friendly measures to reduce impacts from casino construction and operation.  We suggest the Record of Decision include commitments to incorporate native vegetation, rain gardens, best available technology for energy and water conservation measures, and idling restrictions.  Lastly, we encourage working with Emmett Township, as suggested in Appendix K of the final EIS, to further reduce environmental impacts in connection with utility extensions.
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the final EIS.  Please send a copy of the signed ROD to our office when it has been finalized.  If you have any questions concerning these comments, please contact Kathleen Kowal of my staff at (312) 353-5206.

Sincerely,

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1/s/ Kenneth A. Westlake  8/2/06
Kenneth A. Westlake, Chief

NEPA Implementation Section

Office of Science, Ecosystems and Communities 
