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      November 17, 2005
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reply To
Attn Of:
ETPA-088




 


Ref:  05-053-BIA
Debra Rosenbaum, Superintendent
Bureau of Indian Affairs
P.O. Box 408, 850 A Street
Plummer, ID  83851
Dear Ms. Rosenbaum:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Coeur d’Alene Tribe Integrated Resource Management Plan (CEQ No. 20050397), in accordance with our responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act.  Section 309, independent of NEPA, specifically directs EPA to review and comment in writing on the environmental impacts associated with all major federal actions and the document(s adequacy in meeting NEPA requirements.  

The draft Programmatic EIS evaluates a range of alternatives for land use, natural resource enhancement and protection, residential and commercial growth and development planning, and cultural preservation for the Coeur d’Alene Reservation.  In addition, the EIS evaluates management of natural, cultural and environmental resources for the Tribe’s aboriginal territory.  The Integrated Resource Management Plan (IRMP) EIS focuses on the Coeur d’Alene Reservation and establishes 100-year Desired Future Conditions and 20-year resource goals for the Reservation.  To a lesser extent, the IRMP EIS focuses on the Tribe’s aboriginal territory by outlining a broad 100-year Desired Future Conditions for landscape and cultural resources.  
We support the EISs assurances that Tribal water quality standards will be met and the best management practices proposed for various land management activities.  We have assigned a rating of LO (Lack of Objections) to the draft EIS.  This rating a summary of our comments will be published in the Federal Register.  A copy of the rating system used in conducting our review is enclosed for your reference.  While we have rated the EIS LO, we would like to take this opportunity to provide comments and suggestions for including additional information in the final EIS.

[image: image1.wmf]All of the action alternatives in the EIS provide annual harvest levels for fish species present on the Coeur d’Alene reservation and the Tribe’s aboriginal territory.  In addition, the action alternatives call for protecting and restoring varying acres of different wildlife habitats.  The EIS needs to discuss how the harvest levels and habitat ranges compare to historic populations and ranges.  In particular, the EIS should discuss how the fish species harvest levels called for in the EIS compare to historic populations and if management activities will be employed to eliminate non-native species such as Kokanee and Brook Trout from the project area.  Also, the EIS should discuss how the areas designated for restoration and protection under each action alternative compare to historic Palouse Steppe, moist coniferous forest and dry forest habitat in size and location within the project area.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this draft EIS.  If you would like to discuss these comments in detail, please contact Mike Letourneau at (206) 553-6382 or myself at 

(206) 553-1601.







Sincerely,







/S/






Christine Reichgott, Manager







NEPA Review Unit
Enclosure
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