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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION 8

999 18TH STREET- SUITE 300

DENVER, CO   80202-2466
Phone 800-227-8917

http://www.epa.gov/region08
0






September 7, 2004

Ref:  8EPR-N

Mr. Ramon A. Nation

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Wind River Agency

P.O. Box 158

Fort Washakie, WY 82514





RE:
Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Wind River Natural Gas Field Development - CEQ#040324

Dear Mr. Nation:


In accordance with our responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. Section 4321, et. seq., and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, the Region 8 office of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the referenced Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for Wind River Natural Gas Field.


EPA thanks Bureau of Indian Affairs for the opportunity to review the DEIS for the proposed gas field development.  Generally, our review of the DEIS found the document to be a well written comprehensive analysis of potential environmental impacts.  Our enclosed comments are designed to clarify technical discussions for the air quality analysis. 


Based on the procedures EPA uses to evaluate the potential effects of proposed actions and the adequacy of the information in the DEIS, the Proposed Actions identified by the DEIS for the Wind River Gas Development, will be listed in the Federal Register in the category EC-1. The EPA review has identified air quality and visual environmental impacts that could be avoided in order to fully protect the environment.  We believe that such impacts may be reduced by requiring the mitigation measures identified in the analysis.  I have enclosed a copy of the EPA Rating System for Draft Environmental Impact Statements for additional information.


If you have any questions concerning the rating or the enclosed comments, please contact Gregory Oberley at (303) 312-7043.







Sincerely,





      /s/

Larry Svoboda







Director, NEPA Program







Ecosystems Protection and Remediation

Enclosures

Cc:
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Burton Hutchinson, Sr., Chairman, Northern Arapaho Business Council


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Vernon Hill, Chairman Eastern Shoshone Business Council


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Don Aragon, Director Wind River Environmental Quality Commission


Connelly Mears, Director EPA Region 8 Tribal Assistance Program 
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